


e
veryone has their own definition as
to what “homecoming” means to

them. But ask any University of Ken-
tucky alum, and you are bound to hear a
litany of good times enjoyed by being
with family and reuniting with former
classmates.  

“My favorite memory of a UK Home-
coming includes a new dress, a huge
white mum corsage from my date and a
victory in ivy covered Stoll Field,” says
Mary “Kekee” Edwards Szorcsik ’72 BE
of Bonita Springs, Fla., referring to pre-
Commonwealth Stadium days. “Return-
ing to campus for Homecoming is always
a great opportunity to enjoy the Wildcat
spirit and traditions, reunite with friends
and to remember the wonderful years we
spent at UK.”

Just like other alums, Szorcsik and her
husband Mitch Szorcsik ’70 ’71 BE have
their favorite “haunts” they like to visit
during their return to Lexington for
Homecoming. “We have a routine which
includes breakfast at Tolly-Ho, a trip to
the bookstore, lunch at Phillip’s Market
— we were both business students — a
stop at Two Keys and, of course, a victory
at Commonwealth Stadium!” she says.

e tradition of Homecoming and
football on the UK campus most likely
got its start almost 100 years ago. e
2011 Kentucky Football Media Guide

notes that the first Homecoming proba-
bly occurred on Nov. 25, 1915. is in-
cluded a football matchup between
Kentucky and Tennessee, with Kentucky
emerging victorious, 6-0. J. J. Tigert was
the UK head coach, and Charles
Schrader, captain. Perhaps a testament to
how football was played “back in the
day,” one of the star players on the
field that day for the 1915 Home-
coming game shows up in UK
records as having already received a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry in
1908 and a master’s degree in 1912.
e appearance of alumnus
William “Doc” Rodes on the team
was highly anticipated.

From the 1916 Kentuckian: “By
the first of October, Captain
Schrader, ompson, Crutcher,
Hedges, Corn, Zerfoss and other
veterans of previous seasons had
reported, and another Wildcat
team began to evolve. For a while
there was some uncertainty as to
whether or not Doc Rodes would
fall in line, but ere long the call of
the blood brought him back from
the Southland. His reappearance
in a Blue and White uniform was

the cue for much rejoicing in the local
camp.”

is first Homecoming game saw Ten-
nessee adopt tactics early in the game that
showed it was going to play a defensive
game to try to wear out the Wildcats and
then resort to rushes by their backfield. 

Homecoming means tradition.

Homecoming means more than winning a game. It’s a way for each
part of the university to come together to revel as a whole, honoring

the past and looking toward the accomplishments of the future.

Homecoming means football, floats and fun!
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Again, from the Kentuckian, “By sheer
will power and grit ‘State’s’ line held
whenever their goal was threatened. Doc
Rodes seemed to be all over the field,
breaking up attempted forward passes,
returning punts, and tackling runners
when he was needed most. At one time
Quarterback May of Tennessee slipped
through the entire ‘State’ team and ran
35 yards, to be intercepted, tackled and
downed by Doc Rodes. Aer three fail-
ures, the mighty toe of Rodes booted two
goals from placement from the 45-yard
line, and the game closed with no more
scoring. All regulars, in addition to Kelly,
Zerfoss, and Gumbert, played well, con-
clusively convincing the several thousand
spectators in the enclosure that the past
season had seen ‘Old State’ represented by
one of the best teams in the South.” 

Records are not complete, but it looks
like Kentucky has had a Homecoming
football game every year since 1946.

ere is more to UK Homecoming
than football, however. If you think of
UK as having been your “home” for four
years, you’re also likely to have a senti-
mental yearning to return to visit with
former professors, tour campus to see
how it has changed, eat at a favorite
restaurant and look for somewhat famil-
iar faces. e late John Ed Pearce, a
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and UK
graduate who attended the university in
the early 1940s, once noted, “Home is a
place you grow up wanting to leave, and
grow old wanting to get back to.” 

Homecoming has been important for
Harry B. Allcott ’81 BE of Spring, Texas,
but now getting back to campus has
taken on further meaning. “Coming

back as an alumnus and sharing the expe-
rience with my son Taylor, a UK under-
graduate, and our family has created a
favorite memory of UK Homecoming,”
says Allcott. “I think returning for
Homecoming shows support for the
school and also the importance of a
legacy to younger students who see the
alumni. It says that this university experi-
ence I had was an important part of who
I am today.”

Allcott says that participating in
Homecoming events like those arranged
by the UK Alumni Association, as well
as having the opportunity to visit area at-
tractions has been a big draw of return-
ing to campus.  

“e events were great and gave us
plenty to do,” he says, noting that the
family tries to attend the football game,
visit the Gatton College of Business &
Economics, stop by the UK Alumni As-
sociation tailgate tent party, as well as
catch the races at Keeneland. 

In the future, he’s hoping that his son,
Taylor, will continue to participate in the
traditions of UK Homecoming, just as
he has, and coordinate his return to cam-
pus with former classmates to reconnect. 

Once again this year, in keeping with
tradition, the UK Alumni Association,
UK colleges and student organizations
have planned a multitude of activities to
engage alumni and friends of the univer-
sity. But one new campus tradition that
alumni can be a part of any time of year,
including Homecoming weekend, is vis-
iting Wildcat Alumni Plaza, rubbing the
Wildcat’s nose for good luck, reading the

inscribed pavers, and posing for a photo
with the sculpture. 

Kekee Szorcsik and her family have al-
ready “met” the Wildcat, and she says
that the plaza is truly special because it
brings students and alumni together,
helping to create great memories on any
day, including Homecoming. “We’ve had
our picture taken with the Wildcat and
seen our engraved brick,” she says.
“We’ve even spotted ourselves on the
Wildcat Alumni Plaza EarthCam!” 

Now’s the time to begin planning
YOUR return to campus to enjoy remi-
niscing with former classmates, watch
UK beat the Georgia Bulldogs, attend
one of the many UK Alumni Association
events (tailgate tent party, Classes With-
out Quizzes, etc.), visit your college, and
cruise around favorite area haunts, like
Keeneland.  

Act now! Check out all the upcoming
reunions and festivities on the next sev-
eral pages that can be part of your own
2012 UK Homecoming experience Oct.
15-21. We’d love to see you! �

William Rodes

Two Keys Tavern
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Monday, October 15
Homecoming Pep Rally 
8 - 10 p.m., Wildcat Alumni Plaza
Help us kick off Homecoming Week at the Wildcat Alumni Plaza lo-
cated off Avenue of Champions, directly across from Memorial
Coliseum! In addition to other activities, there will be appearances
by former players, cheerleaders and the UK band. 

Thursday, October 18
Big Brew Networking Event
7 – 9 p.m., West Sixth Brewing Company
Join fellow UK alumni at one of Lexington’s newest hot spots, West
Sixth Brewing Company. Mingle with other alumni and friends,
sample the brews, enjoy appetizers and hear from one of the co-
owners and UK alum about starting a small business and giving
back to the community.

Friday, October 19
“Paving the Way” at the Plaza
8 – 11 a.m., Wildcat Alumni Plaza
The UK Alumni Association invites you to enjoy a morning with the
newest campus celebrity — the Wildcat sculpture at Wildcat Alumni
Plaza — as you take a look at the pavers in the plaza purchased by
loyal alumni and friends. A professional photographer will also be
available to take your photo with the regal Wildcat. If you haven’t al-
ready purchased a paver, you may do so during this day, as well. As a
bonus, enjoy a light breakfast as you stroll the plaza!

seeblue. Day at Keeneland & Racing
Begins at 11 a.m., Keeneland
Wildcats, join us for festivities throughout the day! General admis-
sion is FREE for UK students, faculty, staff and UK Alumni Associa-
tion members (with I.D.). The first 200 UK Alumni Association
members who show their membership card at the UK Alumni As-
sociation table in the north terrace will receive a free gift. Wear
blue to the track and stick around and catch all the racing action.

College of Nursing Homecoming Brunch
9 – 11 a.m., Hilton Suites, Lexington Green
Plan to attend the College of Nursing Alumni Association Home-
coming Brunch at the Hilton Suites at Lexington Green. Classes of
2002, 1992, 1982, and 1972, join your reunion table at the brunch
to celebrate your successes. 

Homecoming Parade Watch Party
6:30 – 8:30 p.m., Downtown
Join fellow alumni downtown to watch the 2012 UK Homecoming
parade! UK Alumni Association members who stop by the gather-
ing spot will receive a free gift!

Saturday, October 20
Homecoming Breakfast
8 – 9:30 a.m., King Alumni House
Start the day off with a delicious breakfast with fellow UK alumni
and families featuring fruit, scrambled eggs, bacon, pastries, bis-
cuits and gravy, and more. 

Gaon College of Business & Economics Homecoming Breakfast
8 – 10 a.m., Atrium, Gaon College of 

Business & Economics Building
Join us for a Homecoming breakfast honoring 50th anniversary alumni
of the Gatton College of Business & Economics who will receive special
recognition. All alumni are encouraged to attend this event!

College of Engineering Alumni Breakfast
8:30 – 10 a.m., Raymond Student Commons 

of the Ralph G. Anderson Building
All College of Engineering alumni and friends are invited to attend
a Homecoming breakfast and visit our Pathway of Innovation!
Catch up with old friends and reminisce about your experiences in
the College of Engineering.

Classes Without Quizzes
9:30 – 11:30 a.m., W.T. Young Library Auditorium
Go back to class, reminisce of your days as a UK student, and learn
something new along the way in one of two classes (TBD). 

UK Alumni Association Luncheon
11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m., King Alumni House
Join us for a light luncheon at the King Alumni House. Enjoy soup,
salad, sandwiches, dessert, and drinks as you mix and mingle with
fellow UK alumni and friends.

Campus Bus Tour
12:30 – 2 p.m., Tour departs from and returns to the 

King Alumni House
View the changes on UK’s campus during this bus tour, with stops
at the Main Building, W.T. Young Library and the UK Bookstore. 
*Please note if the game time is changed, this event may be cancelled.

All events and details are subject to change. 
Please check www.ukhomecoming.com often for more up-to-date information. 

October 15-21, 2012

www.ukhomecoming.com
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Homecoming Tailgate Tent Party
2 1/2 hours prior to kick off, Commonwealth 

Stadium Red lot near Gate 4
Enjoy tailgate food along with exciting games, entertainment, face
painting, giveaways and performances by the UK cheerleaders,
mascot and pep band.

UK College of Law Homecoming Tailgate Party
2 hours prior to kickoff, corner of Cooper and University Drives
Please join the UK College of Law Alumni Association for compli-
mentary barbeque and beverages as the Cats prepare to take on
the Georgia Bulldogs for 2012 Homecoming.

Georgia vs. UK Football Game
TBD, Commonwealth Stadium
It’s Cats versus Bulldogs as UK takes on Georgia in the 2012 Home-
coming game! Purchase tickets through the UK ticket office by
calling 1-800-928-2287 or visiting www.ukathletics.com/tickets

Sunday, October 21
Farewell Breakfast
8 – 10 a.m., Crowne Plaza Hotel Lexington – 

The Campbell House
Say goodbye to new friends and former classmates during break-
fast at the Crowne Plaza.

Hotel Rooms are available at the following locations: Crowne Plaza Lexington and Residence Inn Lexington South.
Please check www.ukhomecoming.com for rates and cutoff dates.

Events Members Nonmembers Children 
(10 and under)

Monday, October 15
Homecoming Pep Rally ________ = FREE ________ = FREE _______ = FREE

Thursday, October 18
Big Brew Networking Event $5 x ____= $____ $8 x ___ = $______

Friday, October 19
“Paving the Way” at the Plaza ________ = FREE ________ = FREE _______ = FREE

Nursing Homecoming Brunch $25 x ____= $___ $25 x ____= $_____

Parade Watch Party ________ = FREE ________ = FREE _______ = FREE

Saturday, October 20
Homecoming Breakfast $5 x ___ = $____ $8 x ___ = $______ _______ = FREE

Engineering Breakfast $10 x ___ = $___ $10 x ___ = $_____ _______ = FREE

Gatton College of Business & Economics $10 x ___ = $___ $10 x ___ = $_____ _______ = FREE
Breakfast

UK Alumni Assoc. Luncheon $5 x ___ = $____ $8 x ___ = $______ _______ = FREE

Classes Without Quizzes ________ = FREE ________ = FREE _______ = FREE

Campus Bus Tour ________ = FREE ________ = FREE _______ = FREE

Homecoming Tailgate Tent Party $5 x ____ = $___ $10 x ____ = _____ _______ = FREE

Georgia vs. UK football game Purchase tickets through the UK ticket office by calling 1-800-928-2287 or visiting www.ukathletics.com/tickets

Sunday, October 21
Farewell Breakfast $5 x ____ = $___ $8 x ____ = ______ _______ = FREE

Homecoming Total   $ _______________
Name: _______________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

Name of Guest(s): _____________________________________

Total Enclosed: $ ______________________________________

Payment Options:    � Check (Make payable to the UK Alumni Association.)
� Visa    � Mastercard    � American Express    � Discover

Credit card number _________________________________________________

Expiration Date _____________________________________________________

CVV (3-digit code from back of card)____________________________________

Signature of cardholder ______________________________________________

Mail completed form with payment to: 
2012 Homecoming, UK Alumni Association, 
King Alumni House, Lexington, KY 40506-0119.
You can also register online at
www.ukalumni.net/2012homecoming or 
over the phone by calling 859-257-8905 
or 1-800-269-ALUM (2586). 

www.ukathletics.com/tickets
www.ukhomecoming.com
www.ukalumni.net/2012homecoming
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Thursday, Oct. 18
Golden Wildcat Society Reunion Registration 
Time: Noon – 4:30 p.m.
Location: Crowne Plaza Lexington – The Campbell House 
Attendees are asked to stop by the Crowne Plaza to pick up all
event tickets, nametag and itinerary.

* Please note if you are unable to stop by during the times listed 
above, all materials will be transported to future events.

Golden Wildcat Reception & Dinner
Time: 5:45 – 11 p.m.
Location: Crowne Plaza – Campbell House
Enjoy an elegant evening of dinner and recognition as members
of the Class of 1962 receive their pins and are inducted into the
Golden Wildcat Society. After dinner, enjoy a time of reminiscing
with fellow Golden Wildcats.

Friday, Oct. 19
Reunion Breakfast
Time: 8 – 10 a.m. 
Location: Hilary J. Boone Center
Enjoy a delicious breakfast at the Hilary J. Boone Center located in
the center of campus. This will be a great time for you to reminisce
with former classmates and make some new friends.

Keeneland Racing and Lunch 
Time: Noon – 5 p.m.
Location: Keeneland – Phoenix Room
Catch all the racing action while enjoying a buffet lunch in one of
Keeneland’s best locations. Situated high atop the grandstand, the
Phoenix Room offers a view overlooking the Paddock. 

* Please note that the Phoenix Room has a dress code. Gentlemen  
must have a collared shirt, dress slacks and no open toe shoes. Coat 
and/or tie is optional. Ladies: dresses, pantsuits, capri pants, any 
dress shoe. No denim or athletic attire.

Homecoming Parade Watch Party
Time: 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Location: Downtown 
Enjoy a cookout downtown with fellow alumni and watch as the
2012 UK Homecoming parade passes in front of our gathering spot. 

Saturday, Oct. 20
Homecoming Breakfast
Time: 8 – 9:30 a.m. 
Location: King Alumni House
Start the day off with a delicious breakfast with fellow UK alumni
and families featuring fruit, scrambled eggs, bacon, pastries, bis-
cuits and gravy, and more. 

Gatton College of Business & Economics Breakfast
Time: 8 – 10 a.m.
Location: Gatton College of Business & Economics Atrium
Join us for a Homecoming breakfast  honoring 50th anniversary
alumni of the Gatton College of Business & Economics who will receive
special recognition. All alumni are encouraged to attend this event!

College of Engineering Breakfast
Time: 8:30 – 10 a.m.
Location: Raymond Student Commons of the 
Ralph G. Anderson Building
All College of Engineering alumni and families are invited to at-
tend a Homecoming breakfast and visit our Pathway of Innova-
tion! Catch up with old friends and reminisce about your
experiences in the College of Engineering.

Classes Without Quizzes
Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Location:W. T. Young Library Auditorium
Description: Go back to class, remember your days as a UK student
and learn something new along the way in one of two classes (TBD). 

UK Alumni Association Luncheon
Time: 11:45 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Location: King Alumni House
Join us for a light luncheon at the King Alumni House. Enjoy soup,
salad, sandwiches, dessert and drinks as you mix and mingle with
fellow classmates and friends.

Campus Bus Tour
Time: 12:30 – 2 p.m. 
Location: Departs from the King Alumni House
Board a campus bus and view the changes on UK’s campus. 
Includes stops at the Main Building, W.T. Young Library and the
UK Bookstore. 

* If the game time is changed, this event may be cancelled.

Homecoming Tailgate Tent Party
Time: 2 ½ hours prior to kickoff
Location: Commonwealth Stadium Red Lot near Gate 4
Enjoy tailgate food along with exciting games, entertainment,
giveaways and performances by the UK Cheerleaders, mascot and
Pep Band at this tent party.

Georgia  vs. UK Football Game
Time: TBD
Location: Commonwealth Stadium
It’s Cats versus Bulldogs as UK takes on Georgia in the 2012
Homecoming game. 

Sunday, Oct. 21
Farewell Breakfast
Time: 8 – 10 a.m. 
Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel Lexington – The Campbell House
Say goodbye to new friends and former classmates during
breakfast.

Class of 1962 and Golden Wildcat Society Reunion Schedule

To register for these events, please visit
www.ukalumni.net/golden or call 
859-257-8905 or 1-800-269-ALUM(2586).

Deadline for registration is Oct. 15, 2012.

Please note all activities and details are subject to change. Please visit www.ukalumni.net/golden for the most up-to-date information.

www.ukalumni.net/golden
www.ukalumni.net/golden



