Ferrell Wellman notes and lines for speech at Al Smith Award Dinner June 2, 2011

Four speakers?
Uk’s recognition..much deserved, long overdue
Albert doc smith
Emerson doc beauchamp
Basketball stuffed or pumped
Logan county school consolidation..five schools to one
More academic selections, more programs, better facilities..desperate-turned to the old kentucky standby…basketball..
Al argued logan could go to the promise land..that would be rupp arena and why, al predicted, they could even win the boys tournament.
New school opened in in the fall of 1983 and in early 1984…logan did indeed go rupp and win..
Never been back in 27 years..
Moved to london and become a full-fledged media mogul…driving a lincoln..waiting in the parking lot for cok…al docked his land crusier…ear-to-ear smile we’ve all seen…
Sentinel echo break a story about sordid laurel county politics…good news about al’s beloved london hospital…no first full-page local ad since he bought the paper..
Al salesmanship and persuasiveness not surprising to those from whom al has sought support for one of his worthwhile causes he’s pursued..institute..
David mentioned al’s conversations…i was on the phone to tom loftus recently asking him to appear on cok..and it was a long call…i felt like i was becoming al…but then i realized we’d only been talking 30 minutes…and tom had talked some..
Al’s moved to e-mail…read his religiously..hesitant to reply..only encourages him…think if he’d applied the same effort to writing his book that he applies to his e-mails..done with that thing by now..
If you’ve read his op-ed pieces recently you know al can still deliver the goods..
This award tonight is appropriate because no one has demonstrated how a rural journalist can  influence a state more than al..
The bg-spj awards scholarships…
No one has done more than al to give young reporters a platform from which to demonstrate their skills ..print or broadcast..and he just doesn’t give them a stage..he promotes them and helps them network so they know and understand the right people..i should know..
David mentioned several good reasons why we honor al…but when i think of al…the first thought that comes to me isn’t that of a journalist..it’s that of someone who loves life..and that love is contagious. For that i thank you al. 

