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Ph.D., 1985, Rutgers University. Major: Geography/Geomorphology. 
 
M.A., 1982, East Carolina University. Major: Physical Geography. 
 
B.A., 1979, Virginia Tech. Major: Communications. Minor: Environmental science. 
 
North Carolina High School Equivalency Certificate, 1975. 
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Phillips, J.D., Slattery, M.C.  2008.  Antecedent alluvial morphology and sea level 
controls on form-process transition zones in the lower Trinity River, Texas.  River 
Research and Applications 24: 293-309. 
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North Carolina Coastal Plain Agricultural Fields.  Soil Science 171: 784-799. 
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Wellmeyer, J.L., Slattery, M.C., Phillips, J.D.  2005.  Quantifying downstream impacts of 
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Phillips, J.D., *Perry, D., *Carey, K., *Garbee, A.R., *Stein, D., *Morde, M.B., *Sheehy, 
J. 1996. Deterministic uncertainty and complex pedogenesis in some Pleistocene dune 
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Phillips, J.D. 1985. Geomorphic processes and stability of coastal wetlands. Coastal Zone 
'85, Proceedings of the Fourth Symposium on Coastal and Ocean Management. New 
York: American Society of Civil Engineers, pp. 1481-1487. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 1985. Transgression and vegetation change, Delaware Bay, New Jersey. 
Gambling With the Shore, Proceedings of the Ninth Annual Conference of the Coastal 
Society. Bethesda, Md.: The Coastal Society, pp. 167-173. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 1984. Estimation of drainage areas in a homogeneous landscape. Water 
Resources Bulletin 20: 847-850. 
 
Phillips, J.D., Steila, D. 1984. Hydrologic equilibrium status of a disturbed eastern North 
Carolina watershed. GeoJournal 9: 351-357. 
 



Project and technical reports, commentaries, etc. 
 
Phillips, J.D.  2008.  Review of “Useless Arithmetic: Why Environmental Scientists Can’t 
Predict the Future.”  Professional Geographer 
 
Phillips, J.D.  2007.  Field Data Collection in Support of Geomorphic Classification of in 
the lower Brazos and Navasota Rivers.  Phase 2 of the Project: Geomorphic Context, 
Constraints, and Change in the lower Brazos and Navasota Rivers, Texas. Austin: Texas 
Instream Flow Program: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.asp.0604830639. 
 
Phillips, J.D.  2007.  Geomorphic Equilibrium in Southeast Texas Rivers.  Austin: Texas 
Water Development Board: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.asp.0605830636. 
 
Phillips, J.D., Slattery, M.C.  2007.  Geomorphic Processes, Controls, and Transition 
Zones in the lower Sabine River. Austin: Texas Instream Flow Program: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.asp.0600010595. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 2006.  Geomorphic Context, Constraints, and Change in the lower Brazos 
and Navasota Rivers, Texas.  Austin: Texas Instream Flow Program: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.asp.0605483564. 
 
Phillips, J.D., Slattery, M.C., 2004.  Geomorphic Impacts of Lake Livingston on the Lower 
Trinity River.  Austin: Texas Water Development Board: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.2003483442. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 2003.  Sediment Delivery and Channel Change on the Lower Trinity River, 
Texas. Austin: Texas Water Development Board: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.2002483440. 
 
Phillips, J.D.  2003.  Sediment Retention in Stream Corridors of the Lower Trinity River, 
Texas. Austin: Texas Water Development Board: 
http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/RWPG/rpfgm_rpts.2002483442 
 
Phillips, J.D., *Yeager, K., Bowman, J.A. 2002.  Suspended Sediment Retention in 
Bottomland Hardwood Forest Stream Corridors of the Upper Angelina River Basin, 
Texas.  Final Report to the Texas Water Development Board, Austin.  
 
Slattery, M.C., Gares, P.A., Phillips, J.D. 2001. Linking the field to the river: runoff and 
sediment delivery in a North Carolina coastal plain drainage basin”, in J. C. Ascough and 
D. C. Flanagan (eds), Soil erosion for the 21st Century, Proceedings of the International 
Symposium, American Society of Agricultural Engineers, 641-644. Third author, with 
M.C. Slattery and P.A. Gares. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 2000. Geomorphological equilibrium.  Oxford Companion to the Earth (P.L. 
Hancock, B.J. Skinner, eds), pp. 427-428. 
 



Phillips, J.D. 2000. Geomorphological systems.  Oxford Companion to the Earth (P.L. 
Hancock, B.J. Skinner, eds), pp. 428-430. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 1995. Landscape Change Since 1700 in the Croatan National Forest, North 
Carolina. Report to U.S. Forest Service, Asheville, N.C., 81 p. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 1995. Book review of Modelling the Human Impact on Nature, in Progress 
in Physical Geography 19: 300-301. 
 
Gomez, B., Phillips, J.D., Magilligan, F.J., James, L.A. 1995. Overbank Sedimentation 
During the Upper Mississippi River Flood. Report to National Science Foundation. 
 
Trofimov, A.M., Phillips, J.D., Renwick, W.H. 1994. Results of Binghamton Symposium. 
Geomorphology (Moscow) 94: 100-103. In Russian. 
 
Phillips, J.D., Gomez, B. 1994. In defense of logical sloth (comment). Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 84: 697-701.  
 
Slezak, W., Phillips, J.D., Allen, J.R., Psuty, N.P. 1984. Sediment recycling for beach 
nourishment, Sandy Hook, N.J. Dredging '84. New York: American Society of Civil 
Engineers. 
 
Psuty, N.P., Phillips, J.D. and five others. 1984. Dynamic measures applied to beach 
management and restoration, Sandy Hook, New Jersey, U.S.A. Proceedings, Commission 
on Coastal Environments,  25th International Geographical Union Congress, Paris. 
 
Phillips, J.D. 1983. Fractal dimensions, self-similarity, and process-response 
geomorphology. Proceedings, Middle States Division, Association of American 
Geographers, West Point, N.Y. 
 
 
Other professional publications (1982-present): 
 
Six non-refereed articles, comments, encyclopedia entries in American Geological 
Institute Dictionary of Geological Terms; McGraw-Hill Yearbook of Science and 
Technology; Proceedings, Society of Wetland Scientists; Metro Arizona; and Professional 
Geographer. 
 
 Eight book reviews, in Geoderma; Geomorphology; Progress in Physical Geography; 
The Professional Geographer, Water Resources Bulletin and Journal of Geography. 
 
Three geographic and scientific popularizations, in Focus (2) and Public Administrator.  
 
28 project or technical reports, for the USDA Forest Service, Texas Water Development 
Board; Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Inc.; American Association for the Advancement of 
Science; Peat Mining Task Force, North Carolina Coastal Federation; National Park 
Service; and New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. 
 



Presentations at Professional Meetings 
 
2008 
   Geological Society of America/Soil Science Society of America Joint Meeting, Houston  
       (invited speaker, plus poster presentation) 
   Fluvial Deposits & Environmental History, Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium,  
       Austin, TX (poster) 
 
2007 
   Geomorphology and Complexity, Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Durham,  
     NC (invited speaker) 
   Southwestern Division, Association of American Geographers, Bryan, TX. 
 
2006  
     World Congress of Soil Science, Symposium on Pedodiversity, Philadelphia 
     World Congress of Soil Science, Symposium on Soil Geomorphology, Philadelphia 
     Workshop on Modelling of Pedogenesis, Orleans, France (invited keynote speaker) 
     USA Prediction in Ungaged Basins Workshop, Corvallis, OR (invited keynote speaker) 
 
2005 
     Conference on Nonlinear Dynamics and Thresholds in Environmental Response to     
Climate Change, Perth, Australia (invited keynote speaker). 
 
2004 
    Joint International Geomorphology Conference (British Geomorphology Research 
Group and International Geographical Union), Glasgow, Scotland (invited keynote 
speaker) 
     Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium on Weathering and Landscape Evolution, 
Lexington, KY 
 
2003 
   Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Charlotte, NC 
   Coastal Sediments 2003, Clearwater Beach, FL 
 
2002 
   Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Richmond, VA 
   North Central/Southeastern Sections, Geological Society of America, Lexington, KY 
 
2001 
   Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Lexington, KY 
 
2000 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Pittsburgh 
   Southwestern Division, Association of American Geographers, College Station, TX 
 
1999 
    Southwestern Division, Association of American Geographers, Baton Rouge 
 



1998 
    Workshop on Spatial Analysis in Geographical Information Systems, National Center 
for Geographic Information and Analysis, Santa Barbara, CA 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Boston 
   Southwestern Division, Association of American Geographers, Albuquerque 
   Texas Geomorphology Symposium, Junction 
 
 
1997 
   American Geophysical Union, Fall meeting, San Francisco 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Fort Worth 
 
1996 
    Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Athens, GA 
    Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Urbana, IL (invited) 
 
1995 
    International Union of Geodesy & Geophysics/International Association of 
Hydrological Sciences, International Symposium, Boulder, CO 
    Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Chicago 
    Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Charlottesville, VA (invited) 
    Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Knoxville, TN 
 
1994 
    Plenary Lecture, Symposium on Wetland Buffers, Boundaries, and Gradients, Niagra 
Falls, Ontario 
    Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Binghamton, NY (poster) 
    Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Virginia Beach 
 
1993 
    Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Atlanta 
    International Association of Geomorphologists, Third International Geomorphology 
Conference, Hamilton, Ontario 
    Symposium on Coastal and Ocean Management, American Society of Civil Engineers, 
New Orleans 
 
1992 
   International Geographical Congress, Washington  
   Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Buffalo (poster) 
   Society of Wetland Scientists, New Orleans 
 
1991 
    NATO Symposium on Overland Flow, Keele, England 
    Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Asheville, NC 
 
1990 
   Applied Geography Conference, Binghamton, NY 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Toronto 



   Binghamton Geomorphology Symposium, Binghamton, NY (poster) 
 
1989 
   Applied Geography Conference, Charlotte, NC 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Baltimore 
   Symposium on Coastal and Ocean Management, American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Charleston, SC 
 
1988 
   American Water Resources Association, Syposium on Coastal Water Resources, 
Wilmington, NC 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Phoenix 
 
1987 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Portland, OR 
   Soil Conservation Society of America, Billings, MT 
 
1986 
   Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Minneapolis 
   Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Chapel Hill, NC 
 
1985 
    Symposium on Coastal and Ocean Management, American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Baltimore 
    Symposium on Estuarine Circulation, Williamsburg, VA 
 
1984 
    Association of American Geographers, Annual Meeting, Washingon 
    New Jersey Academy of Sciences, Montclair  
    The Coastal Society, Atlantic City, NJ 
 
1983 
    Middle States Division, Association of American Geographers, West Point, NY 
    New Jersey Academy of Sciences, Newark 
    North Carolina Academy of Sciences, Charlotte 
 
1982 
    North Carolina Academy of Sciences, Wilmington 
 
1981 
    Southeastern Division, Association of American Geographers, Atlanta 
 
Invited Lectures, Seminars, and Colloquia 
 
2008 
   Flash Flood Seminar, National Weather Service Regional Forecast Office, Jackson, KY    
   Department of Geography, University of South Carolina, Columbia 
   Stream Information Exchange: Fine Sediment & the Chesapeake Bay Watershed, 



      Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Baltimore 
 
2007 
   Department of Geography & Anthropology, Louisiana State University 
   Department of Geography, East Carolina University 
 
 
 
2006 
   U.S.D.A. Forest Service and Arkansas Association of Professional Soil Classifiers, 
Conway, AR  
   Department of Geological Sciences, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
   Texas Instream Flow Program, Austin 
 
2005 
   Center for Landscape, Environment, and Mineral Exploration; Geoscience Australia; 
Canberra 
   Department of Physical Geography, McQuarie University, Sydney, Australia 
   Department of Natural Resources, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, 
Australia 
   Department of Geological Sciences, University of Kentucky 
 
2004 
   Department of Geography, University of Cincinnati 
   Texas Water Development Board and Texas General Land Office, Austin 
 
2003    
   Distinguished Lecture Series, University of Kentucky  
 
2002 
   Presidential Plenary Lecture, Southeastern Division, Association of American 
Geographers 
   Department of Geography, Queen’s University-Belfast, Northern Ireland, U.K, 
 
2001 
   Department of Geography and Regional Development, University of Arizona 
   Department of Geography, Ohio State University 
   Department of Geological Sciences, University of Kentucky 
   Department of Geography, Rutgers University 
   Annual McConnell Lecture, Miami University 
   Department of Geography, Miami University 
 
2000 
   Department of Agronomy, University of Kentucky 
   Department of Geography, University of Minnesota 
 
1985-1999 
   Workshop on Chaotic Dynamics and Fractals in Geosciences, Madrid, Spain, 1999.  



   Department of Geography, University of Kentucky, 1999. 
   James and Marilyn Lovell Center for Environmental Geography and Hazards Research, 
Southwest Texas State University, 1999. 
   Geography Awareness Week Lecture, Stephen F. Austin State University, 1998. 
   Department of Geology, University of South Carolina, 1998. 
   Department of Geography, Texas A&M University: 2000, 1998, 1997. 
   Department of Soil and Crop Science, Texas A&M University, 1998. 
   Department of Geology & Geophysics, Texas A&M University, 1997. 
   Department of Geography & Planning, Southwest Texas State University, 1997. 
   Department of Geography, University of Texas, 1997. 
   Hammond Lecture, Department of Geography, University of Tennessee, 1996. 
   Department of Geography, University of Southern California, 1995. 
   Soil Science Society of America, Annual Meeting, Invited speaker at Workshop on 
Chaos in Soil Science, 1994. 
   Geography Awareness Week Annual Lecture, East Carolina University, 1993. 
   Department of Geology, East Carolina University, 1993. 
   Department of Geology, Duke University, 1992. 
   Department of Earth Science, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, 1992. 
   Department of Geography, University of Maryland, 1991. 
   Department of Geography, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1991. 
   Distinguished Speakers Series, Appalachian State University, 1990. 
   Department of Biology, East Carolina University, 1985.   
 
Research Grants and Contracts (Dates, title, funding entity, amount, role). 
 
2008.  Texas/Louisiana Flow Split in the Sabine River/Cutoff Bayou Area.  TCB, Inc., 
Houston Texas.  Amount withheld at client’s request.  Consultant. 
 
2007-2008.  Geomorphic Processes, Controls, and Transition Zones in the Middle and 
Lower Trinity River.  Texas Instream Flow Program,  $45,000.  P.I. 
 
2007-2008.  Geomorphic Units of the Lower Sabine River.  Texas Instream Flow 
Program, $35,000.  P.I. 
 
2006-2007. Field-Based Analysis in support of a Geomorphic Assessment of the Brazos 
and Navasota River Subbasin.  Texas Instream Flow Program, $30,000.  P.I.  
 
2006-2007.  Geomorphic Equilibrium in Southeast Texas Rivers.  Texas Instream Flow 
Program, $30,000.  P.I.  
 
2006-2007.  Geomorphic Processes, Controls, and Transition Zones in the Lower Sabine 
River. Texas Water Development Board/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, $65,000.  P.I. 
  
2005-2006.  Geomorphic Context, Constraints, and Change in the Lower Brazos and 
Navasota Rivers, Texas.  Texas Instream Flow Program, $28,000.  P.I. 
 
2004-2006.  Fluviokarst Landscape Whole-System Sensitivity to Land Use Changes, 
Kentucky River, U.S.A.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Science to Achieve 



Results Program, $37,172.  Co-investigator; funding is fellowship for PhD student Linda 
Martin.  
 
2004-2006.  Effects of trees on bedrock weathering, soil thickness, and rock fragment 
occurrence in Ouachita Mountain Soils.  U.S. Forest Service, $20,817 plus in-kind 
support.  P.I. 
 
2004-2005.  Relative Importance of Fluvial and Non-Fluvial Sediment Sources in 
Galveston Bay. Texas Water Development Board.  $61,000.  Co-P.I.  
 
2003-2005.  Sediment production and alluvial buffering in a steepland river basin  
Waipoa River, New Zealand. National Science Foundation, $250,000, Co-P.I. 
 
2001-2004.  Sediment retention in the lower Trinity River. Texas Water Development 
Board, $65,000.  P.I. 
 
2002-2003.  Coevolution of forests and soils in the Ouachita Mountains.  U.S. Forest 
Service, $16,600 plus USFS in-kind support. P.I.  
 
2001-2002.  Pedologic effects of forest changes in the Ouachita mountains region.  U.S. 
Forest Service, $20,000 plus USFS in-kind support.  P.I. 
 
1999-2000. Radionuclide signatures of fluvial sediment in Caney Creek, Texas. U.S. 
Forest Service $7,000 and Texas A&M College of Geosciences Research Enhancement 
Fund match, $7,000. PI. 
 
1999-2001. Sediment retention in bottomland hardwoods of the Angelina River, Texas. 
Texas Water Development Board, $50,000. PI 1999/2000; co-PI 2000/2001. 
 
1998-2000. Mission Geography. NASA. Total project funding $950,000; Phillips portion 
$10,000. Earth System Science Consultant. 
 
1995-1998. Quantifying soil erosion and sediment delivery on North Carolina Coastal 
Plain croplands. U.S. Department of Agriculture, $149,000. Co-PI. 
 
1994-1995. Pre-settlement landscapes of the Croatan National Forest. U.S. Forest 
Service, $10,000. PI. 
 
1993-1994. Overbank sedimentation during the upper Mississippi River flood, 1993. 
National Science Foundation, $22,000. Co-PI. 
 
1990. Basinwide water quality and natural resource management plan for the Pamlico-
Tar River basin. Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Inc., $6,500. Project Director. 
 
1988-1989. Marina siting policy for the Pamlico River and western Pamlico Sound. 
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Inc., $5,515. Project Director. 
 



1987. Nonpoint source pollution spatial risk assessment. Environmental Science and 
Engineering Fellowship, American Association for the Advancement of Science and U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, $20,000. PI/Fellow. 
 
1984. Geomorphic evaluation of beach nourishment, South Beach, Sandy Hook, N.J.  
National Park Service, $5000. Co-PI.  
 
1983-1984. Impacts of beach nourishment, South Beach, Sandy Hook, N.J.  National 
Park Service, $12,000. Co-PI.  
 
Internal research grants: University of Kentucky, 2007; Texas A&M University, 1999; 
East Carolina University, 1992; 1990; 1989; Arizona State University, 1987. 
 
Other Professional Grants and Contracts 
 
1993. Physical geography data acquisition system. National Science Foundation, 
$13,000. Co-PI. 
 
1985-1987. Water quality and coastal resource management in the Pamlico-Albemarle 
region, North Carolina. Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, $22,000. Project Director. 
 
1985-1987. Water quality and pollution control in the Pamlico-Tar River watershed, 
North Carolina. Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation, $50,000. Project Director. 
 
1986-1987. Environmental education and outdoor recreation in Medoc Mountain State 
Park. North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation, $1,000. Project Director. 
 
1985. Pamlico-Tar River Maritime Heritage Festival. National Endowment for the 
Humanities, $3,140. Project Director. 
 
 
Professional Memberships & Service 
 
Member, Current: American Geophysical Union, International Association of 
Geomorphologists, International Association of Hydrological Sciences, International 
Union of Soil Scientists 
 
Member, Past: Association of American Geographers, American Water Resources 
Assocation, Soil and Water Conservation Society, Society of Wetland Scientists. 
   
International Union of Soil Sciences, Symposium Co-Organizer, 2006 World Congress of 
Soil Science.  
 
Manuscript reviewer for 38 separate scholarly journals of geography, geology, 
environmental science, hydrology, and soil science. 
 
Proposal reviewer for four U.S. federal agencies, six foreign agencies, six state agencies, 
and five private organizations or foundations. 



 
External tenure and promotion reviewer for 22 U.S. universities and two British 
universities. Program reviews for three U.S. and one Canadian university.  
 
Editorial board memberships: 
 Current: Geomorphology, Geographical Analysis, Transactions, Institute of British 
Geographers 
 Previous: Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Southeastern 
Geographer, Focus 
 
Awards (post-PhD) 
 
2006.  University Research Professor.  University of Kentucky. 
 
1999. Distinguished Achievement Award for Research. College of Geosciences, Texas 
A&M University. 
 
1997. G.K. Gilbert Award for Excellence in Geomorphic Research. Geomorphology 
Specialty Group, Association of American Geographers. 
 
1995. Research Honors Award. Southeastern Division, Association of American 
Geographers. 
 
1990. Great Blue Heron Award for environmental advocacy, Pamlico-Tar River 
Foundation, Inc. 
 
1990. Research Achievement Award for New Scholars, Conference of Southern Graduate 
Schools. 
 
1989. College Research Award, College of Arts and Sciences, East Carolina University. 
 
1987. Environmental Science and Engineering Fellowship, American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 
 
Personal 
 
Born: 4 November 1957, Roxboro, North Carolina. 
 
Family: Married to Lynn Roche Phillips since 18 June 1983. Son: Nathan Scott Phillips, 
born 18 June 1988. Daughter: Bay Rochelle Phillips, born 18 February, 1996.  
 
UPDATED: 15 January 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


