
Contemporary American Art Timeline

1905
Tiffany Pond
Lily Lamp
KY 1904-Law is
passed making it
illegal to integrate
schools.

U.S. 1905-Wright
pilots the first
successful plane
flight.

1923
Lichtenstein,
Painting in
Gold Frame
KY 1927-Strikes
occur and battles
break out over
conditions in
mines.

U.S. 1914-1918-
World War I,
1920-Women’s
right to vote,
1920’s-Economic
prosperity
encouraging
growth of the
middle class.

1931
Davis, Barber
Shop Chord
KY 1930-devastat-
ing drought across
the state.

U.S. 1928-
Flemming discov-
ers penicillin,
1929-Crash of the
Stock Market.

1935
Cothingham,
Carl’s from
Cothingham Suite
KY 1936-Dams are
built on Kentucky
rivers to comply
with a Federal
Flood Control Act

U.S. 1935-Dust
Bowl continues
forcing thousands
of farmers to
abandon their land.

1937
Wood, Seed
and Harvest
KY 1937-The
Daniel Boone
National Forest is
opened.

U.S. 1933-FDR’s
New Deal,
implementing
government
programs to
encourage
economic devel-
opment after the
war. Murals
covered walls in
public places
depicting job
development.
1939-Commercial
television begins.

1945
Kruger, Untitled
KY 1949-A
Kentuckian
becomes Vice
President of the
United States—
Alben Barkley

U.S. 1941-World
War II begins
with the attack
on Pearl Harbor,
FDR is presi-
dent. 1945-FDR
dies, Truman
succeeds, two
Atomic bombs
are dropped on
Japan.

1956
Mitchell, Untitled
KY 1951-Lake
Cumberland is
created.

U.S. 1954-Brown
v. Board of
Education,
beginning the
modern Civil
Rights Movement,
outlawing
segregation.
1955- Salk
invents Polio
vaccine.

1958
Avery, Green Sea
KY 1954-Kentucky
integrates
schools.

U.S. 1950’s-
regained eco-
nomic prosperity.
It was the “golden
age of the
teenager,”
highlighting Elvis
and a television
set in most
homes. 1955-
Rosa Parks holds
her seat on the
bus.

1960
Parker, Untitled
1960
KY 1960-
uhammad Ali wins
an Olympic Gold
Metal for boxing.

U.S. 1960-JFK
elected president,
1962-Develop-
ment of the
Peace Corp,
1963-Kennedy
assassinated.

1960
Calder, The Star
KY 1960-Loretta
Lynn has her first
performance at the
Grand Ole Opry.

U.S. 1963-Martin
Luther King’s “I
have a Dream”
speech, 1964-Civil
Rights Act.

1965
Barnhart,
Mine Textures
KY 1966-Ky
strip-mine laws
are passed to
protect destroyed
lands.

U.S. 1965-
Repeal of the
discriminatory
immigration laws
from the 1920’s,
1965-Voting
Rights Act,
African Ameri-
cans can vote,
1965-Ground
troops are sent
to Vietnam.

U.S. HISTORY:
Progressive Era 1900-1920
World War I/Jazz Age 1920(1914)-1930
Modern Era 1945-present
Great Depression  1930-1940
World War II 1940-1945
War, Prosperity, and Social Change 1960-1970
Conservation 1969-present



1966
Warhol, Self-portrait
KY 1966-The Ken-
tucky Civil Rights Act
is passed.

U.S. 1965-Repeal of
the discriminatory
immigration laws from
the 1920’s, 1965-
Voting Rights Act,
African Americans can
vote, 1965-Ground
troops sent to
Vietnam.

1967
Houser, Mailbox
KY 1969-Regula-
tions for landfills in
Kentucky are
implemented.

U.S. 1967-Anti-war
rallies of Vietnam
War, 1968-Nixon
elected president,
1969-Neil
Armstrong set foot
on the moon, 1970-
1st Earth Day.

1978
Sandovol,
Ky Image: Old
Barn Roof
KY 1974-Cave Run
Lake is created. A
series of deadly
tornados passes
through the state.
1978-The Environ-
mental Protection
Agency (EPA) bans
aerosol products
that damage the
ozone.

U.S. 1974-Nixon
resigns over
Watergate, 1976-
The Apple I
computer is
introduced.

1981
Johns, Usyuuki
KY 1981-The
endangered
Osprey is released
at Land Between
the Lakes and
continues to
reproduce.

U.S. 1979-
American Embassy
employees hold
hostages for 444
days in Iran, 1981-
Mtv, the music
television aired.

1982
Close, Phil III
KY 1981-General
Motors opens the
Corvette plant in
Boling Green.

U.S. 1982-Bill
Gates and
Microsoft became
household names
as personal
computers entered
households. 1982-
Right to Know Act
is passed after
deadly toxins are
released at a Union
Carbide plant in
India.

1982
Bolotin, Harper
and Bernice
KY 1983-Martha
Lane Collins is
elected as the
first female
governor.

U.S. 1983-Iran-
Contra Affair,
during Reagan’s
presidency,
American
hostages were
held after
weapons were
illegally sold to
Iran, government
officials denied
involvement in
the scandal.

1984
Longo, Cindy,
from Men in the
City Series
KY 1986-Toyota
opens its automo-
bile plant in
Georgetown.

1984
Christo,
Lower Manhat-
tan Wrapped
Building
KY 1988-
Establishment
of the Lottery in
Kentucky.

1989
Cochron,
Fly Away
KY  1990-
Kentucky’s number
one cash crop
remains tobacco.
The Kentucky
Education Reform
Act (K.E.R.A. is
passed)

U.S. 1989-The
Exxon Valdez oil
spill. 1990-Hubble
Space Telescope
sent into space.
1990- The AIDS
virus reached
epidemic propor-
tions.

1991
Clark,
Unititled
KY 1991-Seven
Bald Eagles are
born in Kentucky.
1992-Kentucky
celebrates its
bicentennial.

U.S. 1991-A
recyclable vinyl
bottle is developed.
1991-The Cold
War ends and the
Berlin Wall is torn
down.  Operation
Dessert Storm
begins the Gulf
War.
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1992
Brothers,
Portrait of My
Father
KY 1993-“Trail of
Tears” Com-
memorative Park
opens in
Hopkinsville.

U.S. 1992-
Rodney King
riots, resulting in
more than 50
deaths and
thousands of
buildings dam-
aged over
economic
discrimination
and police abuse.

2000
Corbin, The
Saga and the
Journey of the
Ant Bully #2
KY 1997-Tubby
Smith becomes
the University of
Kentucky’s first
African-American
head basketball
coach.

U.S. 2000-The
Presidential
Election between
Al Gore and
George Bush, Sr.
resulted in a
Supreme Court
ruling to decide
who would be the
President.

2002
Butterfield,
EastWest
KY 1999-The
largest coal slurry
spill in occurs in
Eastern Ken-
tucky.

U.S. 2001-
September 11th,
planes crash into
the World Trade
Center and the
Pentagon.
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