
We visited a number of urban 
community and permaculture 

gardens around Havana.

Community and Permaculture Gardens



Our first stop was America’s Farm.



The farm was named 
after our host -

America.
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Carolyn photographing
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Hannah discussing farming systems with Pepe.



PepeElena

Pepe getting Elena to sample tamarind.
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Everyone had a chance for a picture with America.
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We also visited several suburban permaculture projects around Havana.



Project permaculture El Sevillano



This permaculture garden was associated with the Antonio Núñez
Jiménez Foundation that sponsored our visit to Cuba. 

They also get financial support from Canada 
and other international organizations. In 

turn, they act as an education hub for other 
permaculture gardens in the community.



Permaculture is an integrated farming system and philosophy that advocates 
food production in an earth sensitive manner in concert with nature. 



We were provided with an overview of permaculture philosophy 
and how it was implemented on the property. 



Zone 1 is located 
closest to the house 
and have crops that 
require the most 
attention. 

Each progressive zone 
requires less 
attention with zone 5 
being closest to a wild 
ecosystem.

Crop plants are usually 
in zone 3.

Permaculture gardens are organized into five zones. 



To save nature is to save life.

Some systems will 
plant crops based 
on celestial order 
like the phases of 

the moon.



Describing the types of crop plants. 





This garden used raised beds bordered by recycled glass bottles. 



Permaculture systems usually have a plan for water use and conservation. 



Their system for 
rainwater collection 

and a sanitation system 
to recycle waste for 

fertilizer.



This garden had Cuy (guinea 
pigs) and rabbits. 

Permaculture systems may also include animals.



Zoe taking notes on 
the garden.



An “interested” 
observer of the 
visitors to her 

home.



Getting a rooftop view of the garden. The pergola helps cool the house.



We also visited other residences in this neighborhood.



Carolyn and Elena visiting the goats.





One sustainable residence was filled with interesting stuff.



The kitchen area.



There west wall was a 
wild mural.




