SYLLABUS(Fall 2007
GLY 110-002
Endangered Planet: An Introduction to Environmental Geology

PROFESSOR: Alan Fryar

e-mail alan.fryar@uky.edu (*the best way to reach me!*), office 212A Slone Bldg., phone 257-4392)

CLASSES: MWF, 11:00-11:50, 200 Funkhouser Building

Lecture TA: Ganesh Tripathi (e-mail ganesh.tripathi@uky.edu, office 209 Slone Bldg.)

OFFICE HOURS: MF 12:00-12:50 or drop in (time permitting)

TEXTBOOK: Introduction to Environmental Geology, 4th ed., by E.A. Keller; bundled with Interwrite PRS “clicker”
BRING YOUR CLICKER TO CLASS!

COURSE OBJECTIVES: In Endangered Planet, we will consider how humans shape and are shaped by the Earth. In particular, we will discuss causes and possible consequences—local, regional, and global—of hazardous geologic processes, of the use of Earth resources, and of the generation and disposal of waste products. Appreciating the geologic basis for environmental issues should help you to make more informed choices about them.

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING:
· Overall grade components: 65% exams, 35% in-class and homework assignments

· Overall grading: 90 and above = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, below 60 = E (curving is possible)
· Exams:
Midterm exam #1 Monday, October 1 (20% of class grade)




Midterm exam #2 Monday, November 12 (20% of class grade)




Final exam Monday, December 10 (10:30 – 12:30) (25% of class grade)

BRING #2 PENCILS TO EXAMS!

Each exam will consist of multiple-choice, matching, and true/false questions and possibly short-answer questions. The final exam will be cumulative, but will emphasize material covered after the second midterm exam. All material covered in lecture and assignments is fair game for exam questions. Most of the lecture notes will be related to the textbook, although supplemental material not in the textbook (such as videos and case studies) will also be presented in class from time to time. Your chances of performing well on the exams will increase if you read the assigned sections in the textbook (and any handouts) and take detailed notes. Outline notes will be posted to Blackboard, but these will not include illustrations and may not include in-class discussion.
· Assignments: These are intended to enhance your understanding of the concepts discussed in class. Some in-class exercises will involve collaboration with classmates. Some of the homework assignments will include writing exercises, which must be typed. Writing exercises will be graded on both content and presentation. An example of how a 5-point assignment would be graded is as follows:
5 = excellent understanding of the material demonstrated, nearly perfect

4 = good job, but either some misunderstandings or problems with writing

3 = considerable confusion concerning material covered

2 or less = very weak attempt

Homework assignments will be due at the beginning of class on the date assigned. Late assignments submitted that same day to my mailbox (in 101 Slone) will receive a 10% penalty. No later assignments will be accepted without verifiable written excuses specifically recognized by the University (illness of the student or of an immediate family member, death of an immediate family member, participation on trips related to certain University functions, major religious holidays [if notice given prior to last day for adding class]). The Dean of Students (257-3754) can assist if you need written verification for an absence. If you miss assignments, you must promptly contact me if you wish to make up material. Make-ups after one week will be allowed only under extenuating circumstances.

· Lecture attendance: My use of supplemental materials in lectures and the integration of assignments with lecture topics make regular attendance essential to achieving a good grade. In-class assignments are likely to occur once a week without advanced notice.
· Exam make-ups: If you have a conflict with an exam for an officially sanctioned University reason, you may take the exam at a different time or date. However, you must inform me as soon as possible (no later than one week before the exam). Make-up exams will only be given in the case of illness, official university activities, or deaths in the family. Written proofs must be provided in all cases. If the final is missed for a legitimate excuse, an "Incomplete" will be given and the final can be taken next semester. Make-up exams may be essay format.

· Cheating and plagiarism: I encourage you to work together on homework assignments and to study together for tests or quizzes. However, the work you present in submitted assignments and exams must be your own. Do not copy or read what a classmate has written. See the UK “Student Rights and Responsibilities” handbook for a discussion of plagiarism if you have questions. The minimum penalty for confirmed cases of cheating or plagiarism is failure for the class.
KEYS TO PERFORMING WELL IN GLY 110:

1. Come to class on time and stay for the entire period. If you have to leave early, please let me know at the beginning of class.
2. Bring your clicker to class!

3. Turn off your cell phone while in class.
4. Pay attention and ask questions (in lecture, during office hours, via e-mail).
5. Check the class Blackboard site regularly.

6. Read chapters before class and review your notes.

7. Know what the terms mean.

8. Find a study partner who is committed to doing well.

9. Read or listen to the news!
MY COMMITMENTS TO YOU:

1. You will be treated fairly.

2. You will have work returned promptly and explained as necessary.

3. I and your TA will answer questions promptly whenever possible.

4. We will be engaged in the material and will try to engage you.

