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This past year the De­ The Department of Earth & Environmental Sciences 
partment of Earth & En­ welcomed alumni to Lexington for its annual 
vironmental Sciences Homecoming festivities which included a football 
honored its third Dis­ game and dinner. 
tinguished Alumnae, 
Alma Hale Paty, at the 
fall alumni reception 
in Lexington, Ky. Paty 
graduated from the 
University of Kentucky 
in 1984 with a mas­
ter's degree in geology. 

Since then, she has been extensively involved in many 
projects that both engage and inform the general public 
about geology and, in particular, the mining industry. 
Paty is former president of the American Coal Foun­
dation, a non-profit organization created to develop, 
produce and disseminate coal-related educational ma­
terials and programs for teachers and students. She 
was instrumental in acquiring more than 150 coal and 
solid bitumen samples for the University of Kentucky 
from the collection of Vanderbilt University. Paty is 
also co-author of "Minerals: Foundations of Society," 
a book designed to inform the general public about the 
importance of minerals in society. She has been direc­
tor of public lands and mineral policy for the American 
Mining Association, a staff member of the Mining and 
Natural Resources Subcommittee of the House Interi­
or Committee, and president of the Washington, D.C. 
chapter of the Society for Women in Mining. Alma is 
currently president and founder of A Capital Resource, 
a consulting firm specializing in mineral resource is­
sues and education based in Washington, D.C. 

Paty's many accomplishments are a testament to her 
skills as a geologist, her ability to communicate with 
her peers as well as the general public, and her strong 
desire to engage and inform our government in matters 
of geologic importance. Alma, the Department of Earth 
& Environmental Sciences and its alumni are proud to 
have you as a fellow alumni. 
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