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Why Do Research?

A To come up with a fact-based answer to a
guestion for which no sound answer
previously existed.

A Then use that answer to predict FUTURE
performance or response of the crop to
some change in management practices.
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Why Do On-Farm Research?

A Similarly, to answer a question for which
Nno answer previously existed.

A Secondarily, to validate previously
discovered answers for a question of
Interest to you.

A Thirdarily, to convince yourself that some
alternative management practice Is
profitable for your own conditions.




Why do It.

A Obtain data to answer a question.

A Learn something new or confirm current
thoughts.

A Investigate a study on your own
farméunder your own ¢

A Develop relationships with growers.




Downsides to On -Farm
Research?

A Time involvement.

| Easy for all to commit in the winter,
sometimes difficult to follow through.

A Logistics of on-farm trials can be
burdensome or prohibitive to growers.

A Making inferences based on only one or a
few locations can be risky. o<«




On-farm research

A O-farm research is easy when your plow
IS a pencil and your field is 100 miles

N\

away. O

Loose translation from Greg Schwab quoting a
former presidenteEi senhowe
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Everything takes time.

Task

Estimated Time

(days)
Gathering hybrid seed, chemical, etc. 05to1l
Work through details with farmer 05tol
Planting 1
Harvest 1
Summarizing data 0.5
Scouting for stand, pests, lodging, etc. 1.5
Total 5t06
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Small Plot Research




Small Plot Research
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Your World
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