Bathtub with a view

By Wes Fahrenbruck
University of North Dakota


We all spend some time in the bathtub, but rarely without a roof over our heads.


Mary Weber, an employee at the Northwood Deaconess Health Center (NDHC) and six-year resident of Northwood, has spent time in the tub looking up at the sky.  She, like the rest of Northwood’s residents the night of Aug. 26, was anxiously watching the news of a potential tornado that was threatening the town.


“I was pretty nervous watching the news,” Mary said.  “But I got really nervous when I heard the sirens go off.”


It was then that she decided to take cover.  Mary is a resident of Pratt’s Apartments, a complex that is about a block east of NDHC.  She lives on the second floor and since the complex does not have a basement, Mary took refuge in the next best place: the bathtub.  


“I was there for about five to 10 minutes,” Mary said.  “Then there was a lot of shaking and rattling, like a train was coming through the building.”


But it wasn’t the sound of a train Mary was hearing.  It was the sound of the roof coming completely off the complex.  In the tub with only some blankets, pillows and a book, Mary prayed for the best.

When Mary heard talking around her, she decided it must be safe to get up.  When she got out of the tub and looked around, she was amazed at what she saw.  


“The roof was completely gone and all that was left was the interior wall,” Mary said.  This was the wall that was on the back of the tub.


Mary didn’t sustain any injuries from the incident.  She went to the nursing home that night to get some sleep.  She got up the next day and went to work as she was scheduled.


Though Mary recovered many of her belongings, she, like many others, has lost much.  Since the tornado, Mary has stayed with her sister (whose house across the street from Mary’s suffered much damage), her father (of Larimore) and friends of the family, Karl and Mary Broeren.  The Red Cross has helped with replacing some of the things she lost and with money for food.  Mary also would like to thank the nursing homes in Devils Lake and Bottineau for the supplies they sent to refurnish her future house.


So where is Mary going to go?  Her apartment is gone.  Her possessions are packed.  It would seem like the perfect time for a move.


“I’m going to stay here,” Mary said.  “I’ve got family, friends and a good job with a good boss.  I have no reason to leave.”


Mary says the apartments should be ready for her to move into within the next few months.  With the help of some friends, she plans on sticking through this until then.


Mary could be down and ready to give up.  But instead, as amazing as it may seem, she’s counting her blessings.

“I’ve come out of this very lucky,” says Mary.

That’s an attitude many in Northwood share.  It’s that kind of attitude that will help Northwood come back better than ever.

