SYLLABUS: GLY 570-001
Seminar in Geological Sciences: Current Topics in Geology (Spring 2008)
T 4:00–5:00 P.M., 109 Slone (discussion period)
R 4:00–5:00 P.M., 303 Slone (seminar)
Instructor: Alan Fryar, 212-A Slone (phone 257-4392; fax 323-1938; e-mail alan.fryar@uky.edu)

Office hours: by appointment or drop in

Course philosophy:
The department seminar series is intended to (1) provide information on new research across the geological sciences and related fields and (2) stimulate professional interactions among colleagues at UK and beyond. This class, which is required for graduate students, is designed to complement the seminar series by (1) providing background information on seminar topics via readings and (2) helping students to critically evaluate written and oral presentations of research.
Course activities:
Except as noted, the class will meet each Tuesday for discussion of previous and upcoming seminars, which will take place on Thursdays. For each seminar except the first one of the semester, a paper will be made available in advance by e-mail and/or in a box in 106 Slone.
At the beginning of the term, we will review the seminar schedule, and each of you will pick a seminar of interest. Each person will (1) lead the discussion of the paper corresponding to his/her chosen seminar (including providing a synopsis of ~ 1 minute at the start of class), (2) obtain biographical information on the speaker and introduce him/her, and (3) lead the evaluation of the talk during the class following the seminar. Note that I expect everyone to read each paper, attend each talk, and be prepared to participate in discussion. I’ll distribute evaluation forms for each paper and talk in advance, and I’ll collect the forms after our discussions, but I won't grade them. I'll just check off the paper reviews, and I'll use the talk reviews to compile rankings of talks during the term. I'll keep your reviews confidential. At the end of the term, I'll notify the highest-rated speaker that he/she has received our GLY 570 best-presentation award.
Grading:
Grading will be based on attendance on both Tuesday and Thursday (50%) and participation (50%). If you must miss a particular class period or seminar, I expect you to inform me in advance except in case of emergency. Grading scales are 90 - 100 = A, 80 - 89 = B, and below 80 = C, unless you don’t show up at all, in which case you get an E. Curving is possible.
