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To the Committee:

We write to nominate Courier-Journal Frankfort Bureau Chief Tom Loftus for the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame.

Many journalists have outstanding skills, and others make up for modest skills by hard work. We know from personal experience that there is no better or harder working journalist in this state than Tom Loftus.  Once, asked to identify his favorite country singer, Johnny Cash replied, “You mean besides George Jones?’’ Anybody who claims to know anything about journalism in Kentucky, if asked to name the best reporter in Kentucky, should certainly answer, “You mean besides Tom Loftus?’’ 
We (Al Cross and Bill Straub) have known Tom as a friend and colleague for more than 30 years. Straub was his compatriot at The Kentucky Post and his competitor when he emigrated to The Courier-Journal. Cross was his C-J colleague from 1984 to 2004, beginning most significantly when they both went to the Frankfort bureau in 1987. No one, in our experience, has better utilized the Kentucky open-records and open-meetings laws, and gleaned as much information from his labors, as Tom. He’s an ardent watchdog who has made use of those laws than perhaps any other journalist in the state, as signified by the James Madison Award from the school’s Scripps Howard First Amendment Center in 2008.
Whether it involved the seemingly never-ending shenanigans at the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet or the many games played with campaign-finance laws, Tom sifted through thousands of pages of documents to uncover the information he sought. When digital research became practical, he established himself as the state’s leader in it, perhaps best represented by his incisive, revealing series, “Who Gives?” about hidden contributions to 1991 candidates for governor. His work helped lead to indictments, convictions, big fines and passage of landmark campaign-reform legislation in 1992. His editors called it “the Loftus bill.” He has remained the state’s leading watchdog of campaign finances; in 2007, he thought the name “Amber” sounded too young for someone to give a total of $2,500 to three gubernatorial candidates. It turned out that the woman was young, and that her father worked for one of the state’s largest highway contractors in the state. He was convicted and his employer paid a $250,000 fine.

In 2002, Tom’s revelation of hundreds of phone calls from the governor’s office to Gov. Paul Patton’s mistress helped prompt Patton to tearfully withdraw his denial of the affair. This episode demonstrated Tom’s knowledge of records that are available and his skill and promptness in asking for them.

Early in his Courier-Journal career, he shared in the Pulitzer Prize the paper won for reporting from Carrollton on the nation’s worst bus and drunk-driving crash. Dozens of people on the news staff worked on the coverage, but the Pulitzer board specifically cited the paper’s “exemplary initial coverage.” Tom was the first C-J reporter on the scene.
In his Kentucky Post days, Tom reported on the May 28, 1977 fire at the Beverly Hills Supper Club, a disaster that left 165 dead. He soon became the Post’s only reporter in Frankfort and regularly scooped the larger and better-staffed competition.  In 1979, Gov. John Y. Brown Jr. named coal baron William Sturgill as secretary of energy. During his tenure, Sturgill negotiated a coal deal with Italy. Working with another great Post reporter, the late Gary Webb, Loftus used documents and shoe-leather reporting to establish that Sturgill stood to profit from the arrangement. Such work earned him the job of C-J Indianapolis bureau chief, another one-man operation in which he excelled.

The position of Frankfort bureau chief of The Courier-Journal, the state’s largest newspaper, has been the most important and vital job in Kentucky journalism. Truly great reporters such as Allan Trout, Richard Whitt, Ed Ryan and Robert T. Garrett have served in the hot seat and brought considerable merit to the Bluegrass State. The fact that Loftus has held the position for 24 years should, by itself, make him a shoo-in for the Hall of Fame. Because he has filled the job with high distinction, his omission from the Hall is like discussing 18th Century music without mentioning Mozart. Let’s get him in.
Thank you for your consideration. 
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