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INSIDE: WEEKLY LOCAL TV LISTINGS

Local letters to Santa

— IDAHO SEARCH TEAM FINDS BODY ALMOST IMMEDIATELY —

6 minutes

Tara: ‘I will not let you down’

Body of September drowning victim
recovered by ‘amazing’ technology
BY GREG WELLS

use of new sonar technology.
The Ralstons are biologists and work as
environmental consultants, but they serve
their fellow man by recovering drowning
victims all around the country. For nothing more than their out of pocket expenses this couple drove from Idaho over the
weekend to find Pierce.
Roger Pierce, Shane's father had
learned of the couple from a friend who
had found them through the internet, and
for Roger it was something of a prayer
answered.
"What did I want for Christmas?"
Roger asked. "I wanted to find my dead
son."
He said the thought of his son laying
there somewhere on the cold bottom of
the lake was the first thing in his mind
every time he woke up.
"Friday was his birthday," the bereaved
father added.
The Ralston's of Idaho Mountain
Search and Rescue, came in at the Pierces'
request to pickup the search for their son.
Kentucky Fish & Wildlife Officer Tony
Wright took them to the two spots in the
lake where he found the boat and where
witnesses said they saw Pierce flip out of
the side of his boat the day before this
year's Lake Cumberland Poker Run.
Wright had recorded the GPS coordinates of the location during the first
attempts to find him.
See RECOVERED, page A11

TIMES JOURNAL MANAGING EDITOR

LAKE CUMBERLAND - After hours
of driving the more than 2,000 miles to
get here, Gene and Sandy Ralston got up
Monday, loaded and set up special equipment, and within 6 minutes of beginning
their search had found the body of Shane
Pierce.
Dozens of searchers had unsuccessfully

The sonar image of the bottom of the lake
clearly showed a shape of a human body.
hunted for the body of the 37-year-old
Indiana man on numerous occasions since
Pierce fell out of his boat at high speed on
September 8.
Their near-instant success in locating
the body wasn't a matter of luck, it was the

Times Journal photos by Greg Wells

Life in Russell County halted momentarily as news networks carried live the news conference at which Donald Trump agreed to keep Tara
Conner as Miss USA, following a week of allegations about her New York lifestyle. Media descended on her hometown, Russell Springs, to report
what local residents thought of the issue. Above, several at Bank of Jamestown took a moment to follow the news conference.

World media uproar
as her Miss USA title
appeared in jeopardy
BY GREG WELLS
TIMES JOURNAL MANAGING EDITOR

NEW YORK, Ny. - It was possibly
the most important meeting of her life
as Tara Conner spent the morning
before Tuesday's press conference
with Donald Trump, owner of the
Miss USA pageant.
Trump told reporters at the press
conference that he had come into the
meeting fully expecting to fire
Conner, and pass her tiara on to the
first runner-up.
"I have always believed in second
chances," said the man who reportedly tried to copyright the saying
"you're fired."
Trump told reporters that Conner
had made some mistakes but he was

The robotic device used to recover the
body is in the foreground, as officials prepare to transport the recovered victim
back to the shore.

WLEX-TV from Lexington, Ky., broadcast live from
downtown Russell Springs at noon on Tuesday.

convinced that she could come
through this a better person. He added
that she will be going through rehab
as one condition of remaining the
reigning Miss USA.
The New York real estate mogul
and pageant owner said that one slipup will result in him saying those
words he uses so often on his own television show, ending her reign.
"You'll never know what this
means to me and I swear that I will
not let you down," Conner told
Trump at the press conference which
aired on several national networks.
"I'm very proud of Tara," Conner's
father John Conner said after the television event. "I'm as proud of her as
See TARA, page A12

Christmas with the cops
Times Journal photo by Greg Wells

Lawsuit dismissed
Grider-Faller suit cannot be re-filed, but could be appealed
the federal RICO act charges against all
defendants "with prejudice," meaning that
they cannot be re-filed.
However, the decision could be
appealed.
The other allegations in the suit against
See DISMISSED, page A11

BY GREG WELLS
TIMES JOURNAL MANAGING EDITOR

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. - The federal
civil suit filed in Bowling Green by Leon
Grider and James S. Faller was dismissed
this week by Judge Thomas B. Russell.
In his final order, the judge dismissed
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Kids treated to holiday
shopping trip for 5th year
BY KIM GRAHAM
TIMES JOURNAL WRITER

RUSSELL SPRINGS - For
some kids in Russell County,
Christmas came a week early.
Last Saturday, 15 local children
participated in the 5th annual
Shop With a Cop sponsored by
Russell County's Fraternal Order
of Police, Lodge 68.
Each year, beginning in
October, FOP Lodge 68 solicits
funds from local businesses for

WATER TEMP: 49°F surface, 48° at 30 feet
LAKE LEVEL: 692.66’ (Dec. 20) tree line aprox. 725’
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FRI / 22
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Sunrise- 6:50 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:27 72° (1998) / -11° (1989)
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SAT / 23
Partly cloudy

Sunrise- 6:51 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:28 69° (1970) / -11° (1989)

/

their shopping trip with the kids.
According to Lodge member
Neil Bell, Chief Deputy of
Russell County Jail, donations
are down by about $1,000 this
year with a total of $1,850 contributed.
He says last year the lodge
was able to take 22 kids
Christmas shopping but this year
they shopped with 15 children
aged 4 to 13 years old. Each
See SHOP, page A11

FISHING: Crappie on minnows, stripers fair,
Kentucky bass on worms, trout below dam

50°
33°

SUN / 24
Mostly cloudy

Sunrise- 6:51 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:28 74° (1964) / -8° (1989)

Times Journal photo by Greg Wells

Deanna Curvin was helped by Jamestown police officer Tracy
Irvin while trying on shoes at K-Mart during the trip.

/ Enter Winter
49°
31°

MON / 25
Showers

Sunrise- 6:51 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:29 70° (1964) / -9° (1983)

— Season begins with solstice Thur. 21 at 6:22 pm CT
50°
31°

TUE / 26
Few showers

Sunrise- 6:52 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:30 68° (1973) / 2° (1983)

47°
30°

WED / 27
Partly cloudy

Sunrise- 6:52 Record High / Low
Sunset - 4:30 72° (1971) / 9° (1985)

