
________________________________________________________________________ 
Feature 

Ernie  

Fletcher 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
By Liz Demoran 
 

December 9 at 12:01 a.m. 
University of Kentucky alumnus Ernest 
Lee “Ernie” 

 Fletcher became the first person to 
be sworn in as governor of Kentucky in 
the 21st century and the new 
millennium. His inauguration also 
marked the beginning of the first 
Republican administration in Kentucky 
in more than three decades.  

Fletcher received a B.S. degree from 
the University of Kentucky College of 
Engineering in 1974 and was a 1984 
graduate of the University of Kentucky 
College of Medicine. He joins a list of 
UK graduates who have held the chief 
executive post, with the most recent 
predecessors being Paul E. Patton 
(1995-2003), John Y. Brown Jr. (1983-
1987) and Martha Layne Collins (1979-
1983).  

In his inaugural address Fletcher 
said that his administration will build 
upon the successes Kentucky education 
has seen in recent years. “Whatever 
success Kentucky has in the future will 
be achieved only by citizens who 
receive a complete and vigorous 
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education. And that includes higher education,” he said. “In the new, knowledge-based 
economy, higher education is absolutely necessary. We want to have outstanding regional 
and research universities, and we will work to place a university among the top 20 
research institutions in America.” 

Only days after his inauguration, Fletcher was one of the dignitaries at 
groundbreaking ceremonies for the UK College of Pharmacy’s Center for Pharmaceutical 
Science and Technology at UK’s Coldstream Research Campus. The College of 
Pharmacy is ranked No. 3 in the nation, the highest ranked academic unit on the UK 
campus. The college’s new center will be the largest sterile pharmaceutical 
manufacturing facility in the state.  

“With facilities like this I think we can begin to move the state forward, move the 
state forward in a way where we take advantage of our talent, where we play to our 
strengths,” Fletcher said. 

“This area of interest and expertise that Kentucky has needs to shine nationally,” he 
said, “and I think this facility and this effort will help us do that.” 

Fletcher has led a remarkable life: a jet fighter pilot, family doctor, engineer, lay 
minister, former state legislator, and now governor of Kentucky. He most recently was 
serving his third term representing the 6th Congressional District of Kentucky, elected in 
2002. As congressman, Fletcher was a member of the influential House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and served as the chairman of the Policy Subcommittee on 
Health.  

His primary federal legislative priorities included improving health care and 
Medicare, ensuring educational opportunities for all children, making taxes fairer, flatter 
and simpler and protecting family farmers. 

Fletcher’s service to the nation began in the United States Air Force. He served as an 
F-4E Aircraft Commander and NORAD Alert Force Commander and led flights that 
intercepted Soviet military aircraft during the Cold War. 

His legislative service began in 1995 as a State Representative for the 78th District of 
Kentucky. During his term in office he served on the Kentucky Commission on Poverty, 
the Task Force on Higher Education and was chosen by the governor to assist with 
reforming Kentucky’s ailing health-care system. 



Prior to his election to the House, Fletcher was a family 
practice physician for 12  

years and served for 2 years as CEO of the Saint Joseph 
Medical Foundation. 

Fletcher, a native of Kentucky and a long time resident 
of Lexington, was born in Mt. Sterling November 12, 1952. 
He has been married to his high school sweetheart, Glenna 
Foster, for more than 30 years. They met while attending 
Lafayette High School. After her husband’s nearly six years 
in the Air Force, Glenna Fletcher attended Lexington 
Community College. She obtained her Associates Degree in 
nursing and became a licensed Registered Nurse. She 
worked at the University Health Service and Employee 
Health Service at the UK Medical Center for a number of 
years, later entering public service as a partner with her 
husband as he moved from the State House to the U.S. 
Congress. As a congressional spouse, Glenna has promoted 
literacy and proper prenatal care and will continue to do so as First Lady of Kentucky. 

The Fletchers have two grown children and four grandchildren. 
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