How | Make Grazing Work For My Jersey Herd

Darrdl Carlton

Our dairy fam, Carlton Jersey Farm,
conggts of 120 acres of crop land of which we
use 30 acres in the pasture rotations. The herd
presently condstsof 56 mature Jersey cows and
50 heiferswith arolling herd average of 16,000.
My wife, Donnie, and mysdf are the sole
managers of the operation. During the winter
months, wefeed our herd dfdfahay, corndlage,
and grain mix throughthe milking parlor and three
computer feeders located near the freestdl barn
and milking parlor. During the grazing season,
we use home-grown dfdfa hay dong with the
grazed forages. We graze mainly dfdfa and
orchard grass pastures. When pasturesrunshort,
we supplement with additiond afdfa hay.

Prior to 1980, my reatives utilized
brome-dfdfa pastures as night pastures during
the summer. | reasoned that if this worked for
them, grazing might work for our operation.
Around 1980, we started grazing some of the old
dfdfastands. We saw that thiswas beneficia to
our operationthrough increased milk production.

About 1982, we started strip grazing which
further improved production and, more
importantly, improved pasture utilizetion. Over
the years, we have conducted some of fidd trias
for various grazing varigties of dfdfa We were
the fira farm in Kentucky to use 401Z-
Amerigraze, an improved grazing variety of
dfdfa

Ealy in the grazing season (first 60 to 90
days) when the “grass’ is growing more rapidly,
we use six paddocks of about three acres each.

Cowsare left oneach paddock about three days
resulting in 18 days between rotations. As the
temperature increases and the growth rete of the
dfdfa dows, we utilize some of our dfdfa hay
land for grazing. Thus, in the hotter parts of the
umme we may utlize over 10 different
paddocks of about three acres each. Each
paddock will be grazed for about two days with
21 to 22 days between grazing rotations. When
dfdfaand grass become limiting, we feed dfdfa
hay to supplement the pasture forage. Yes it
does cost money to establish the dfdfa- grassin
the pastures but these costs are spread out over
6 years. When using pasture, it isimportant that
each paddock have a convenient source of water
and shade. Itisour experienceif cattle leave the
pasture, they will not return to est when it is hot
outsde. The closer the cows stay to the pasture
they are grazing, the more they eat and the better

they milk.

The bottom line for me is that grazing
dfdfa improves our income over feed costs.
During the soring , when “grass’ isvery lush we
often times s an improvement in milk
production. The cows tend to eat three pounds
less grain when they are grazing, thus, resulting in
more money in our pockets. Also, whenwe are
very busy with field work, lesstime needsto be
spent scragping the cow lot (less manure
deposited on the lot) and feeding the cows.

In addition to the financid bendfits
grazing improves the hedth of our cattle through
less feet and leg problems with catle off the
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concrete more. Wedso havelessdisplacements
because they are eating more roughage and not
overconsuming grain. We fed tha we can
control flieseasier whenless manureisleft onthe
concrete lot.

Bloat can be a problem when grazing
dfdfabut you just need to use some cow sense.
Cows congregating under a shade tree can
increasethe incidence of madtitis. Also, wehave
found that we need to dedicate time to watch
our cows for heat. We have found

that this is best done later in the evening when

we are doing some other chores around the
cows. Other than having to manage these
potentia problems, wefed that grazing dfdfahas
definitely made us money and we plan on
continuing to use grazing in our feeding and
management program.
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