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I wies the fifth mning &f a

rare Lexington Legends day

grme kst spring. Inside
l'||I|"|'\-':""\-'I- ‘% Park, @ pack ol 1een-
LS |||'\l!|'- iried their hands ot a
|'||_|_|'||'._|; caee, toddiers and thei
parenis Lok spans on the carousel
mnd a fitthe boy and his sister fed
mne analher s Ll i |'||,_ Linl-
ton candy — all while ithe home
peanm led the Asheville Towrests 4-
2 By il aceounts, o perfoct day sl
thiz hallpark. Amd Abiin Steim was
where, if yvou know anyihing abouod
the mnn, you mghl exped him 1o
bz at the park™s [ranl giles, greet
& TH

Adter o few handshnkes wnd
dmiles e wies ot work ngum,
pointing out & puddle that needed
attention to one of his stalf while
le made his way back Lo 1he gams
perhaps, or. more likeky, 1o his of
e — just insiche the =tadiam
swhore e felds calls from arosind
e couniry with ane guestiEn m
cormmion: How'd souw do that !

1 e o st keens coming be
ciuse Alan Siein's accomplish-
meenks as president and CEC ol
the Lexington Legends are o sc-
s ol ||1'.|:-.---'|l:|i':||.ﬂ . wihad
Fonlks sz wHis |1|||l||-\.-|l'l|q.' bt Sein
dhickn 't seem o notiee. When it be-
came clear in 195 1hat the city of
Lexington wosild not help fund
construction of o basehall stacdiom,
Steim and s busiess partners
found nowsy o badd the 6AKE)
scnt hullpark — at a cost of $13.35
million — entirely through priviste
funding, the frst tome it had
ben done in minor ledgiie hise
bl history. Thien, whien thet Leg
ends Lok 1o the feld m 2000, they
cipped ] belr InEgur il 2ezpson
with & South Atlantic League
Champdonship, o history-maker
Lo P resisaids, Tk TTREmC |L'.'|!Ll.ll.'
texm had ever won a champion-
ship in 2 frst year, while winning
more games than all other tepms
e lore Stein's Lepends

S tn dnmuiary, wied oramer-
ship of the Legends wis [runs-
[erred Lo Slem s new COATIENTY, |'.'.
Walls Managemen) LLC, which hi
hads with business partner Bill
Shea. Jro of Pennsvivania, the sell-
i price wis rumored to e b
pween $25 - 3 million dollars
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The Man Behind
The Legends

By Robin Roenker
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Siein i=n'l specific with the mumber, But he & proud
ihnt the Franchise sold “Tor more money Uhiad amy other
minor league team, regardiess of classification,” That
micans L cxingion s % -level team is a holler commiodity
riehit miwy than m iy il the q.ll'.ll':lT:-"- liar tRr, e prestk-
agrs A8 teams | wikose :1|_|'..-_| % fire closer 10 iII.IhiIil.'_
the jump 1o the mapors)

Sin o il he i thad T 1% alll about having i visaon
iof sucoess and knowing how o reach it Stein says

This Is What Success Looks Like

Sretn s suecess with the Lexington Lesends has become
the industey standurd of how tooren a profitable mino
leaeue team, = Our model, of doing it privaicly, 5 now i
mioddel that other people are trying 1o emulate” he says
We are pretry well known and respected in our mdiss

-:._."

Wie're silling in Stein’s |.!-.I|_-I|_|i':. -l|'|!-"II||-|.| alhoe

whils ECY's aoffice
wlernadal Dowonke, ity |||_.1._-:~.' |1';||l||'g| |'|1I|- AN QUi
graphed bats, balls and even o home plate Alling the
dark blue wiills a5 he reflects on (his, his @am's
fifth anmiversary semson

h looks like o baseball team’s |
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Alan Stein and siaff greet fans & the fronl gate of Applebee’s Park belore
a game against Wast Virginia Power,

He 1ells me aboui the long road 1o bringing proles
saomnisi] Fiseball back jo | ERInElon About how for 17
years he “did a lot of public speaking and a lot of arm
iwisting™ 10 convinoe lenders and supparters that this
WIES T thian |HIST AN wlem, maars than an @vocation
That i1 eould work.” When others gave up along the
WHY, Sem kepl posng.

The pame needed o chompion, and there was no
ane better than Alan Sicin for the jof Steimn s resume
savs he “loves people and talking™ and thinl s why most
davs al ."'l|1§1||.'|"'k.'l-\.' % Park wou'll see hom oul chatiing
with fans his favoriie part of the job. Winner of th
Wik Public Relations Society of Amenc ALl
cator of the Year Award, Stein grew up giving speeches
as & young boy in bk Lexinglon synagogie, gor o
{0 win debate champicnships at Heney Clay High
School and earn a (ull debaie scholarship 1o | IK

During his trme il | K Betwaen 19H-1974, 8em
squeered in business and history classes us part of a
hachelor of renerml studies program in the medst af a
hectic schedule that included stints as Student Center
Board president. charmisn of the Greek Activilies
Sreering Committee, and mitlonal unde I:_-r.'-\.|'.l-ll-
presadient of his frntemity, Alpha Epsilon Pioa role that

§ &0
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You never know who you'll nun inio a1 a8 Legends game
Stgim, left, greats J. Peierman of the J. Peterman Lompany
a Lexington-based clothing and accessaries business. John
O'Hurley, appearing recently on telavision’s "0y Wil
the Siars, " portrayed Pelgrman on episodes of “Seinfeld.

fook him o chapiers throughout the country during his
| LML }I.'ill

Stedn left UK o few credits shy of his degree, deoding
i “try business™ and follow in the footstieps af his fu-
ther, Bd Stein, o Lexington busimessmaon and real estaie
developer, As o first project, the young Sein removated
a har i one af his father’s restouramis, Turning it into a
thriving college nightspot, 803 South, =1 just fell in love
with business sl entreprencorship,” Stein says, “and 1
stayed with it [odever

Scin went on Lo i successiul career as a raldio ie
count executive and part owner of HMH Broadensting
which owned Leximgton stations WY LK AM-55H) and
K-23 FM, among others. When he and his pafners, in-
cluding Ralph Hacker, sold HMH, he retired from the
ravicdioy industry in 1999 god “lud some lime and energy
and o few dallars™ on his hands He decided 1oopud them
for s 1o bring hiaseball 1o the Bluegrass.

“a 01 the businesses thal 've ever had have all been
phout finding o niche in the market. If there's o talend
that | have, it's identifying those niches and being able
to markiet L them,” Stein says “And Baseball is an ex-
tension of that. It didn’t take & genius o figure out that
we didn't have a lake or a nverfront, and not much clse
poing on in the summertime between the end of Uk

baskethall and Keeneland in the spring and then the be-

inning of UK foothall and Keeneland in the fall.” he
says, Plus i
of thee gmime
A devoul Beds fan, Stein's eyes light up bs he recalls
train trips wilh lis dod 1o Cincinnat’s Ulnion Terminal
scroks from Crosley Feld, where they'd po 1o sée his Ia-
voriies play, like Fronk Rohinson and Tommy Helms
Members of Stein's tafl were treated to o rare ghmpsc
ol thsir bioss — M, Commmunicator humsell —'I'Irt-l1|!r
speechiess when he g 1o meet Bobinson ol a basehall

didn't hure thot Stein bas il a lifetime love

FEATURE

Minor Leagues
Not So Minor
Anymore

Minor league baseball is a
Podimimg business e
days The 5500 million in-
dustry drew nearly 4 mil-
lion [ans lest vear,
breaking the previous imi
for leasue attendance
rescord ket in 154N,

Big-name stars ke Hill
Murray, Nolan Ryan; Cal
Ripken, and Magic
Johnsaon have oll recently
howght shices of minot
leapue affiliptes, hoping to
cash in v their recent
popularity, while teams’
gross revediies hive in-
creased 91 percent in the
last 10 yemrs

Somnee; Mewnvenk, Ny B 2008

industry meeting this
yenr. * | was likea
Mathenng hitle Kiud,
and | said what every
ol her idiot would have
ganld 1o him, "Youre my
fnvorite player!™ Stem
chuckles

A fate would have
1, Sein wns honored
i Juiine by heing in-
ducted mito the South
Adlantic Basehall
Lengue Hall of Fame,
whiere hie mow [ w15
the ranks of Bobinson.
Tomamy Lasorcki, and
the late AR “Happy™
Chandber. In addition
i this honor, he also
was one of §i% meins
hers indocted ths
spring into the maugural class of the Leximgion Legends
Hall of Fame,

Stein’s nod above poking fun ai hirmseld, & 1= clear
fircim his siring of opening-pame bets with his players
He's (-5 in stunis that have seen him eating cat food,
camping out in the stadium for three days — despite
temperatures in the 308 and threats of lormadocs —
plaving bat boy, and shaving his head, after Legends
[irsi-game bosses in previous seasons

“Minor league haseball is about being fun, and being
i little irreverent,” he says. ~We don't have 1o take our-
selves oo seriously, 1 like that,” He and his stafl work 1o
come up with fun gimmicks to keep funs coming back.
[his senzon ane ticket holder won 10 percent of & race
horse’s carmings for the vear, for instonce, 1 Their model is
making the Applebee's Park expericnce the best il can
b, focusing on cleanliness, safety, entertainment, and
value, he suyvs

Stoin’s proud that as the state's 17th top ounst ad-
trsicthon, the Legends pull season ticket holders from
owver (] Kentucky counties and bring in some $30 mil-
lican to the local economy, helping 1o give o boost (o the
F;.||_--.|._|u:.|l, strugeling morth slche of tow.

Through the Legends Chantabde Giving Foundabon,
which Stein and his partners established, the feam hos
given hack to the community in other ways as well, 1o
agencies such as Big BrothersTig Sisters of the Blue-
grase and the Center for Women, Children, and Famihies
A dedicated volunteer with Bluegrass United Way and
odber proups, Stein also encourages his Legends staff of
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Alan Siain, center, leads a

rendition of “Take Me Qul fo Hha

Hallgame " during pre-gama
achivenes

29 1o voluntesr, evein il on
company tme, Anid he's
nlwavs lockimg for wisys 1o
proamote Biseball m the
region, even allowing
LK and Transylvania's
college temms to make use
of Applebee’s Park fora
few ol their home gimes
Hiis suppoert of bues:-

bl in Lexingbon = unpir-
alleled.” savs LK s head
hapseball conch John
Ciohen

As we chat, 1 caich g
plimipse of his green and
blue championship ring
frivm (it stearied 2000 in-
nugural season. He notices
miy glimee and says
proakdly, =1 alwiays wear
this ring, until they get me
pnother oie” Mavbe this
vear's the vear, be adds
“This ks i specinl tefom, s
goodd @ lem as we e ever
had.,” Mow that playoll
seison 15 arciand the o
neer, he's hopeful of thew
chanoes for another ttle.

And then 1 ask him (o
be honest; Given the
championship win, their
sinius s one of the Lo -
190K} IL':aguL' lenms in Lerms
of prtenibnee, wnd all the
ollser pecalades, isn't Siein
harmseld just o b surprised
il U bevel ol sueces the
Legends have seen in the
st lve yvears)

=M1, | o meever S
prised by success” he sivs
matier-of-lactly, And then
he shares wilh me s phii
losaphy for living, one s
appropriate for o locker
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mers |l

S5 Jshn Bon

room pep talk o5 4 college commencement address *P'm a person who believes if
vou get up early, work as hard as you can work, always el the truth, and do ev-
eryvthing vou say vou're going to do, then you'll alwoys be successiul.”

It°s a philosophy Stein encourages with his Legends staff as well as his family,
He has three children, stepson Wade Hancock, s sophomore af UK son Scooter,
B -u:'||1f|q||1||'-r|._' atl h.'mf.. ‘..|.I.!| |'|t|_l_|'| School, and dauphier ]'l.‘uJ.lL':-'. o treshman, nlso
af Henry Clay, He and his wife, Staie Representative Kathy Wnight Siein, UK
Law B3, hove bean martied for 17 vears

For Al Stein, success means having o vision, “ I you close your eyes al night
and you dresm about what it looks like, there are two things you can do. You can
sy, Lhese are The resoiinoes {hiat | e, how close can [ ged to that with these ne-
wdrees ! Lr ¥iMi L e o dlieEinmer. a s itk i visdosi, mnd voue siy, this is
what sucoess ooks Hke 1ell me what resourees | need oo gt there, Yo find them,
pnd vou godo 1.

Exactly What He Imagined
Stein is decidedly in the dreamer camp.

‘He hos a visson of swhat succeds books ke, and he works every day to get the
staff to slart al the top 1o gel thera,” h:i:u-'\-ul I.:FL'“l.b" Crenernl Manager Kevin Kulp,

Stein's company, vy Walls, recenily pirchised anather minor kengmee team, the
Soarthwest Michigan Devil Rays in Bantle Creek, and he and Shea have plans 1o
purchase five or six more, including perhaps some indoar foothall or minor
league hockey teams

“Wie want (o do in the ngeregate neross our Leams twio 1o tree million in
tendince per year, with $40-60 mitlion mn revenues, That would dupheate what the
major league teams do, without the 69-70 percent investment they have 10 make
in plavers,” Siein says.

Here @i home, Stein’s poal with Applebee’s Park = tis make 11 a0 enieriian
ment venue 365 days o veur — offering concerts and other evenis outsade base
bnailll sesisisn — thist can abiract some $50.000 to S0 people 1o Leximgion's
morth siche ammuelly

Mo, Tour years after the stadium opened, fans still come up 1o Stem when he's
i the park’s front gates and say, T hod no idea this is whist you had in mind.”

And ke wells them i'’s exnctly what he imapned. After all, he hoad o vision

Robin Aoenker "98 AS &= a freefance wiiler in Loxsnglion



Baseball and UK

Beginning its 109th vear in 2008, the University of Kentucky baseball program
has featured 23 conches, 11 All-Americins, 61 Al-SEC selections and 55 profes-
sional pluyers, while compiling a 1439-1285-22 (527 overall record since the
Wildcats took the field for the first time in the spring of 155,

The innugural pitch in UK baseball history was thrown oo Apnil 3, 1896, i a
double-hesder against Centre College. Despite finishing its first scason with a 1-
2 record, the Wildeats would go on to post o 132-T0 record over the next 17 sea-
SONE,

Cisach Frunk Moseley wis instrumental in the rebirth of Kentucky baseball
following World War [T, Moseley's final iwo squads reached the NCAA Touwma-
et it 1940 mod 1950, The 1949 team also incloded LTS first All-American,
Dom Fueer, Oiher standouts ol the Moseley ern included C.M. Newton, Ralph
Beard and Wallsce “Wah Wah™ Jones { Beard and Jones also were All-American
basketball plavers ), and football plavers Doug Moseley and Babe Parilli.

From 1951 wotil 1965, Horry Lancaster served as the Wildeats” chick, gather-
ing a 163-164-3 record. Landaster kiter served ns Adhletics Direcior ar Kentucky
ond ranks a8 the second winningest coach i LUK hasehall history. Lancaster's
163 victorics stund second only o Conch Keith Madkison's 656,

From 1979 through 2003, Madison guided the Cats to 1 5 winning seasons and
conched B3 academic Al-SEL selections 19 firsi-team A-SEC pedformers, 16
second-team AU-SEC picks, nineg A-SEC Enstermn Division athletes and placed
15 players on SEC All-Toumamen! leams, inchuding the 1981 MYE Jell keener
Eeecner plao led the nntion in lowest carmed run avernge, posting o dimimutive
51 ERAin 1981, By posting a 41-200mark, his 1991 squad s¢1 the UK record
{or most wins in @ season, while his 1999 1eam ked the SEC and MOCA A wath |10
liiwme runs

Current Status

Starting in X4, John Coben, alrendy cstnblished as one of the best hitting
coiches in the country with a two vear stind st Florids in Gainesville, cosched
his first femm 1o g 24-30 overall record, batting 135 poings higher while the slug-
Eing perceniage jumped 68 poinis LTK's 205 sepson saw the Wildeats finish 29-
27 overall and 722 i the Southeastern Conference, The 20 wins are the second
sl for LK since the 1997 season and the maost in live years

His 2004 recriiiting cliss was raled as one of the lop 25 by Colleglale Bave-
bl and ncluded one high school Adl-Americon and the 2004 Kenmscky Mr,
Baseball.

Cohen also has improved Kenfucky baseball in the clissroom. In his first
vear; i school-record ning Wildeats were named to the SEC Academic Honor
Roll, In the all of 2004, 20 .0f 37 plavers earied B grade-point avernge of 3.0 ar
better,

— Cairtesy wwm Ukathietics eam
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In the Major Leagues
Simce 1910 when the first UK
hasehall player, Jim Park,
went off to play major league
ball. many others have been
drafied, Currently Joe
Blanton pitches for the Oak-
band Adhletics, In June he was
namied the Amencan League
Rookie of the Month
Blanton made six starts in the
mionih, gesing i least six n-
nings in cach and only onee
allowimg more than twio
camed runs The 24-year-ald
posted o 3-1 record secompa-
nied by 8 206 ERA,
Brandon Webb plavs for
the Arirons Dinmondbacks
He's ranked fifth in MLB's TP
Wehb's signature pitch is o
devasiating sinker, and it
ong of the best in the game
Thiz plaver whio stuck the
lngest s Terry Shumpien
(LK 1983-86) Adtogether, he
played 14 seasoms as o second
hiaseman spending five vears
each with the kansas City
Rowals and the Colorado
Rockies
Plaving 11 seasons wero
Do Flymin (LK in 968
with the Cincinnati Reds and
Mow York Mots, along with
odher teams, and Jim Levrinz
(UK 1985 with the Mew
York Yinkees and Anaheim
Angels among others
Clocking our afier 10 sea-
wioma wis Jell Parren (LTK
198083, who played mostly
with the Monireal Expos
Cotion Mash, more often
recilled as an All-American
baskethall phiyver (LTK 1961 -
1964 ) playved MLB three
vienrs, one with the Chicags
White Sox and two with the
Minneson Twing
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