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8 Contests of Passion: The Equestrian Games

By Grayce Word

A new wind is blowing into the Kentucky
Horse Park.

From Sept. 15 to Oct. 10, 2010, more than
60 nations will gather at the Horse Park for
the Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games.

Great Britain’s Prince Phillip, the FEI
president during the late 1980s, strongly
supported the idea of combining previous
events held internationally into events held at
one spot.

In 1990, the first World Equestrian Games
was held in Stockholm, Sweden. The
Stockholm gamesincluded six championships:
driving, endurance, vaulting, eventing,
dressage and show jumping.

The 1994 and 1998 games, held in the
Netherlands and Italy respectively, followed
the same form as the Stockholm games with
six events. In 2002 reining made its debut in
Spain.

According to the media packet provided
by feigames2010.org, the FEI officially
announced Kentucky’s selection for the 2010
World Equestrian Games in December 2005.
For the first time ever, these Games are being
held outside Europe.

At that time it was also announced that a
Para-equestrian competition would be added
to the 2010 Games.

There are already facilities on site for the
Games to take place. However, construction
is under way for a larger arena and stadium.

These Games will be the largest equine
event ever held in the United States. This will
also be the largest sporting event held within
Kentucky.

There are eight Championships. Each area
highlights a different area of equine sports.

Dressage

“Dressage is very formal, Amy Walker,
Public Relations Coordinator for the World
Games 2010 Foundation, explained. ‘A
dressage is a kind of horse ballet”

Gaits and movements are highlighted at
the highest level known as Grand Prix. This
includes collected and extended walk, trot,
and canter. Pirouettes are also showcased.

Driving

In a driving competition, there are teams
of four horses. These teams compete in
dressage for two days, one day is devoted to
marathon, and the final day is dedicated to
driving a course marked by cones. The team
and individual with the lowest number of
faults, such as knocked over cones, is named
Champion.

Endurance
The endurance portion of the Games can
be compared to a marathon race. A rider and

horse must complete a 100-mile course in the
shortest time possible.

Alltech signs on as first-ever
title sponsor of FEl Games

Ahorse and rider jumped a fence during a recent competition at the Kentucky Horse Park. World champion-level show jumping is one of the eight championships to be contested during the Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games
taking place at the Kentucky Horse Park in the fall of 2010. (Photo by Elexis Fletcher)

“We follow the guidelines and procedures
set forth by our governing body, Walker
responded when asked how the recent
trials in the horse industry would affect the
Endurance portion.

“We have veterinary checks every 20 miles
in order to ensure a horse is healthy enough
to travel on”

While the normal individual and team
champion will be crowned, the Veterinary
Commission will also select the horse deemed
in “best condition.”

Eventing

Eventing could be termed an “equestrian
triathlon” according to feigames2010.org.
The horse works on flat ground and over
fences. This tests accuracy and stamina of the
horse, among other things.

There are three main phases: dressage,
cross-country, and show jumping.  This
particular event has evolved from the test of
a military charger to a sport attracting both

amateurs and professionals.
Para-Equestrian

“Para-Equestrian is just like dressage,
Walker stated, “just with disabled riders”

The Para-Equestrian portion will include
all aspects of dressage: trots, walks, zigzags,
etc. However, paraplegic riders will guide the
horses.

Reining

Reining is comparable to the type of
horsemanship shown on old Westerns. This
event is designed to showcase the abilities of
ranch-type horses, such as Quarter Horses.

“The horse does a pattern of figure eights
really fast,” Walker stated.

The contestants are required to work with
one of ten approved patterns, including the
figure eights. Also incorporated are sliding
stops and 360-degree spins in place.

Show Jumping
The name says it all. In this section, horse

FE

and rider are required to jump 10-13 obstacles,
with no penalties, in an allotted time period.
The penalties range from knocking a rail
down through failing to complete a course
within a set time.

Vaulting

Vaulting resembles gymnastics on a moving
horse. Participants are judged on freestyle as
well as mandatory moves. Vaulting requires
teamwork of the vaulter, horse, and lounger,
who controls the horse while the vaulter
performs the moves. Vaulters may perform
as individuals, pairs, or teams.

“Equestrian sport is an exciting event
which will captivate audiences of all sorts,”
Maggie Daniels, equine relations and special
projects coordinator for the World Games
2010 Foundation, summed up. “The World
Equestrian Games will be a great way to
showcase not only the United States but
Kentucky as the Horse Capital of the World”
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A new arena that’s climate-controlled and holds six
thousand seats is under construction for the Games.
Also underway is a new 8,000-10,000 permanent seat
outdoor stadium. The World Games 2010 Foundation
will also provide 20,000 temporary seats for the outdoor

By Lesley Bishop

In June 2006, representatives of
FEI and Kentucky state officials were
stunned. That’s when Alltech owner Dr.
Pearse Lyons jumped up unexpectedly
during a meeting and announced
Alltech would become the 2010 FEI
World Equestrian Games title sponsor.
Alltech sealed the deal with the highest
bid of $10 million for the sponsorship.

Billy Frey, Alltech’s North American
public relations manager, described the
company’s decision with the sponsorship
as brave and decisive. He said, “It will
hopefully help Kentucky prosper and
make Alltech a super brand”

Frey said Alltech will do this by
spreading events throughout Kentucky
before and during the 2010 Games,
holding events like “Taste of Kentucky;’
and bringing in celebrities. This should
give people a broad vision of Kentucky
and what it has to offer. For example,
through its lakes and rivers, Kentucky

has more miles of coast line than
Florida. Alltech is raising freshwater
shrimp and salmon in their aquaculture
department, developing ways to help
save the US. the one billion dollars
it currently pays per month for fish
imported from outside the country.

With Alltech using its bioscience
animal feed at the Games, the care-
takers and riders of the horses will see
first hand how it affects the horses
performance. Alltech’s name will be
broadcast during every television
commercial break, getting their name
out quickly and consistently. There will
be an estimated 500 million TV viewers,
and 600,000 tickets are expected to be
sold to the Games events.

Alltech will be showcasing the
connections they already have with
other countries to strengthen them as
well as networking to form new ones.
This is a huge event internationally,
especially for America. This is the first

stadium.

Walker.

Alltech’s Billy Frey expressed his enthusiasm for the company’s
sponsorship of the upcoming Alltech FEI World Equestrian
Games. (Photo by James Bishop)

ever World Equestrian Games to be
held on U.S. soil.

In preparation for 800 athletes and 300,000-400,000
visitors, a conference center and park-wide road
improvements are under way. The hotelsin the Lexington
area can only hold 1,700 people, therefore guests will be
staying throughout the Bluegrass Region.

The Kentucky Horse Park will provide shuttles and
parking drop-off for all spectators. “When you hear
traffic will be stopped on I-75, I-64, and New Circle
Road, that’s simply not the case,” said Amy Walker.

To entertain and educate the many visitors from
different states and nations, the Kentucky Horse Park
is building “The Kentucky Experience,” a 34,000 square
foot showcase of the many different attractions that
Kentucky has to offer.

Sixty-plus nations will be participating in the 16-day
event. There will be 900 equine athletes (horses). “This
will be the largest airlift of horses in history;,” said Amy

Besides being the the first World Equestrian Games
held in the U.S., the 2010 Games also has the first title
sponsor in the history of the Games. Nicholasville, Ky.-
based Alltech has agreed to be the sponsor of the 2010
Games, for a fee of $10 million.

By Rachel Danielson

Alltech blends advanced technology and agriculture

Alltech is an agriculture technology
company that works hard to help the world
in many ways. The company started out
mixing feed for farm animalsand later began
to add supplements to their products.

Alltech has facilities in over 90 countries
and ships to 113. The world headquarters
is located in Nicholasville, Ky. ~Alltech’s
Kentucky presence also includes production
facilities in Springfield and Alexandria.

“People know our name and that’s a step
in the right direction,” said Billy Frey, North
American public relations manager.

Alltech has 20 offices and 500
employees across the U.S. The company
sees opportunities in high-tech science,
aquaculture, its Rural Integrated
Community Bio-refinery Project and the
Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games.

“We want to build a knowledge-based
economy for Kentucky. It starts right here
between your ears. With your brain,” said
Frey.

“Kentucky also has many super-brands.
Super-brands are product brands of high
recognition and they allow us to take risks
and build endurance which helps us make
more money and build a reputation for our
company, said Frey.

The gene chip is one of Alltech’s biggest
strengths as a company. It uses DNA and
Nutri-genomics to pinpoint an animal’s
needs.

“It is how nutrition affects the genes,
explained Frey. “One animal, one drop of
saliva or blood. One minute later you have
info. If youre a dairy cow, you’ll produce
more milk. If youre a beef cow, you’ll
produce more meat”

The US. imports one billion dollars
worth of seafood monthly. Alltech is
working with Kentucky State University’s
aquaculture program to develop Kentucky
shrimp, tilapia, paddlefish, trout, salmon
and catfish. Alltech has created the Sweet
Spring brand of fish, including a seasoned
Coho salmon.

Two things that Alltech uses to help the
environment are algae and energy, part
of its Rural Integrated Community Bio-
refinery Project.

“We grow fields of algae and algae helps
remove carbon dioxide. All algae needs to
grow is sunlight, heat, and carbon dioxide.
We provide energy using the latest cellulose-
based technology and rural community
bio-refinery;’ explained Frey. “Everything
we do is natural. Without our products,
animals wouldn’t grow as fast and farmers

wouldn’t make as much money”

“We need to take our future into our own
hands. If were putting it in our bodies, I
can't think of anything more important.”

Alltech also focuses on education. There
is always a need for more education in this
profession and Alltech attracts and funds
an increasingly large number of graduate
students every year in partnership with the
University of Kentucky.

“We have to play to our strengths,” said
Frey. “We have to build for the future”

Alltech’s title sponsorship of the Alltech
FEI World Equestrian Games will help
draw attention to the company’s work. The
sponsorship includes a series of concerts
beginning on July 30, 2008 running through
a music festival across Kentucky during the
Games in 2010. People will come from all
over the world to attend.




