JPNS51/GEOS51: Japanese Multinational Corporations
Instructor: P. P. Karan, 1439 Patterson Office Tower Tel 257-6953
e-mail ppkaran@uky.edu

Japanese multinational corporations play an important role in the economy of
many countries and regions, and their impact on the environment and development are
steadily increasing.. This course will explore the development policies and
environmental management practices of the Japanese multinational corporations. How
are major Japanese multinational corporate systems geographically organized? How do
Japanese multinationals make locational decisions and how to predict the effects of these
decisions? What is the effect of Japanese multinationals policies on the economy and
environment, particularly in the developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America?
How does a Japanese multinational corporation affect the economy and environment of a
local area within a country? What Japanese multinational companies can do to improve
environmental management? What developing countries can do to improve
environmental management and cooperation with the Japanese multinational companies?

The lectures and class discussions will be organized under the following topics:

Japanese Multinational Corporations.
Multinational, Transnational, Global or International ?

Theories of Multinational Enterprise
1.Aggregate level or macro theories
Interest Rate Differentials
The Hymer-Kindleberger Theory
Vernon’s Product Cycle Theory
Aliber’s Theory
Servan Schrieber Theory
2. Micro theories/ Individual Firm level
Traditional
Diversification
Kim
Richardson
Cyert and March
Aharoni
Kelly

Evolution of national environmental and resource management policies and how
Japanese Multinational corporations have adjusted to them
Frontier Economics
Environmental Protection
Resource Management
Ecodevelopment



Environmental Management Practices of Japanese Multinational Corporations
What is the environmental performance of Japanese multinational firms? Is it
worse or better than that of domestic firms? Are multinationals part of the
problem or part of the solution? How are multinationals adapting to the more
stringent environmental regulations in host countries? How can environmental
disputes between Japanese multinationals and host countries be avoided? How
can the generally superior technical and managerial expertise in Japanese
international business be harnessed to improve environmental management? What
are the responsibilities, interests, and policies of home country governments in
regulating the overseas activities of their multinationals?
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