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Why test varieties?

ÅService to the industry

ïIdentify varieties well adapted to our region that 

make good wine = Sustainable production

ïDetermine strengths and weaknesses to advise 

growers

ÅService to U.S. breeding programs

ïDetermine if selections are worthy of release

ïPerformance of selections in new climates

ÅNew NE-1020 Multistate trials

ïCompare performance across wide range of 

climates



Strengths and Weaknesses

ÅCold hardiness

ÅDisease susceptibility

ÅFruit/wine quality

ïDate or ripening, fruit chemistry

ÅVigor/yield relationship

ÅEtc.



Strengths

ÅCold hardiness

ïFrontenac, Marquette, LaCrescent

ÅDisease susceptibility

ïNorton, Steuben, Cayuga white

ÅFruit/wine quality

ïTraminette, Valvin muscat, Chambourcin

ÅVigor/yield relationship

ïNoiret, Vidal, Cayuga white



Weaknesses

ÅCold hardiness

ïvinifera, Chambourcin, Cayuga white

ÅDisease susceptibility

ïTraminette, Vignoles, vinifera

ÅFruit/wine quality

ïNorton, vinifera, Frontenac

ÅVigor/yield relationship

ïNorton, Traminette, Valvin muscat 



Recent Releases

ÅNew York

ïNY 70.809.10 = Corot noir

ïNY 73.136.17 = Noiret

ïNY 62.122.1 = Valvin muscat

ïNY 65.533.13 = Traminette

ÅMinnesota

ïMN-1047 = Frontenac

ïMN-1166 = LaCrescent

ïMN-1211 = Marquette



Publications

Grape Varieties for Indiana (HO-221)

Midwest Grape Production Guide (OSU Bulletin 919)

Growing Grapes in Kentucky (ID-126) 



Variety Adaptation to Climate

ÅTemperature
ÅMinimum winter temperature
ÅCold hardiness

ÅHeat accumulation and season length
ÅDate of bud break and ripening

ÅRainfall
ÅAmount and distribution, especially from 

veraison to harvest

ÅRipening date and tendency toward rot 
problems



Midwest Climate
USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map



Kentucky has zones:

5b (-10 to -�����Û�)��

6a (-5 to -�����Û�)����

6b (0 to -���Û�)��


