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TOBACCO

DISEASE UPDATE FOR THE WEEK
OF SEPTEMBER 2
by Kenny Seebold

After our initial flush of blue mold back in the middle of
August, no new reports of the disease have surfaced. As
you might imagine, the hot and dry weather and the
advanced stage of much of KY’s crop have gone a long
way in keeping old blue in check.

The threat from blue mold at this time remains fairly low
in KY. The weather for the next 10 days appears to be
more of what we’ve seen for the past 2-3 weeks - hot and
very dry. The majority of the crop in KY has moved into
the low-risk category, meaning that it has been topped or
(more than likely) harvested. Growers with susceptible
tobacco in the field should keep an eye on things;
however, at this time no preventive actions are warranted.
If blue mold is found in counties outside Shelby, Henry,
and Oldham, please contact me (kwseebold@uky.edu).

Heat and drought have slowed other disease problems as
well. Two weeks ago, we saw an increase in the amount
of target spot and frogeye, but are now seeing these
problems wane in the face of unfavorable conditions. At
this point in the season and given the current weather, it is
unlikely that fungicide applications would be needed for
the majority of our producers to cope with either target
spot or frogeye.

For more information, visit the KY Tobacco Disease
Information Page online at
www.uky.edu/Ag/kpn/kyblue/kyblue.htm.

CORN

BROWN SPOT
by Paul Vincelli

I've heard reports of scattered cases of field corn with very
high incidences of brown spot in western Kentucky (up to
80% of plants affected). Typical symptoms of the disease
are shown in Figure 1.

In situations of high incidences like this, I believe the
disease is generally a minor player in terms of yield, and
field research seems to support this conclusion. However,
selected cases of highly susceptible lines may show
unusually high levels of damage.

Reports are that the disease is occurring above the ear in
corn fields treated with Qol (=strobilurin) fungicide
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(Headline® fungicide, in the case I am aware of).
Headline® is labeled for brown spot control, but the
presence of abundant symptoms above the ear suggests
that the application was not highly effective.

Except in unusual cases, I don’t expect this disease to
seriously impact yields. If symptoms are seen on the
lower stalk after stripping away leaf sheaths, if would be
good to monitor those fields for stalk strength as the crop
matures and before harvest, since it is possible that lower
stalk infections could compromise stalk strength in some
cases. Check stalk strength by squeezing the affected stalk
internode between thumb and forefinger to see if it
collapses. If 10-15% of stalks collapse easily, schedule the
field for early harvest before a strong wind results in
lodging of the field.

W \ UGA1234218
Figure 1. Symptoms of brown spot of brown spot of
corn. Courtesy Clemson University - USDA Cooperative
Extension Slide Series, , Bugwood.org.

FORAGES

ESTABLISHMENT PESTS OF ALFALFA AND
GRASSES
by Lee Townsend

Several insects feed on late summer seedings of alfalfa and
forage grasses,
often without harm.
However, if enough
are present, there
can be significant
stand loss. The
most common
culprits are fall
armyworms and
grasshoppers but
crickets and other
insects can be there, too. Fall armyworms feed on corn,

grasses, and a range of other crops. They can be active
until a killing frost. Several beetle species, including the
spotted cucumber beetle, feed on alfalfa seedlings.
Regular inspection of new seedings will allow early
detection and assessment of feeding damage, and
treatment if necessary.

Fall armyworm infestations tend to be clumped and
intense because each female can lay several hundred eggs
in a mass. The small larvae move out from these focus
sites as they grow and consume all of the nearby plants.
Look for roughly circular areas of missing plants. Examine
the soil under surface debris for the striped larvae. If
caught early, spot treatments can be sufficient to deal with
the problem.

Grasshoppers and crickets can chew off small seedlings.
Damage may appear at the edges of fields and expand
inwards. These insects will move readily so feeding
should be more diffuse over an area.

Evaluate injury carefully. Low rates and spot treatments
may be all that is needed to deal with pest activity. See
ENT-17 for control options.

SOYBEANS

SOYBEAN APHID: CURRENT STATUS
IN KENTUCKY
by Doug Johnson

Soybean aphid is present in Kentucky, make no mistake
about that. Nevertheless, as of this writing, field
infestations pest remain very small. Additionally, the
north central region suction trap network indicates little
activity in our area.

The Kentucky Sentinel Plot system tells us the aphid is
present and widely distributed. Fortunately, numbers of
aphids remain very low. This is typical of what we have
seen in past years in Kentucky. In addition, captures of
soybean aphids in the North Central Aphid Suction Trap
network in our area are non-existent. The two Kentucky
traps (Princeton & Lexington), the Dixon Springs, IL trap
and the Portageville, MO traps have not captured any
soybean aphids as of the last reporting date. Again, this is
quite typical of our area for this time of year.

These monitors indicate a very small likelihood that we
will have trouble with this pest this year. On the other
hand, they are not the only important facts to consider.
The upper Midwest has had considerable problem with
soybean aphid. Many fields have been sprayed and a
significant number of fields have been treated more than
once! You might want to review the regional situation on
the Soybean PIPE site at: http:/ /sbr.ipmpipe.org/cgi-
bin/sbr/public.cgi (Be sure to select Soybean aphid as the




site will open with Soybean Rust). Additionally, it is
typical in Kentucky that soybean aphid populations will
not show significant growth until the summer
temperatures begin to decline. Past history tells us that the
largest soybean aphid populations occur in the latter two
weeks of September and the first of October. Add to this
the understanding that we have a large number of late
planted / double-crop fields of soybean that still have a
long time before they mature.

Producers should continue to scout their soybean fields
for soybean aphid and other insect pests. In fact they may
expect to find larger soybean aphid populations than have
been reported for the year to date. It is still quite likely
that Kentucky will not see any economically important
soybean aphid populations but one should keep and eye
open, especially on any late maturing beans.

WATCH FOR SOYBEAN PODWORM (AKA
CORN EARWORM) AS YOUR PODS ARE
FILLING

by Doug Johnson

Is your corn drying down? Are your soybeans still filling
; pods? If so, you
should be
watching for the
soybean
podworm. This
is the same insect
as the corn
earworm. While
the pest prefers
o to lay its eggs on
corn silks, when those begin to dry up, they will make
another choice, and that choice just may be soybean pods.

Soybean podworm may be the single most dangerous pest
to soybean in Kentucky. Though Kentucky has very few
really economically important insect infestations, the
soybean pod worm is one that can sneak up and do
significant damage before anyone notices its presence.

The infestation is started by adult moths laying eggs on
the beans. Adults are buff to light green moths with a
wingspan at rest of about 12”. The UK-IPM pheromone
baited traps are beginning to show a slight increase in
capture of these moths. The numbers are not out of the
normal range but traditionally begin an increase at this
time of year. They may bear watching over the next
several weeks. You may view the counts at the end of this
newsletter and at:

http:/ /www.uky.edu/Ag/IPM/ipm.htm

Eggs are white to pink and are laid singly. The eggs hatch
into caterpillars that will grow to about 1” in length. The

caterpillar is the damaging stage. These caterpillars are
usually tan to pale green but some individuals may be
almost back.

These insects feed almost exclusively on pods. They eat
away pod walls and consume the seed. This also provides
entry for disease organisms that may damage seeds
remaining in the pods.

Plants most at risk are late planted / late maturing and
late blooming plants. Also, fields with a canopy that does
not close or closes very late in the season have increased
risk. Additionally, fields adjacent to maturing corn will
have additional risk. The adult moths are attracted into
flowering plants, but the damage occurs in the pod filling
stages.

For soybean in wide rows, the economic threshold is two
caterpillars per row foot. This is very small number and
indicates the damage potential of this pest. In narrow row
beans where use of a 15”sweep net is the only available
method of sampling, control should be considered if you
are finding about 10 worms in 25 sweeps.

Insecticidal control is not particularly difficult. It is the
detection of the pest BEFORE it has done its” damage that
is most important.

For more detailed information see Entfact-144 at:
http:/ /www.ca.uky.edu/entomology/dept/entfacts.asp

LIVESTOCK

HORSE FLIES ARE A SERIOUS ANNOYANCE
WITH LITTLE CHANCE

FOR RELIEF

by Lee Townsend

Horse flies and deer flies
have painful bites! They
use knife blade-like
mouthparts to cut the
skin, then they feed on the
blood that wells up at the
cut. They feed during
daylight hours and are
most active when winds
are relatively calm. The
adults are strong flies and
may move as much as 2 miles from their breeding sites to
feed.

THE BLACK HORSE FLY

Horse flies are attracted at a distance by moving dark
objects. When closer, they may use CO2 or warmth as
cues to the host. This means they will continue to come



even if insecticides or repellents are in place. They will
keep trying to feed until the protectant ultimately fails
and they can get in a good slice. Because of this, the flies
can continue to be an annoyance even when they can’t
feed.

Horse fly larvae develop in moist soil along water or in
wooded areas. Some species feed on insect larvae or other
small invertebrates. The larvae move to drier soil to
pupate before emerging as adults. The breeding sites are
not only large and dispersed, they are ecologically
sensitive areas that cannot be treated with an insecticide.
Consequently, source reduction is not an option.

In general, horse flies don’t enter darkened areas so a
shady loitering area with good air flow can be somewhat
of a deterrent during the day. In some cases, this may be a
way that animals can get some relief.

Pyrethroid insecticides (permethrin, for example) can
provide some repellent effect for animals but thorough
spray coverage is needed to areas where the flies are
feeding. Irritation from the insecticide can cause the fly to
leave before it bites.

SHADE TREES & ORNAMENTALS

FALL WEBWORM TENTS ON BRANCH
TERMINALS
by Lee Townsend

Fall webworm
caterpillars are
covered by pale
green or yellow
hairs and have
rows of black spots
along their backs.
Groups of these
caterpillars can be
found in webbing
at the end of branches on American elm, maples, hickory,
sweetgum, and other deciduous plants. The caterpillars
feed on leaves inside the webbing and expand the “tent”
as they require more food.

Usually, the infestation is limited to a branch or two on a
plant and the impact is aesthetic rather than a plant health
threat. Removal and destruction of the web and
caterpillars is an effective control measure. The activity
periods of this caterpillar has not coincided with MRLS.

DIAGNOSTIC LAB-HIGHLIGHTS
by Julie Beale and Paul Bachi

During the past week, the PDDL received samples of
black shank, brown spot, target spot and hollow stalk on
tobacco; and Fusarium blight and frogeye leaf spot on
soybean.

On fruits and vegetables, we diagnosed bacterial wilt on
pumpkin, Phytophthora blight and Pythium root rot on
pepper; bacterial spot on tomato; and common rust on
bean.

On ornamentals and turf, we have seen bacterial leaf
scorch on pin and red oak; Rhizoctonia crown rot on
peony; scab on pecan; southern blight on lobelia; powdery
mildew on oak; dollar spot and summer patch on
bluegrass; and brown patch on fescue.

INSECT TRAP COUNTS
August 22-29, 2008

» Princeton, KY

Black CUtWOITIL ...c.vvivieiicieceeceeeee e 1
True armyworm........ccccooiiiiiinniiicccces 9
COIN EATWOTIMN ...ceviieiieeieecieeeeteeeieeeteeereeeereeereeeereeeareas 35
European corn DOTer ........cccovvveeuevereueueeiceninennneienenenes 1
Southwestern corn Dorer ...........cccoveveeeeeveeceeeeeereennns 15
Fall armyworm........cccccociuiiinninniniriccccccccnrrenes 1
» Lexington, KY

Black CULWOITI ...ovviviiiicieceee e 2
True armywWoOrm.......coocoiviiiniiiiinies 0
COIN CATWOITIN ...ttt et eeree et ereeereeereeeanees 25
European corn borer ...........cocoeeeueucuciiieninnnneeennes 0
Southwestern corn borer ...........ccooveeeeeeeveiveeeeeeeenene 0
Fall armyworm........cccccccoeieininnirininicicierceeeeeenseeeenenenes 0

Graphs of insect trap counts are available on the IPM web
site at -http:/ /www.uky.edu/Ag/IPM/ipm.htm.

View trap counts for Fulton County, Kentucky at -

http:/ /ces.ca.uky.edu/fulton/anr/

F {Gumttend

Lee Townsend, Extension Entv-rﬁolvsiﬂ -

NOTE: Trade names are used to simplify the information presented in
this newsletter. No endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service
is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products that are not
named.
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