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ous articles on Japan’s Sōka Gakkai Buddhist movement. He has also pub-
lished widely on American visitors to Japan in the Meiji era (1868–1912). 
Métraux will serve as president of the Southeast Conference of the Associa-
tion for Asian Studies in 2009. 



   Contributors     xix 
 

David J. Moser (moserd@mail.belmont.edu) is an associate professor at 
the Mike Curb College of Entertainment & Music Business at Belmont 
University. An attorney with fteen years of experience in intellectual 
property and entertainment law, he is author of Moser on Music Copyright 
(Thompson Course Technology, 2006). In Asia, Moser studied piracy of in-
tellectual property in the Philippines as a Fulbright Scholar in 2003 and 
was a visiting scholar at Lingnan University (Hong Kong) in 2007. 

David Nelson (nelsond@apsu.edu), assistant professor of history at Austin 
Peay State University in Clarksville, Tennessee, has a Ph.D. in premodern 
Asian history from Indiana University Bloomington. Specializing in me-
dieval and early modern Japanese cultural and institutional history, his 
current research focuses on violent crime and its punishment in order to 
show the consolidation and centralization of authority in urban bureau-
cratic administration in seventeenth-century Kanazawa. 

Tom Pynn (tpynn@kennesaw.edu) is instructor in philosophy and coordi-
nator of the Peace Studies Program at Kennesaw State University. His in-
terests in Asian studies include Daoism, Buddhist ontology and ethics, and 
yoga philosophy. Recently, his research interests have focused on Daoism 
and Asian philosophical contributions to peace studies. 

Jeffrey L. Richey (jeffrey_richey@berea.edu), associate professor of relig-
ion and director of Asian studies at Berea College in Kentucky, edits the 
Chinese Philosophy Area of the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. His pub-
lications include “Master and Disciple in the Analects,” in Confucius Now: 
Contemporary Encounters with the Analects (Open Court, 2008); numerous 
journal articles on early Chinese thought; and an edited volume, Teaching 
Confucianism (Oxford, 2008). 

John M. Thompson (john.thompson@cnu.edu), assistant professor of 
religious studies at Christopher Newport University (Newport News, Vir-
ginia), has broad interests in Asian cultures and religions. His most recent 
book, Understanding Prajna: Sengzhao’s ‘Wild Words’ and the Search for Wis-
dom (Peter Lang, 2008), critically examines early Chinese Buddhist views of 
enlightenment.  

Jonathan Thorndike (thorndikej@mail.belmont.edu), professor in the Hon-
ors Program at Belmont University, is a veteran of several faculty seminars 
at the East–West Center and Tokai University in Honolulu. His areas of re-
search are post-Meiji Japan and early twentieth-century England, and he 
leads an annual travel–study program to the Kansai Region of Japan. He 
teaches interdisciplinary courses on Japan, modernism, and Zen Buddhism. 



xx     Southeast Review of Asian Studies, Volume 30 (2008) 
 
John G. Thornell (jthornell@ncwc.edu) is professor of history and vice 
president for academic affairs at North Carolina Wesleyan College in Rocky 
Mount. He previously served in a similar role at Delta State University in 
Cleveland, Mississippi. While at Delta State, he conducted several studies 
of the Mississippi Delta Chinese and worked with members of the local 
Chinese population on efforts to preserve their unique cultural heritage. 

Allison J. Truitt (atruitt@tulane.edu) is assistant professor of anthropology 
at Tulane University in New Orleans. She has conducted eldwork on the 
social life of money in urban Vietnam. Her publications include “On the 
Back of a Motorbike” (American Ethnologist, 2008) and “Big Money, New 
Money, and ATMs” (Research in Economic Anthropology, 2006). She has also 
taught a community-based course that partnered with a Vietnamese–
American organization in metropolitan New Orleans. 

Brent Whiteeld (brent.whiteeld@valpo.edu), assistant professor of East 
Asian history at Valparaiso University, earned his B.A. at Amherst College 
and Ph.D. at the University of Cambridge (England). His principal eld of 
research is Protestant missionary efforts in China in the late Qing period. 
Specically, he is interested in missionary initiatives, literary and otherwise, 
to reach the scholarly community atop China’s social hierarchy. Whiteeld 
frequently leads student and faculty educational trips to China and Japan. 

Li Zeng (l0zeng01@louisville.edu) is associate professor at the University 
of Louisville, where he teaches Chinese literature and culture, East Asian 
cultures, and the Chinese language. He completed his doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Toronto and has published books and articles on premodern 
Chinese literature, comparative literature, and comparative visual cultures, 
among which are Tradition and Creation: Essays in Comparative Literature 
(Guizhou People’s Press, 2005) and a special edited issue of Language and 
Literature (2003). 

 


