	Digital Cameras Buyer's Guide

How To Use This (New) Buyer's Guide

Choosing a digital camera is now easier than ever before. We've come up with five major categories and sloted all our favorite digital cameras into one of these five categories. First, decide into which category you currently find yourself. As soon as you do that, the number of digital cameras you need to consider are quickly constrained to the ones in that category row. If you wish, you may safely ignore all digital cameras above and/or below that category, because they either provide more features than you will ever use, or they do not provide enough for you to grow into.

Of course, our Buyer's Guide is most useful to beginners. Why then list all digital cameras, even the ones for the pros? So that you can get a bird's eye view of where they all fit. And so that you don't commit the often-made mistake of comparing a 'Point-and-Shoot' model with a 'Prosumer' model.

Here, then, are the five categories. We find that it makes more sense to present them in this order (i.e. 'Professional' presented above 'Beginner') when comparing digital cameras, but it is easier to read them bottom up (i.e. starting with 'Beginner' and going up to 'Professional') when trying to find where you fit.
The Five Categories

Categories
Description
Professional
 

You are a pro. Only the best will do. Or, buy whatever you want from any of the categories!
Advanced Amateur
 

You've been at it for years now, and you know both your own personal strengths and limits, as well as the strengths and limitations of digital cameras and image editing software. You've learned to not only follow the rules, but also to break them. You know the type of photography you like best. Your digital camera should give you total creative control as well as the best image quality possible. You want a digital camera that you can customize to work the way you like to work (and, in many cases, it does require you to customize its settings before you can obtain quality images from it). But, you can also work around the limitations of a digital camera; it is, after all, just a tool for you.
Serious Amateur
 

Well, you're hooked! Photography is fun, and digital photography has opened up new horizons in seeing and artistic expressions. You want to learn about f/stop, depth of field, and freezing action; and how to apply the rules of good composition, proper exposure in different situations, and faithful color reproduction. You do not want to be restricted as to who, when, where, what, and how. You want to learn, imagine, and create. Your digital camera will allow you to explore and experiment: you're ready to learn what all those controls are for, experiment with them to see the different images you obtain, and start to discover your own likes and dislikes, as well as your preferred photographic style. 
Beginner Amateur
 

You are starting out in photography and this is your first digital camera. You need something that is relatively easy to use to start out with. You may or may not want to get serious about photography, so you want a camera that will let you try a few things without getting overwhelmed. Your digital camera will have Auto mode, plus a few controls to allow some learning and experimentation.
Point-and-Shoot
 

You want a digital camera that automates everything. You 'point' and 'shoot' the picture -- the camera does the rest.
Once you've found your category, go through the tables below and read up on the digital cameras in your category row. Remember, this is our personal opinions and a digital camera may well stradle categories. Feel free to disagree and move one up or down a category if you so choose. Our tables are presented to help you -- not to constrain you. But we're quite comfortable with the tables, though we may change them as we obtain more info and as new cameras are introduced.

The Best Digital Cameras
Editor's note: Please, please use this table only as a guide. This is because as new models are introduced, we intend to replace some of the models, move some models to a different category, change our minds about a model as we ourselves learn more about it, etc. This is our personal view of the digital camera world, feel free to disagree. Our favorite models in each category are marked with a (P).
(Since some models may not even be out yet, how can we say it's our favorite? Well, read it as saying, 'if it meets all the advertised criteria, it just might be our favorite.' In other words, if we were ready to buy a digital camera today, yes we would wait for the new model to come out first because we believe, based on the manufacturer's reputation and current digital camera offerings, that it has the potential to become our favorite in its category. However, as we continue to stress in the pages of this site, do not compare cameras solely on paper, wait for them to come out, read the detailed reviews, and especially read about early enthusiasts' experiences. If you prefer not to -- or cannot -- wait, then certainly base your comparisons on existing models only.) 
Categories
Canon
Fujifilm
Minolta
Nikon
Olympus
Pentax
Sony
Professional

1Ds

D1x
D2H (P)
Advanced Amateur

Digital SLR

10D (P)
S2Pro

D100

*ist D

Prosumer


G3 / G5
S7000
S602Z
 
 

A1
7Hi
 
 

5700
5000 / 5400
C-5050
F828 (P)
F717
 
  

Serious Amateur

S50
S45

4500
C-750UZ
V1 (P) 

Beginner Amateur

A80 (P)
A70 (P) 

S5000 (P)
F700
Z1
F300
F200
C-50
Optio 550
Point-and-Shoot

S400 (P) 
A300
F410
Xt (P)
SQ
4300
3500
D-560Z
Stylus 400
Optio S
P92
P72
U20
 Categories
Kodak
Leica
Panasonic

Professional

14n

Advanced Amateur

Digital SLR

Prosumer

Serious Amateur

Digilux 1
LC5
LC40
Beginner Amateur

FZ10 (P) 

Point-and-Shoot

LS633

FZ1 (P) 

Jumping Category

OK, so you've found the one digital camera that appeals most to you in your category. However, you also notice that there is one in the category above which is priced about the same. Should you buy that one instead? It depends. It's probably quite safe to do so up to the 'Serious Amateur' category. When you come to the 'Prosumer' subcategory, however, caution is 'de rigeur' (recommended). You may find that some digital cameras in this category require you to fiddle with more settings than you may want to -- or know how to -- before you can obtain quality images. When using such a digital camera in the Auto mode, you might be disappointed with the results compared to your point-and-shoot. But, if you know how to adjust the controls properly, the image quality you obtain far surpasses that you would obtain from your point-and-shoot. We're not saying that you shouldn't do it; we're just saying to take this into consideration before you do it. Choosing a digital camera that is right for you is a decision only you can make.

What's Next?
After you have purchased your digital camera, take time to learn its features. Read the manual; experiment; practice.

Go to the library and get out some books on photography. Be inspired. Study the photographs that evoke a positive response from you. Why do you like them? Is it the composition, the colors, the content? Try to select a couple that do not look too difficult to 'copy.' Then go out with your brand new digital camera, and try to see if you can take a similar picture. If at first you don't succeed (and chances are you won't), don't get discouraged. Learn! Be patient with yourself, and enjoy the process.

It should only be when you have learned a whole lot about photography and it is now the camera that is limiting your growth that you should consider upgrading to the next category. Don't wait ten years though before you do upgrade. ;o)

The point I'm trying to pass on is to have fun, enjoy your digital camera, learn a little -- or a lot (depending on your desires) -- about taking better pictures.

Do not get involved in pointless discussions about 'my digital camera is better than yours'; do painters argue over their paint brushes being better? Your digital camera is just your tool, your 'paint brush.'

Likewise, do not agonize over whether you made THE RIGHT PURCHASE DECISION. The digital cameras from the major manufacturers are sometimes so difficult to differentiate one from another in terms of features and image quality. Sometimes choosing one over the other comes down to a matter of personal preference over handling and looks.

Faced with choosing from three digital cameras with equal features and image quality, I will personally choose the one I find most pleasant in design. But faced with choosing from a digital camera that has the features and image quality I demand and another that does not but looks better, I will always prefer the former; though design and looks are important criteria for me, they are not the defining criteria.

So once you've made your purchase decision, relax, and enjoy becoming a better photographer. Whether it is landscape, portraits, macro, action, abstract -- discover your own unique style. If it brings pleasure to you, that is all that really matters. Have fun!

We hope this article has been helpful to you. Whichever digital camera you end up buying, we hope you derive great joy from using it for many years.


Digital Camera Basics
  Author : K.SethuMadhavan
An Introduction To Digital Photography

Digital photography begins with capturing images in a digital format. You can do this by taking photographs with a film camera and then scanning the slides, negatives, or prints. However, it’s much faster and easier to capture images with a digital camera. At the moment there are many digital cameras and new ones seem to be introduced weekly. 

Advantages of digital photography
· Going digital saves you money in the long run by not buying rolls and rolls of film and paying for development. 

· Digital cameras instantly show you how your pictures. 

· You can view images before they are printed. 

· Digital photography doesn't use the toxic chemicals that often end up flowing down the drain and into our streams, rivers, and lakes. 

· No more waiting to finish a roll before having it processed. 

· Ready to be shared with any one on with email or web. Dont need scaning. 

Digital cameras are becoming more than just cameras. Some digital cameras are capable of capturing not only still photographs, but also sound and even video-they are becoming more like multimedia recorders than cameras. In addition to displaying and distributing photographs, you can also use a photo-editing program to improve or alter them. For example, you can crop them, remove red-eye, change colors or contrast, and even add and delete elements. It's like having a darkroom with the lights on and without the chemicals. 

Types of Digital Camers
Market for digital cameras is divided into three tiers, based on image resolution, features and price.

· At the low end are the fully automatic point and shoot cameras with resolutions of 3 to 4 million pixels or so and prices below $500. 

· At the next level are prosumer cameras, those having 4 to 5 million pixels in their image sensors. Costing less than $1000 these cameras also give you lots of creative control. 

· At the top are cameras costing between $1000 and $2000 that appeal to both amateur and professional photographers. These cameras have 6 to 12 million pixels and many are based on 35mm designs and even accept lenses from their film-based cousins. These cameras have the highest resolution, most features, and highest prices. 

Point and Shoot Cameras
The photos from these small cameras may not be quite as good (and that is debatable), but they go anywhere and pictures that would otherwise be missed are captured. Point and shoot cameras have earned their stripes and are welcome additions to even the most professional photographer's camera collection.

These cameras are fully automatic and usually don't provide you with a lot of creative control-that's why they are called "point and shoot." With resolutions up to 3 or 4 million pixels, you can get great prints up to 8 x 10 or so. 

Prosumer Cameras
Positioned just above the point and shoot cameras is a family of cameras with 5 to 6 million pixels or so. Generally, the higher resolution is combined with more advanced features such as through-the-lens (TTL) focusing and creative controls. This is one of the fastest growing categories of cameras because these cameras appeal to serious photographers who like to have creative control of their camera's settings and make prints up to about 8 x 10 in size. 

Professional Cameras
Costing between $1500 and $8000 these cameras are often based on a SLR design and feature resolutions between 6 and 12 million pixels. One huge advantage these cameras have is that most of the features (such as exposure controls) and accessories (such as lenses) designed for the film versions also work with the digital versions.

Choosing A Digital Camera : Tips
How to choose a digital camera? this depends very much upon the frequency of usage and the type of photography you do and of course the price you can afford. Hre are a few important points to be noted .

· Look for the Advertising Claims and specifications. 

· Check Rankings. Many website provide consumer ratings 

· Check price comparison sites. Compare price. 

· Explore on-line auctions. See if you can get a better deal here. 

· Avoid gray market products. 

· Check postage rates. 

· Avoid extended warranties. Dont get into in to it. 
