Council.
wistical abstraey
gton, DC: U, §

stice Stalistics,
statistics 1988,
ng Otfice.

)90). New York:

%
I
|
1

READING 4

The Other “Authorttarian Personality”

Bob Altemeyer « University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada

IPull up from your memories those haunting,
! spectacular scenes of the Nuremberg rallies. A
huge crowd of ardent Nazis fills the stadium on
Party Day, while on the podium Adolf Hitler feasts
on their adoration. “To see the films of the
Nuremberg rallies even today is to be recaptured
by the hypnotic effect of thousands of men march-
ing in perfect order. The music of the massed
bands, thc forest of standards and flags .. . the
sense of power, of force, of unity was irresistible”
(Bullock 1962, p. 379).

A decade after all that power, force, and unity
awed the world, the worst war in history and a
Holocaust later, many of the Nazi leaders stood
trial in Nuremberg for crimes against humanity.
As the world learned of the horrors ravaged upon
Europe by the Third Reich, people trying to grasp
the barbarity and the millions of deaths asked,
“Why?”

A psychoanalyst, Erich Fromm (1941), had al-
ready given an answer. He argued that the Nazi
regime arose from a sickness in the German people.
The leaders on the podium at the Nuremberg ral-
lies and the vast crowds of faithful followers be-
fore them allegedly manifested the two faces of
the sadistic—-masochistic personality. This one ill-
ness drove both groups, Fromm proposed, lock-
ing them into a dominance—submissive authori-
tarian embrace.

This explanation and psychoanalytic theory in
general helped shape the famous “Berkeley” re-
search program on authoritarianism (Adorno,
Frenkel-Brunswik, Levinson, & Sanford, 1950).

While Sanford and his team did not include an
“authoritarian dominarion™ trait in their model of
the prefascist personality to complement the “au-
thoritarian submission” trait that did appear, it is
clear from several items on the Fascism Scale that
the research team thought the authoritarian per-
sonality would both submit and dominate.
Adorno’s still-cited metaphor of the bicycle rider
who baws from the waist up and kicks from the
waist down sums it up (if you overlook the fact
that one does not kick at anything when pedaling
a bicycle).

I. The Submissive Personality

But a funny thing happened to research on
authoritarianism after 1950. It almost never stud-
ied domination, but instead focused on the many
people in our society who seem ready to submit to
a Hitler. This focus makes sense in that wanna-be
tyrants in a democracy are just comical figures on
soapboxes when they have no following. So the
real fascist threat lay coiled in parts of the popula-
tion itself, it was thought, ready someday to cata-
pult the next Hitler to power with their votes. So
investigators studied the submitters.

Research has since painted a fairly clear pic-
ture of those most vulnerable to the appeal of “a
man on horseback.” As measured by the Right-
Wing Authoritarianism (RWA) scale (Altemeyer,
1981, 1988, 1996; see Exhibit 1 for the latest ver-
sion), right-wing authoritarians believe strongly
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in submission to established authorities and the
social norms these authorities endorse. They also
believe in aggressing against whomever these au-
thorities target. This personality structure, observ-
able by early adulthood and better explained by
social learning than by psychoanalytic theory, is
thought to develop during adolescence from ear-
lier training in obedience, conventionalism, and
aggression, as modified by the individual's subse-
quent experiences.

Adult authoritarians tend to be highly ethno-
centric and heavy users of the “consensual valida-
tion pill” (Newcomb, 1961). They travel in tight
circles of like-minded people so much, they often
think their views are commonly held in society,
that they are the “Moral Majority™ or the “Silent
Majority.” It has been hard to miss the evidence

that certain kinds of religious training have some-
times helped produce their ethnocentrism ang
authoritarianism.

High RWAs’ thinking. based more on memori-
zation of what authorities have told them than op
independent, critical appraisal, tends to be
unintegrated, highly compartmentalized, and rife
with inconsistencies. Authoritarians harbor many
double standards and hypocrisies—seemingly
without realizing it—which lead them to “speal
out of both sides of their mouths” from one situa
tion to another. For example, they will procla’
their patriotism and love of democracy at the dr
of a hat. But they also seem ready to chuck m
of the Bill of Rights, and no matter how many tin
they say the Pledge of Allegiance, they never seem
to notice its coda, “with liberty and justice for all.”

EXHIBIT 1. The 1997 Right-Wing Authoritarianism Scale

This survey is part of an investigation of general public opinion concerning a variety of social issues. You will probably find that
you agree with some of the statements, and disagree with others, to varying extents. Please indicate your reaction to each
statement by blackening a bubble on the bubble sheet, according to the following scale:

Blacken the bubble labeled

—4 if you very strongly disagree with the statement.

=3 if you strongly disagree with the statement.
—2if you moderately disagree with the statement,
—1 if you slightly disagree with the statement.

Blacken the bubble labeled

+1 if you slightly agree with the statement.

+2 if you moderatelv agree with the statement.
+3 if you strongly agree with the statement.
+4 if you very strongly agree with the statement.

If you feel exactly and precisely neurral about an item, blacken the “0” bubble.

You may find that you sometimes have different reactions to different parts of a statement. For example. you might very
strongly disagree (-4) with one idea in a statement, but slightly agree (+1) with another idea in the same item. When this
happens, please combine your reactions, and write down how you feel “on balance” (i.e., a -3 in this case).

1. The established authorities gencrally turn out to be right
about things, while the radicals and protectors are usu-
ally just “loud mouths™ showing off their ignorance.

2. Women should have to promise to obey their husbands
when they get married.

3. Our country desperately needs a mighty leader who will
do what has to be done to destroy the radical new ways
and sinfulness that are ruining us.

4. Gays and lesbians are just as healthy and moral as any-
body else.*

S. It is always better to trust the judgment of the proper au-
thorities in government and religion than to listen to the
noisy rabble-rousers in our society who are trying to cre-
ate doubt in people’s minds.

6. Atheists and others who have rebelled against the estab-
lished religions are no doubt every bit as good and virtu-
ous as those who attend church regularly.*

7. The only way our country can get through the crisis ahead
is to get back to our traditional values, put some tough
leaclers in power, and silence the troublemakers spread-
ing bad ideas.

8. There is absolutely nothing wrong with nudist camps.*®

9. Our country needs free thinkers who will have the cour-
age to defy traditional ways, even if this upsets many
people.*

10. Our country will be destroyed someday if we do not smash
the perversions eating away at our moral fiber and tradi-
tional beliefs.

t1. Everyone should have their own lifestyle, religious
liefs, and sexual preferences, even if it makes them «
ferent from everyone else.*

12. The “old-fashioned ways™ and “old-fashioned values” still
show the best way to live.

13. You have to admire those who challenged the law and

h:

ol



3Q 0J pua AOy) pue ‘SOpNIE DIWIOUOID  JATIBALDS
-u09,, P[OY] 03 PUd} SYMY YSTH "007 *$IX)U0D [BONI]
-od/oruou0oa sy ur sarjdde aseayd ayy no sung
Ing "A12100S Ul SANLIOYINE PAYSI[qRISA paaiddtad aup
0] UOISSTIIQNS J13Y) U0 PIseq asuas [eatdojoydAsd
feroos e ur aseryd oy Suisn we T ‘surnEiLIoyINy
M-y S1a sueLIeLIONE SWIM-TYSL [[ed T uay M

. SIany pareuSisa( §,pon),, S8 SN [Nsoy paonput
-IB3] J19Y] INO 108 0] Way]l $asrajal pue ‘sasindun
JAISSAITe 1Ay sNqIyuIsTP SSAUSNOYTLI-J[S STy,
‘(uoIss9Ju0d 01 Juind se yons) siojeiodead ing
JUDIDIYID AI2A 2wos pur ‘Sutuirl snoiSIjal 12y)
‘uondaosap-j[as £q papie Ajqesepisuod uondaniad
-J[0S B—s1330 uwy) Suipueisdn pur [erow aow
JOonuw SIA[OSWAY) NUIY) A [, SNOAYS1I-J[as A[ysiy
9q 0] PUQ} SUBLIRILIOYINE SUIM-IYTLI ‘pPUOIIS "Way)
UL UOISSaIZ3e 2ypdnsui 03 siedadde 1eay s1y [, "ooud|
-OIA DU [IAD WIOIJ UOTFONIISIP-][IS JO NULIG Y} U0
$19122) K121008 s ‘9oe[d snosaBuep v se plIom oyl
095 A9, "paILas aI1u SYMY YSIY 1831 “suawrirad
-X9 AQ $I94)0 ULL) 2I0W PISSI[q UG IARY S10108)

om] Ing -uolssaIfde urLreuoyine Suim-ySiu jo
sjo01 [eorofoyaksd Auew azisoyjod Ay ues auQy
"USWOM PIJNESSE A[{ENXAS JARY
01 A[ay1] o10W 2lom SaJewl Yy USIH 18] punoj
(€661) AosuInQ) pue ‘amoy] “1RY[eM pue (1661)
Kasum) pue 19)[RA\ ‘QIOULIBYLIN jSOAJISWAY)
Surpnpour—jo yuyl ued nok dnoid Aue 1sowye
amoasiad JuawulaAod ay diay 01 Apeal K[aane[al
are Aayy, Juswnradxe wWeIS[IA-IUIW ¥ Ul 13Uoes)
€ SB SuIAL3S UayMm SYOoYS [njlamod 210w I2ATdp
Aoy sesnl ‘wooq ay) Jamof 01 pud) Aay] ‘S[rUIuLId
P101AUOD U0 20uIuas ssed pue aSpnl Keyd o3 poyse
USY Ay "0O0} *SUOTIOAIIP JAUI0 UL YOI SYMY YSTH
PIp Koy
uIB9[ 0] Juem 1ou op Aoy *eotpnlaad jo anseou
B UO A[USIY 21008 A3Y) J1 18y} ABS U0 [[Im A3y ]
"IN0 pulj 01 Juem Aoyl op ION "OLIIUI0UID K[aAT
-B1a1 21w A3y} 9Z1[eal A[[ensu Jou op A3y} ing "SI
-51q fiunyzoddo [enba oq o3 wass Loy ‘sanLourw
Auew 0§ piemo) 2[11soy ale £3Y L "Way) ur ony,,
Jo AKward aaey osje suzleioyne Juim-1ySry

‘pasIaAds st A9y SULI0IS 6—[ AY YDIYM J0) "IN WEN-UOD 7 STATPUL,

Pwio) asuodsal f+
01 — 2] pur Ioea 123lgns A1) Yiiw wopuoedsar ap azuwiwe] djoy
01 SIONOS-01qI,, IR 7 PUR | SWIDI] "PAIOIS DI —¢ sy K[uQ “a1eoN

‘ungn A wodj £1unos 1no Suruosiod st vy 101 99 N0

dwois dioy o1 uazn onowed £1042 Jo AIRp 241 29 [{im
W praye oF,, oY Sn JAIS SIOPLI] WUAWUIAA0S N0 DUQ ‘TE

»TO1ARYRQ 11071 U12A0T 01 S9INJ,, UMO JIoy]

aew 01 pue oy 3, uop Loy sEury suese 35a101d 01 wop
-ao1y 121eas aary Aepor ajdoad Sunok 1wyt (nyrapuom U Cj ¢

s1sud aU) U1 ApoLns SU0JAG SUOTIUSALOD JrIN0S pun

SPUTRGSNY J19Y) 0] JAISSIWQNS AP UIWOM UdYM SATP aY [
“8q 01 S1UBM QUS IDAIYM 2q pinoys _aderd s uewom,, v (¢

-yied 2011 1IN0 01 Yorq SN 108 pur SIAYEWA|QNON)

a1 pateurwia A3yl 31 paynsn{ ag pnom spoyiaw 1533
-uons oY) *snotas 0s FuINAF $1 AIIUNOI INO UT HOUEMIS Y], 6T

£ M0[[0j a[doad Jayjo yarym asoy ury) 13tjoy

10 19112q Aue AJLIESS20aU 10U Jv YdIYm swolsnd 1snf ale
JOIARY3 [ENXAS pue A1Sopotu SUIpIedal $3[nsIno Jo10] ¥ "]

I3PIO puv mr] as2s21d puT SpIRpUBIS [RIOW N0 JALS

01 8u10§ asm am J1 s19yrWRqnoN) pur sdnold uriaap uo

IBPICY UAOD YOUIO 01 DALY am MOUS [|e s1apIosip ognd
102031 oY1 pur “ANLIOWIH [EOXS "2WLID U0 S10%] 24 "L7

£ WY 105U3d 0 samod

a1 aAry JudwdA0f 2yl 121 01 URYD SANTUNWWOD INO Ul
s1ajydwind jestprs pur sourzeRew Aysen 9ATY 01121129 51} 97

“f1un ur $13prat Mo Sumolo) uo
-K1aA3 Ui aundiosIp st zsows spaau AIunod ano 1eya €7

& RIOUWILUT PUT [LIOW 1 10yMm JO SpIepums [ruosiad umo

(8 =™ A[RUOSIad UBLIBILIOYINY, Jaul0 8yl

Jray) do[aaap pealsul pue ‘eduepIng snordifal Jo swaoj pjo
12410 2Y) pur a[qig 3yj o1 uonuane ssaf Ked prnoys aidoad $7
‘wonae Jo mo nd prroys sanuoyine ay; woygm ‘sasod
-ind ss3[po§ umo I1ay1 Jay 11 ting o1 SulAn a1e oym ‘Avpol
Anunos ano up ajdoad [riounuy qeoipes Auvw are AdY], (T
“£101008 Ut 20e[d [RUOTIPRY
5, dno1s nay) 1dasoe pur dninys jsnf pinos s1ayrwoignoxn
30 sdnoiS uteuas J1 191194 10] © YIOM PInom ANunod sty 77
w.JsonfeA AQiwey [ruonpral, Ajap 01 yinoua aariq
Suiaq 103 pastrad 2q pinoys sISIUIWRY PUv sjerxasoutoy ‘[T
wAtm uao 1211 18210 0)
suy ApoqA1aaa toJ1f 2A1] 01 _Aum 1ySu gNQ,, Ou ST 3ty 07
‘JunpAraaa Juiuing am oym | sajdde uanol, s jo pul
138 pur ‘op 01 Snt [[01 SANLIOYINE Y] TeyM OP *SIYILJaI0]
Ino Jo sArm oty Jouoy am J1 w13 aq s Anunod nQ 6l
£'98I002
-11ut [enxas muvwaid yim Suorm fuigiou st arayl 81
‘e Sunsndsip pue {ysen uo spuey
11ayy 158 10u pinoa ajdoad eyl os sauizefew paJosUaD
sanuoyine 1adosd ayi J1 2u0k1243 10) 153q oq ppnom 1] LI
‘paystund Ajfuons aq 1snw way yeaig oym
A0y} puT ‘2] 001 SI )1 210J3q POMO[[0] ANIDLNS 9 ISNUL
aferuew pur AydesSournd ‘wonioqe 1moqe samey s,poD 91
#.,-3U0p aq 01 pasoddus aze sTuig Kem ruuou,, ayy Sutiol
-8t pur ‘uoida1 SulZInud quawuraaof no Suibuaqey?
ale oym aso dIe Anunod smo u apdoad 1saq 2yt Jo 2W0S <l
ped
3011 INO 0] OB $T AWV PUT *[1AD YSNID [[Im oym J13pra
pauluLIsIap *Juons v st spasu A(jear {nunos ano UM !
s I12Aead jooyns ystjoqu 01 10 *S1yfu jrwie 10] ysu
vonoqe s uawiom 10y Junsatoad £g mara s Aol U

pue me[ ay p:
[INS  SON[PA P2E

-JIp way) sayer
-aq snoIgdar ‘<

-Ipea) pue Jaqiy
{Sews 10U Op 4

Auew s1asdn st
-IN0J Y1 2ARY |
» sdureo jsipnu

-praids s1oyews
ydnoy swos nd
PeAE SISUD Y1

ST UAYAY "W
A1aa 3w nok

yoea 01 uornodeal

1Ry pury A|grqo.

117 10} 20115t
WIS I9A3U Az
sawy Auewr m
isow yonyd ¢
doup ayy 18 A2
unepoold [in
~EANS QU0 WIC
Jeads,, 03 wi
AIRuruoas—
Kuew soquey
SJu pue ‘pazi
29 01 spua
U0 uey) woy)
~Uowaw uo ;

Pue wstnua
WOS oArY §




“UOICIDOSSY [0D
-13ojoyoLsd uratiowy oyl Jo vorssiod s pmuLidas am swai ay

Joaryd narp ur
pakers sdnold Jouajur j1 [jo 1a1aq aq pnom Anunod sy L, pue |, 1ood
AE O1 PO[IUUTYD B PINOYS SHOINOKIT ST JO DIOUL 'SISEAIUT firom
§ Anunod v sy, ;paddoip A[Temuoad orom eyl jood W (pa6T) S0 10
01121 WOI] SIUWMNIS OM] |, *SIANIS-0[qQR],, T PUR | SW}] S ‘pasn os[e
1 SWaN NR-U0D PUE 11R1-01d 91 paXIULIANG | $AIPIS AL U] "pos1aa

ST A0y SULI0DS AU YOIEM O] WA JEN-UOD 1 SAEIIPUL 4, SHON

spenbo se sarnunod 1agio jean am ey wepodun st pg
«(Kpenha pajean 2q prnoys surwny [[y) "a[grssod

yonw se sjenba se 1atjloun duo ean 03 A1 Poys Op ¢

»1enbd ag prom suonieu [[v prom [Eapt ue uy 7|

+ AUnod s1iy) ut swayqold
1omd) sary pjnom am A[[enbo azow pyean aram afdoad 5 1
< Aueabg 01
» K1enba [edos paseaouy (g
« Knrnba arwouoas pasearur 'g
"SI0
uo das 01 A1ms$003U SAWINAWIOS ST1Y "9} 1| U1 praye 185 Of, *f
‘19410 01 Jouayul 1snl ase ajdoad awog -9
_ ‘SIBYI0 uryl A1) ut
soueyd e jo asow aaey a]doad swos i1 wagqosd v ou sty g
‘s1oyio uey Jurarasap azow snl o ojdoad swog -
-a19m aydoad (v [enba moy
1NOqE $SO PAINd M 1 1JO I2112Q 3q PINom LNunos sty
‘s1atpo v Ayutom o 1snl ase apdoad owog -
‘s1ayo Jo sprnba oyn1ou Adwirs 2w ojdoad jo sdnoid owog -

<t

— i

31e3g (0Q$) uolejualQ aueuIwOQ |EI0S WA)|-udaunod ay) “z LIGIHXI

-nfa1d oy yim sdiysuone(a1 QS “renonted
u] "sarpnis Auew Ul pasn uadq Apeale svy I[eds
OdS ayj ‘s1o1uaaul St Jo ATI2U9 241 03 sYURY L
'ySy se Jsowr
-[2 paaold (WSTIZAIdSUOD J1wouode—~eoniod jo
samseaw snoliea pue ‘quawysiund jendes jo j1od
-dns repp Jino ay Jo woddns ‘s1ySu s, uouwiom ‘sa1d
-r1od [erovs “1ood ayi Surpie§ar satorjod [e100s <8-2)
SOPNJIIE JUBAD[I IO (314 SUOIIDAUUOD) "WISIOT]
yor[g-nue pue ‘2811qo 0ss9jqou Jo uorjoalar e ‘wsi
1o [eIndna ‘wisnored ‘WsI{RUOITY JO SAINSBA
M (OGS 1940 AJfunsn) suone[a110d aarssardur
A13A owos dn Fuel 1521 aY1 ‘purny Jaylo Ayl up
(€961 ‘uos
~}or[) WO YoIeasay AN[CUOSIA] UOSYOR[ Y] pue
(£861 ‘ySnon) Alojusau] AN[RUOSIag CILIOJIRD)
3U] y10q WOIJ SIS 2DUTUILO( Y] Ylm ‘Jued
~udisuou Af[ensn ‘g7 uvyl $SI| S/ PAIAPUDI OS|E
$21008 OAS (P S6 UNm WEDJIUSIS AT[ROonsness
10u) y10q patemsue 1ey] 2[dwes auo ayl ut [ A[uo
PaAIL[a1100 SA[EOS VA PUE QS 243 ‘A[SUIpIosdy
‘doueurwop [ruosiadigiul pun wsiueLIvILIOYINE
yioq woiy jua19yyip Surylowos der o
1{ing stam 2[eos QS Y1 “SIIPNIS 1UIPNIS T JAA0
padofeaap Aqnjare) (g, “d) .Jeatyoreiaty sns
-1a4 ‘[enba aq 03 suonrjal yons siajaid A[jeisued
AUO I3YIRYM SUNDIJAL ‘suonr[al dnosSialul piemo)
uonrjuaLio [ruipnyNe [riouas v, del o1 (Z nquy
-Xg) a[eos (OS) UONTIUILIQ) DUTUIUO( [TIN0S
Y PaTEaId (66 1) STIA PUL YLIOM[[IS ‘snTuepig
‘ORI CSMIURPIS WIL PUR 0]101d BIDI ] 191uY
1041
~13 2dURUIIOP YONs JO 2INSeAW pood v papiaold
SPY A$1a SUIYIOU ST 2[QNOT] YT, "PMOID SATSSIWIGHS

oy Jo ASojoyoAsd ayy axmdes 01 arowr pajorns
-U0D SEA 11 dOUBUILIOD UBLILILIOYINE JO 2INSLat
POOS B U232 J2AJU SBY J[TIS YAAY Yl Ing ,ludw
-uraao8 ut senuoyine 1adoad,, are Aoy ‘e 101w
SSMITA [ONS UM INDUO0D—SIUISBWI JUO ‘S[enpla
-1pUl QAISSIIIGNS [[? 18 J0U—SIINPWME] SWOS 18Y)
pasudins aq jouues oM 0 " T JUSWIUIRA0S ur san
-Loyine todoxd oy jo juawSpnl oyl 3501 01 1919q
skem|e s1 3], ‘9jdwrexe 10) :95I10pUa PINoOd suostad
JUBUTIWOP PUY JAISSIUQNS Y10q TLY) SW2) SUTEIN0D
3180 WAL 2U1 U1 210J3q LIS WISIOSE] oY) aYI]

Ajijeuosiad ueuiwoq ayg ‘|

'sontjod Ul UCISUDWIP SATIBAISUOI—[LIAqT] Ay}
Jo amseaw [nyromod 1sow 1mo sapraoid aeds ay)
steadde 11 ‘Aoua1sISUOD [RILIAIUT JO S[2A9] ArgUIpIOE)
-X2 yons Yiim 2[edS VMY 2l 1amsue sueionijod
‘Al[eul "sme] Jo1U0d uns Jaysnol asoddo Aoy pue
quawystund [eiided 10Ae} Aoyl *UOIIOQR UO SUON
-eqnwiy 151s asodunt oy Junm A3y, "SIy Jo [11g
a1 Ul padjueIens SWOPaalj JAYI0 pue ‘Ajquuasse
Jo g3 oy ‘ssaxd a1 Jo wopaalyy ‘ynaads Jo wop
-2a1y Sumuwy smey ssed prnoa oyl ysim pue ‘aoip
-nfaxd ur 12y iy 21095 os[e sIayTWME] VMY YSIH
‘0P SIRIDOWA(]/S[RIaqIT]
UBIPRUE)/STRIDOW( MIN UBIPEUR)) URyl a[mog
YA AUyl o Jay3iy wooz "sy1ooq Sunoa ay ut
srauoddns nayl ayy| ‘surionijod urorjqndaywiog
-2y URIPRUE)/QAANTAIOSUQD) URIPEURD) 18Y] PUno)
SATY $AITIS Paltun) Y W saume|siSa) s ayy e
ATeaU puv BpRUE)) U1 $2INITSITA] 241 JO 180W JO N3l
-pnis oy Uy IYSi, eontjod ay) uo pajenuasuod

£B0Jj0YoASd [RO1jlj0d =™ 88




S NI 0 0 I 090909090 Ehalsnes 0090 8

rthing else hag
lominance ¢j.

lanius. Pratto,
)4) created the
)O) scale (Ex-
al orientation
g whether one
be equal, ver-
Hy developed
cale was built

from both
1] dominance,
ales correlated
rered both (not
). SDO scores
lly nonsignifi-
from both the
Gough, 1987)
-h Form (Jack-

up some very
wer .50) with
1, cultural elit-
wnd anti-Black
evant attitudes
yor, racial poli-
Gulf War, sup-
1ous measures
m) proved al-

tors, the SDO
ny studies. In
| ethnic preju-

equal.*

:quals as much as
d equally.)*

tries us equals.*

e scoring key is re-
nd con-trait items. |
tements from Pratto
ped: “As a country’s
be channcled to the
ferior groups stayed
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Jice, sexism, militarism, punitiven.ess. and conser-
Jatism usually appeared as predicted when _the
scale was tested in Canada, China, Israel, Mexico,
New Zealand, and Taiwan (Pratto, Liu, Levin,
gidanius, Shih, & Bachrach, 1996). In another
study, persons riding commuter trains were clev-
erly involved in an experiment that confirmed stu-
dent-based findings that people would hire High
sDOs for positions that serve the interests of privi-
Jeged groups, and Low SDOs for jobs that serve
oppressed groups. Independently of this. subjects
also tended to hire men for the “hierarchy-enhanc-
ing” roles, and shunted women into hierarchy-di-
minishing positions (Pratto, Stallworth, Sidanius,
Siers, 1997). Many studies have found that men
yre higher than women on the SDO scale in al-
st every culture tested thus far.
Because Felicia Pratto shared some of her pre-
iinary results with me, I quickly discovered that
SDO scale dominated the RWA Scale when it
ne to explaining prejudice. In a March 1993
study involving 187 undergraduates at my school,
RWA correlated .48 with answers to the Manitoba
Ethnocentrism scale—a 20-item instrument mea-
suring hostility toward aboriginals, Arabs, Asians,
Blacks, Francophones, Jews, and so on, that I con-
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sider my best measure of general prejudice among
“white” Manitobans (Exhibit 3). But an early 18-
item version of the SDO scale banged out an eye-
popping .71 with the sum of such prejudices! RWA
and SDO correlated .38. Put in my place and im-
pressed—if not stunned—1I never considered what
the two scales could do rogether.

A. The McFarland and Adelson
(1996) Study

Enter Sam McFarland and Sherman Adelson, who
employed 438 Kentucky students and 283 nonstu-
dent adults in a grand pitting experiment featur-
ing 22 different psychological measures. Three of
these assessed prejudice against Blacks, women,
and homosexuals, and a fourth scale tapped patri-
otic attitudes. Abbreviated versions of 18 person-
ality tests that had shown some connection with
prejudice. including the RWA and SDO scales,
composed the rest of the longish booklet. The re-
searchers wanted to see how much of the “target”
prejudice/patriotism scores could be explained by
these personality tests.

EXHIBIT 3. The 1997 Manitoba Ethnocentrism Scale

1. If we don’t watch out. Asians will contro! our economy
and we'll be the “coolies.”

. We should 1ake in more refugees fleeing political perse-
cution by repressive governments.*

3. Arabs are too emotional, and they don’t {it in well in our
country.

4. If Sikhs who join the RCMP want to wear turbans in-
stead of the usual hat, that's fine.*

5. It is good to live in a country where there ae so many
minority groups present, such as Blacks, Asians, and
aboriginals.*

6. There are entirely too many people from the wrong sorts
of places being admitted into Canada now.

7. “Forcign™ religions like Buddhism, Hinduism. and Islam
are just as good as Christianity, all things considered.*

8. As a group aboriginal people are naturally lazy, dishon-
est. and lawless.

9. The more we let people from all over the world into our
country, the better.*

10. Black people are. by their nature, more violent and “primi-
tive” than others.

1. Jews can be trusted as much as everyonc else.*

(3]

1
12. The people from India who have recently come to Canada

have mainly brought disease, ignorance, and crime with
them.

13. Every person we let in from overseas means either an-
other Canadian won’t be able to find a job, or another
foreigner will go on welfare here.

14. Canada should guarantee that French language rights exist
across the country.®

15. Tt is a waste of time to train certain races for good jobs;
they simply don’t have the drive and determination it takes
to learn a complicated skill.

16. Canada has much to fear from the Japanese, who are as
cruel as they are ambitious.

17. There is nothing wrong with intermarriage among the
races.®

18. Abuoriginal people should keep protesting and demonstrat-
ing until they get just treatment in Canada.*

19. Mony minorities are spoiled; if they really wanted to im-
prove their lives. they would get jobs and get off welfare.

20. 1tis a sad fact that many minorities have been persecuted
in our country, and some are still treated very unfairly.*

Note.* indicates a con-trait item. for which the scoring key is reversed.
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TABLE 4.1. Results of the September 1996 Study
Psychometric properties Preiudice toward
Mean
No. of inter-item “Sum of Corr. with  Corr. with
Scales items corr. Alpha Homosex. Blacks Women Patriotism “Sum of Sam” Six” social dom. RWA
Social Dominance Orientation 14 .29 .84 42 .52 .49 .28 .59 .59 — 22
Right-Wing Authoritarianism 30 .29 .92 .61 .30 .38 14 .51 .49 .22 —
Just World 16 .08 .59 -.05 -.07 -.08 .07 -.03 -.03 ~.02 12
Need for Structure 12 .31 .84 11 .09 -.01 .04 10 10 .06 .34
Self-Esteem 10 .37 .84 .04 -.05 .07 .07 .05 .08 .07 .01
Psychoticism 25 10 72 .28 .35 .43 .03 .38 .38 .34 -.01
Callective Self-Esteem 16 .29 .86 -07 -.20 -17 12 -12 -.14 —.08 .04
Attributional Complexity 28 .26 91 -.23 -27 -.31 -17 -.33 ~.31 -.19 -.17
Value:
Conformity 4 42 74 .08 .02 -.04 .02 .03 .04 .00 .40
Security 7 23 .66 -04 .00 -1 .14 -.01 .03 .02 A7
Power 5 44 .80 22 26 .21 .29 .34 .33 .43 .09
Achievement 6 37 77 -.08 .00 -.08 .07 -.03 -.03 .00 .01
Hedonism 2 48 .64 -11 .07 -.01 .21 .06 .07 17 -25
Stimulation 3 48 .73 .00 .06 .06 .10 .07 .09 .10 -.09
Self-Direction 6 .32 73 -.28 -.09 -.18 -.06 -.21 -19 -.13 -27
Universalism 8 32 79 -.35 -17 -32 -.16 -34 -.33 -.31 -17
Benevolence 7 42 .83 -10 -.10 -.21 -.10 -.18 -17 -.20 .19
Traditionalism 5 .35 72 .16 .15 .05 —.02 .13 a2 .04 .51
Spirituality 4 .26 .56 .04 -02 -.01 -12 -.02 -.02 -.08 .26
Religious Fundamentalism 20 .35 .92 .44 .18 .22 —.04 .28 .26 .04 77
Dangerous World 14 29 .85 .24 .08 .03 —-05 10 a7 .00 .49
Self-Righteousness 8 46 .87 47 19 .23 11 .34 .34 13 .63
Anomie 5 24 .60 .15 22 .09 —-06 .13 21 .01 .20
Subject’s Sex - - - 42 .24 .54 10 .45 45 29 .09
Prejudice toward Homosexuals 10 .62 94 42 .61
Blacks 8 .29 74 .52 .30
Women 8 42 .85 .49 .38
Patriotism 10 15 .63 .28 .14
Ethnocentrism 20 .33 .90 .58 .30
Attitudes toward Aboriginals 20 42 .94 A5 .28
Attitudes toward Quebec 14 .28 .85 19 .20

Notes. “Sum of Sam” = sum of standardized scores on Prejudice toward Homosexuals, Blacks, Women, and Patriotism scales. “Sum of Six” = sum of standardized scores on Prejudice toward
Homosexuals, Blacks, Women, Ethnocentrism, Aboriginals, and Quebec scales. Subject’s sex was coded 0 = female, 1 = male.
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;ing on a premier, of muggings, and of heroin deal-
ing. Burt’s (1980) Rape Myth Acceptance Scale
and a demographic survey ended the booklet.
Results. The SDO and RWA scores of the 239
arents who answered Booklet A correlated .50
and 4 1. respectively, with ethnocentrism, and .41
and .57 with hostility toward homosexuals. Inter-
connecting .17, they accounted for 51% of the
variance of the combined standardized prejudice
scores. As in earlier studics, High RWAs did not
think they would prove more prejudiced than oth-
- /+=,02). But high SDOs, to some extent, knew
would (28).
hat about the other measures? Social domi-
e and authoritarianism correlated .20 and .35
willingness to help persecute “radicals,” .12
32 with sentences handed out in the Trials
tion, .24 and .32 with acceptance of myths
about rape, and .20 and .57 with willingness to
repeal Canada’s Bill of Rights. While all these
pointed in the expected direction, the RWA rela-
tionships emerged significantly stronger in all
cases except Rape Myth. Let’s put that in the back
of our minds for a moment, along with the rela-
tionships with the remaining variables in this ques-
tionnaire, and go on to the second booklet.

2. Booklet B

Answered by 243 parents, Booklet B began with
the Religious Fundamentalism, RWA, SDO, Eco-

The Other “Authoritarian Personality” m 95

nomic Philosophy, and Left-Wing Authoritar-
ianism Scales. Next came an anti-Semitic “Mili-
tia” scale, which I developed after the Oklahoma
City bombing (Exhibit 5). I tried out some other
personal power, meanness, and domination items.
Then 1 presented four situations in which High
RWAs had shown double standards in the past:
abuse of power during an election by a left-wing
or aright-wing provincial government (Altemeyer,
1981, p. 323). Quebec’s right to leave Canada ver-
sus Montreal’s right to leave a seceding Quebec.
sentencing a prohomosexual or an antihomosexual
activist who led an attack upon opponent demon-
strators, and sentencing either a panhandler or an
accountant who attacked the other after a sidewalk
argument. (Accordingly, two versions of Booklet
B were distributed to homes. In one, parents judged
the seriousness of a conservative government abus-
ing its power, Quebec’s right to leave Canada, an
antihomosexual who led an attack on homosexu-
als, and a panhandler who attacked an accountant;
in the other version of Booklet B parents judged
the opposite cases.) The booklet ended with the
Religious Emphasis scale and the question about
being physically punished while growing up. A
demographic survey wrapped up the task.
Results. Mean responses to the 12 Militia items
indicated these parents put little stock overall in
the premise of a Jewish-led conspiracy in the fed-
eral government to take away everyone’s guns and
impose a left-wing dictatorship on the country. But

EXHIBIT 5. The Militia Attitudes Scale

1. Highly placed people in the national government are plan-

ning 1o impose a Communist-type dictatorship soon.

. The federal government is NOT plotting to destroy free-

dom in our country.*

3. Our country is basically controlled by Jewish-owned fi-
nancial institutions.

4. 1f people knew the truth, they'd know that Jews are caus-
ing most of the corruption and suffering in our country.

5. The federal government is NOT taking away our rights,
nor is it conspiring to destroy democracy in our coun-
try.*

6. There is an international Jewish conspiracy that is trying
to dominate the world through control of banks, the news
media, the movie industry, and so on.

7. Itis ridiculous to think that some group of Jews or any-
one else is planning on selling our country out to the
United Nations or some mythical “world conspiracy.”*

[8%]

8. Jews are not trying to take over the world, That is simply
a myth spread by bigots to make people fear and hate
Jews *

9. Our national government has been taken over by homo-
sexuals, radical feminists. atheistic Communist-types,
and, especially, by Jews.

10. Our country is a much better place because of the Jews
who live in it.*

11. Powerful elements of our government, led by Jews, want
to take all the guns and spirit from the people so they can
enslave us.

12. We have more freedom than almost anybody else on earth,
and no group of Jews or feminists or “left-wingers™ is
plotting to take it away from us.*

Note.* indicates a con-trait item. for which the scoring key is reversed.
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98 = Political Psychology

I called these puzzling people “Wild-Card
Authoritarians.” and the Militia scale provides the
key to understanding many of them.

The present study indicates most Wild-Card
Authoritarians have anti-Semitic militialike sen-
timents. Of the 25 high RWAs-high LWAs in the
sample that answered Booklet B, 17 (68%) aiso
scored in the top guartile on the Militia scale. So
most of these “wild-cards™ seem to be right-wing
authoritarians who overrode the preamble and
table-setters to the LWA Scale because they
“know” the Establishment is composed of Jews
and their accomplices who control an oppressive,
plotting, gun-grabbing government. Accordingly,
the LWA scale’s scan for revolutionary author-
itarianism uncovered such authoritarianism in the
anti-Semitic militia-oriented High RWAs.

Moving beyond the mystery of the Wild-Card
Authoritarians, which seems more understandable
now, who overall harbors anti-Semitic militia sen-
timents? Of the 60 respondents who scored in the
top quartile on the Militia scale, 20 were High
RWAs, 14 were High SDOs, and an additional 10
were both. So right-wing authoritarianism and
social dominance—the two major consorts of
prejudice in our society it seems—provided 73%
of the anti-Semitic Militia types in this study.

G. The November 1996 Student Studies

Both the parent studies indicated that SDO-RWA
results obtained with student samples had broader
validity. So I prepared another booklet for some
yet-unsurveyed Manitoba introductory psychology
students, which 185 of them completed in Novem-
ber under “secret number” conditions. However,
circumstances dictated that this questionnaire had
to be answered on a 48-hour “take-home” basis.
As this can produce sloppy responding, [ attached
a slip of paper to each booklet that read, “It is a
condition of this study that you will answer care-
fully and honestly. So do not participate if you
cannot do a conscientious job.” I stressed this pre-
condition when describing the experiment in the
students’ class. .

The booklet began with the Religious Funda-
mentalism, Right-Wing Authoritarianism, and
Social Dominance Orientation scales. Then
Christie and Geis’s (1970) Machiavellianism
(“Mach IV”) scale appeared, followed by some

“Mach-type” items of my own invention. An up-
dated version of the Manitoba Ethnocentrism scaje
once again provided a broad-band measure of
prejudice; it ended by asking respondents how
prejudiced they thought they would be compared
with the rest of the sample. I then presented my
choicest assortment of personal power, meanness,
and dominance items. A demographic survey
ended the task.

The results proved considerably stronger than |
had any right to expect, so I gave essentially the
same booklet to another untested class on the same
take-home basis. Their 177 sets of answers sim-
mered down the earlier findings when stirred in,
and 1 shall present the results from the merged
samples.

Results: Old Tricks and New Tricks

SDO and RWA correlated .11 with each other, but
67 and .40, respectively, with Ethnocentrism. To-
gether they explained 54% of the prejudice
scores—obviously due mostly to the social domi-
nance measure. As usual, high RWA students sel-
dom realized they would prove more prejudiced
than average (—.02), but high SDOs usually knew
they would (.44). As before, right-wing authoritar-
ians tended to be religious fundamentalists (.80),
to.accept the teachings of their home religion (.52),
and to attend church (.53). But high SDOs had no
such leanings (.02, —.15,—-.08). Males popped up
more often than females among the socially domi-
nant (.39) but not among the high RWAs (.03).

Now for some new tricks. The Machiavellianism
scale had a low mean interitem correlation of .11
and an alpha = .72, Whatever its items measure,
its summed score correlated .54 with SDO and -
.18 with RWA. The hefty relationship with social
dominance got its heft from such “Mach” items as
“The biggest difference between most criminals
and other people is that criminals are stupid enough
to get caught™; “The best way to handle people is
to tell them what they want to hear”; “Never tell
anyone the real reason you did something uniess
it is useful to do so™; and “All in all, it is better to
be humble and honest than important and dishon-
est” (with which High SDOs disagree).

The suspicion that high social dominators tend
to be Machiaveliian (in the generic sense) was re-
inforced by the Mach-type items I wrote, nearly
all of which correlated with SDO scores. The stron-
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For example. Richard Christie and [ were sur-
rised that RWA di.d not associate highl){ with
cores on his Machiavellianism scale. In fact, it

ually correlated negatively. Now [ see that we
usere «carriers” of a misconception that goes back
t‘:l) Erich Fromm. We ex'pected justlon.e kind of

srsonality to play a rqle in authoritarmmsm, wh‘en
in fact the Machiavellianism associated with dic-
tatorial behavior appears to come from high SDOs,
pot high RWAs.

pavid Winter and I were similarly mystified
when his TAT-based measure of need-Power (Win-
ter, 1973, 1988) proved uncorrelated with RWA.
want to bet I was not again confusing dominators
with submitters? High RWAs may usually be con-
tent to bow to those above them, but high SDOs
are driving to rise in the ranks.

For a final Ancient Mystery of the RWA Scale,
the positive correlation between left-wing and
right-wing authoritarianism also surprised me.
Now it appears that the “Wild-Card Authoritarians”
detected in those data were mainly hostile high
RWA and high SDO “militia-types” who inter-
preted the Establishment as Jews, homosexuals,
feminists, and other “left-wingers.”

N. Are High SDOs “Authoritarians”?

This paper is entitled “The Other ‘Authoritarian
Personality.”” Why the qualification? Are not high
SDOs authoritarians? Yes and no. [ would say they
are in the sense that “authoritarian” connotes “dic-
tatorial.” I think you can count on high SDOs dic-
tating to others when they have the social author-
ity to do so.

But social authority probably does not produce
dominance in high SDOs, the way it triggers sub-
mission in high RWAs. Instead, high SDOs will
probably try to dominate others in general, legiti-
mately or otherwise. If some group landed in a
Lord of the Flies wilderness and social authority
evaporated, I think the high SDOs would quickly
start snarling and scheming to become the alpha
animal. So I would not call social dominators
“authoritarians, pure and simple.” They do not have
the reverence for established authority that right-
wing authoritarians have, aside from its being a
means to their end. They are social dominators,
pure and simple. But they will produce authoritar-
ian social systems with the support of high RWAs

The Other “Authoritarian Personality” = 105

if they become legitimate authorities.

Why then do high SDOs tend to end up on the
“high RWA end”™ on many sociul issues? I can of-
fer three reasons. First, social dominators tend to
hold conservative economic and political philoso-
phies. Second, experiments have shown that high
RWAs (but not lows) will trust untrustworthy
people who tell them what they want to hear. So
if—no offense intended-—you believe that “one of
the most useful skills a person should develop is
how to look someone straight in the eye and lie
convincingly,” where will you find your easiest sell
on the potitical spectrum? Whom do you sidle on
up to and praise the Lord? The right-wing
authoritarians.

Third, some social dominators could express
strong belief in submitting to the established au-
thorities on the RWA scale if they consider them-
selves (now or someday) the authorities others
should submit to. Hitler would seem to have been
such a person, and the students who role-played
his beliefs produced extremely high scores on both
the SDO and RWA scales. Such “High SDO-High
RWASs” are somewhat rare, as the correlation be-
tween the two measures only comes in around .20.
But about 8% of my samples did score in the upper
quartiles of both the RWA and SDO distributions.
These “dominating right-wing authoritarians”
proved distinctive in another way. In every study,
they had the highest prejudice scores of any group
in the sample. They are thus the most worrisome
persons [ have found in my investigations.

0. Improving the Social Dominance
Orientation Scale

Just as I constantly tinker with my own measures,
' have tried to improve the internal consistency of
the SDO scale. Adding the following 6 statements
to the 14 original ones shown in Exhibit 2 raises
the mean interitem correlation (and the test’s rela-
tionship with prejudice) a small but useful amount:
“Some people are just much better than everyone
else, and deserve to have power and control over
others™; “This country would be better off if infe-
rior groups stayed in their place”; “The best people
should not be expected to accept others as
‘equals’”; “We should strive with our mightiest
efforts to increase equality and social justice in
our country” (con-trait); ““The poor and the weak
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