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Bicentennial
By Grayce Word

� e streets of Hodgenville appear to be 
ordinary worn pavement.  � ousands have 
walked the sidewalks or driven on the roads.  
Hodgenville, however, holds more history 
than meets the eye.

As you near the center of this town, one 
single name appears.  Lincoln.  Upon enter-
ing Lincoln Square, your eyes are drawn to 
an enormous statue.  Looming over you is the 
sixteenth president himself:  Abraham Lin-
coln.

Hodgenville has claim over the birth and 
boyhood of the sixteenth president.  Lincoln 
himself was quoted as saying “I, too, am a 
Kentuckian.”  

It should come as no surprise then that 
Kentucky has its part in the 
bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth.  
When exactly did this cel-
ebration begin?  How long has 
the bicentennial been in the 
works?

� e historical answer points 
to Feb. 12, 1809.  On this cold 
winter night, � omas and Nancy Hanks Lin-
coln welcomed their � rst son into the world.  
� is event was seemingly insigni� cant at the 
time.  

Nearly 57 years later, Lincoln would be-
come president of the United States in tumul-
tuous times.  He led the country through the 
Civil War.  His words at Gettysburg calmed a 
grieving nation.

Lincoln set out to bring together a broken 
nation.  At Gettysburg, he made it known that 
he sincerely hoped the men who had lost their 
lives had not done so in vain.  He called out to 
the survivors to � nish the work the men had 
not been able to do.

Lincolnbicentennial.gov summarizes the 
ultimate goal of celebrating the 200th anni-
versary of Lincoln’s birth.

“Surmounting race and assuring equal 
rights for all are Lincoln’s two major chal-
lenges still on the nation’s agenda.  As the 

embodiment of the highest ideals and values 
of our nation, Abraham Lincoln can still help 
us meet those challenges.  � rough education 
programs, public forums, and arts projects 
the Bicentennial provides an opportunity to 
re-examine what it means to be American in 
the 21st century.”

Kentucky has more ties to Lincoln than his 
birth.  His wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, hailed 
from Lexington, Ky.  

Many of Lincoln’s friends lived in Kentucky.  
According to Kentucky.com, Joshua Speed, 
a Louisville native, was Lincoln’s con� dant 
during the Civil War.  It is also stated that all 
three of Lincoln’s lawyer associates in Illinois 
were originally from Kentucky.

Still more political connections are found in 
Kentucky. Historycooperative.
org states Lincoln’s own po-
litical viewpoints were based 
largely on Kentuckian Henry 
Clay’s beliefs as a Whig.  

Joseph Holt, prosecutor in 
Lincoln’s assassination trial, 
hailed from Breckenridge, Ky., 

according to a statement on kylincoln.org
� e o�  cial celebrations of the Lincoln Bi-

centennial have been taking place in Hodgen-
ville since Feb. 12, 2008.  � e day bought forth 
the o�  cial commemoration of this event.  In-
cluded in the festivities was a musical tribute 
to Lincoln.

On Independence Day 2008, a concert will 
again be presented to honor the late Presi-
dent. � e show, which will highlight period 
as well as patriotic songs, will take place at the 
foot of the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace Me-
morial Building. 

If you wish to travel beyond Hodgenville 
to celebrate, you may want to pick up a Ken-
tucky Lincoln Heritage Trail map from any 
Kentucky state park. 

� is map highlights the stops available 
throughout Kentucky dealing with Lincoln.  
Take the map to the front desk at these stops 
and you will get a stamp in order to mark 
your visited spots.

Nearby in Louisville, Farmington Historic 
Plantation will be hosting three weeks of Lin-
coln-related activities stating Oct. 12 of this 
year. Farmington, the place where Lincoln 
� rst experienced slavery as a lawyer, will put 
on two dramatic presentations as well as sev-
eral lectures.

� e bicentennial presentations are a way of 
honoring a former president. � ey are a way 

of showing respect to a man who respected 
the fallen in Gettysburg as well as the en-
slaved throughout the United States.

Lincoln was a man of his word.  He helped 
start the nation on a path to recovery.  His 
death became a way to work on keeping the 
country together. His birth became a celebra-
tion for a united country.

Horse Park, Lexington 
prepare for 2010 FEI Games

PGA’s Ryder Cup tournament to spotlight Louisville

By Elexis Fletcher

For the � rst time in history, the Alltech 
FEI World Equestrian Games will be held 
in the horse capital of the world, Lexing-
ton, Ky.

Denied the bid for the 2006 Games, 
which were held in Aachen, Germany, John 
Nicholson, executive director of the Ken-
tucky Horse Park, was determined to get 
the bid for the 2010 Games.

� e 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian 
Games will be the largest equestrian event 
ever held in the U.S.  It will be the � rst 
Games with eight world championships. 
Kentucky expects approximately 600,000 
ticket sales; general admission tickets will 
go on sale in 2009.  “� e general admission 
tickets are meant to be very a� ordable,” said 
Amy Walker, public relations coordinator 
for the World Games 2010 Foundation.    

NBC Sports is covering this event, sched-
uled for Sept. 25 through Oct. 10, 2010. 
“We’re really happy to be able to show not 
only horse sport, but to show Kentucky to 
the world,” said Walker. NBC plans to pro-
vide six hours of primetime coverage over 
the three-weekend period of the Games to 
approximately 500 million viewers.

“� e Kentucky Horse Park has much 
needed improvements that have to be com-
pleted in 2009 in time for the Games,” said 
Maggie Daniels, the foundation’s event co-
ordinator.

� e Kentucky Horse Park has 1,200 acres 
that are more than capable of staging all of 
the competitions required for the Games. 
� e park is currently undergoing an enor-
mous amount of construction in prepara-
tion for this huge event. 

By Bone Ntchou
Louisville, Ky. is famous for turn-

ing a two-minute horse race – the 
Kentucky Derby - into a two-week 
party, the Kentucky Derby Festival.  

� e Cup Experience 
hopes to help capture 
the same spirit on Sept. 
16-21, 2008, when the 
PGA of America hosts 
the 37th Ryder Cup at 
Valhalla Golf Club in 
Louisville.

Louisville Metro 
Mayor Jerry Abramson 
decided to create the 
non-pro� t organiza-
tion called � e Cup 
Experience to manage 
the city’s involvement 
in the event. � e headquarters is 
located in downtown Louisville at 
the o�  ces of Greater Louisville, 
Inc. � e Cup Experience has cre-
ated ways for local citizens and also 
out-of-town guests to participate in 

the Cup experience as well.
According to the PGA, the es-

timated economic impact of the 
Ryder Cup is expected to be ap-
proximately 120 million dollars. 

� e number of people 
in attendance is esti-
mated to be 240,000. 

� e Ryder Cup will 
bring local, national 
and international ex-
posure to Louisville. 
� e week leading up 
to the Ryder Cup will 
feature area events in-
cluding the Kentucky 
Bourbon Festival that 
will be going on in 
Bardstown, Ky.  Ursu-
line Campus Art Fair, 

Worldfest, Gaslight Festival, and 
� e Irish Fest are some of the other 
local events that will be a�  liated 
with the Ryder Cup. 

� e PGA of America will be spon-
soring many of the events that will 

be taking place. Many businesses 
and agencies such as Greater Louis-
ville Inc., Metro Parks, and Visitor’s 
Bureau are also participating. 

� e Cup Experience will feature 
three events Sept. 12-21. 

� e Fightmaster Cup tournament 
will run Sept. 12-14. It will be tak-
ing place in Simpsonville, Ky. It will 
be the � rst-ever competition be-
tween North American champion 
one-armed golfers and their rivals 
from Europe. 

� e second event will be Soi-
ree Under the Spires, Sept. 19 at 
Churchill Downs in Louisville. Ce-
lebrities and visitors from across the 
country and around the world will 
join local Kentuckians for food and 
entertainment. It will be a special 
event featuring Kentucky bourbon. 

� e third event will be the Cup 
Village, running Sept. 17-21. It will 
be at the Fourth Street Live complex 
in Louisville. � ere will be live con-
certs each night along with features 

in the local restaurants. 
“Let’s show the world we know 

how to put on a show,” said Tara 
Guenther, the PGA’s Ryder Cup 
tournament director.  

“� e Ryder Cup is the most 
comprehensive media event to 
take place in Kentucky,” said Karl 
Schmitt, executive director of � e 
Cup Experience. � e Ryder Cup 
will be broadcast by ABC and ESPN 
to 177 countries.  Television viewer-
ship is estimated to be 600 million 
people.

“We want people to come from 
all over the world and say ‘Wow, 
nobody ever did a Ryder Cup like 
Kentucky,’” said Schmitt. 

� e Cup Experience events will 
provide ways for local citizens and 
out-of-town visitors to participate 
in the Ryder Cup celebration, re-
gardless of whether they have tick-
ets to the tournament.  Information 
on event locations, times and costs 
is at www.thecupexperience.com. 

� e Ryder Cup is  non-pro� t, 
yet Louisville will be pro� ting very 
much from hosting this event. � e 
attractions of this beautiful city will 
soon be discovered all around the 
world. 

Lincoln:  The Pride of Hodgenville

Please see Page 2 to learn 
more about Kentucky’s ties to 
the nation’s 16th president, 

Abraham Lincoln.

Please see page 3
to learn more about 

the Ryder Cup.

Karl Schmitt, executive director of  The Cup Experience, 
discusses the organization’s role with the 2008 Ryder Cup. 
(Photo by Natasha Barnes)

see FEI continued on page 6

Visitors enjoy the Memorial Building at the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site in Hodgenville, Ky.  The memorial houses a replica of the 
log cabin Lincoln was born in near the site.   (Photo by Bone Ntchou)

Construction work is well underway on the new indoor arena being built at the Kentucky Horse Park to house several of the events in the Alltech FEI World 
Equestrian Games.  The Games will take place in the fall of 2010.  (Photo by Natasha Barnes)


