
Topping Studies 
Market trends point to a demand for more tips 

and topping higher.  Tobacco topped to 26 leaves was 
compared with 20 leaves and yielded 50 lb/a more in 
Lawrence Co., but was equal in Allen Co.  On average 
26 leaves out yield 20 leaves by 87 lb/a. Yield per 
leaf however is dramatically lower at the 26 leaf 
topping height.  A look at some costs associated with a 
higher leaf number indicates that the added yield in 
most cases will offset the added costs.



Effects of Topping Height on Yield
Lawrence Co. – Malcom Smith Farm
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Topping Study Labor Comparisons
Lawrence Co. – Malcom Smith Farm
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Effects of Topping Height and Timing on Yield
Allen Co. – Mike Brown Farm
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Effects of Topping Height and Timing on Yield
Allen Co. – Mike Brown Farm

665 527 611 606 569 598

1400 1473 1383 1198 1508 1657

642 711 713
683

724 585

2707 2711 284128012707 2488

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

20 26 Bud 10-25% 50-75% 100%

Leaf Number                                        Bloom Stage

Y
ie

ld
 lb

/a

(14 x L8)

HSD 0.05 =184   438   173   457                            241  401   210   453



Effects of Topping Height 
and Timing on Yield per Leaf
Allen Co. – Mike Brown Farm
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