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Young pitchers still struggling

UK grad youngest

Legends give up 16 hits
in 12-7 loss to Kannapolis

By James Bishop

The few thousand fans enjoying 25-cent hot
dogs during the June 24 Lexington Legends game
witnessed an offensive battle, but their home team
once again came up short.

Offensively, the two teams combined for 19
runs and 27 hits, but it was pitching that failed
the Legends as they lost to the Kannapolis, N.C.
Intimidators, 12-7, in a swinging shootout.

Legends’ starting pitcher Robert Leonhardt gave
up five runs in the second inning and walked five
batters, undoing the Legends’ early 2-0 lead.

The game stayed close, with back-and-forth
scoring. By the end of the sixth inning, the Legends
trailed 8-6, and were gaining momentum. But the
bats stopped connecting for the home team as the
Intimidators scored one run in the seventh and
two in the eighth.

“We hit the ball well, but our pitching just didn’t
come through,” Legend’s infielder Brian Pellegrini
said.

Pitching was a problem for each team.
Lexington used four pitchers who combined for
six walks and gave up 12 runs. The Intimidators
also went through four pitchers who threw four
walks and allowed seven runs, largely attributed
to Kannapolis pitcher Levi Maxwell, who gave up
eight hits and six runs.

Legends outfielder and game MVP Russ Dixon
slugged a solo home run in the fourth inning, his
second home run of the season. Matt Cusick drove
in two RBIs.

“We keep getting better;” Dixon said of the

in minor league
radio broadcasting

By James Bishop

Only two years out of the University of Kentucky,
Rob Gidel is already making a name for himself in
the broadcast world.

Currently the Lexington Legends’ radio network
analyst, Gidel has quickly worked his way up in the
business.

According to the Legends’ official website, Gidel
started as a guest-host
on WVLK, WLAP and
WHAS.

He was soon analyst for
The Louisville Fire arena
football team, and was co-
host of a morning sports
talk show with former
University of Louisville
quarterback Dave Ragone.
He was also the play-by-
play announcer for the 2007
McDonald’s All-American
Game in Louisville.

With the Legends, he broadcasts over the largest
radio network in minor league baseball.

“We have 32 stations across the region,” he said.

He has also written for online media.

“I used to do a blog with Matt Jones for Kentucky
Sports Radio,” he said. With the Internet changing
the face of media, Gidel explained, “It allows us
journalists to not be lazy”

Growing up, Gidel was influenced greatly by his
father, and continues to look to him for support

“[My father] wanted to do this,” he said, “his

Legends’ offense.

For the Intimidators, Louisville native Logan
Johnson hit a solo home run in the second to start
the five-run inning, and finished with two runs,
three hits, and two RBIs for the night.

Legends’ second baseman Craig Corrado was
ejected in the bottom of the eighth for arguing a called third
strike. The game ended with strikeouts from Legends infielder
Eric Taylor and left fielder Brian Pellegrini, and a ground out hit
by catcher Max Sapp.

Tuesday night’s loss put the Legends at 22-53 in what has been

second inning, wiping our the Legends’ early lead.(Photo by Khyara Harris)

an up-and-down season.
analyst for the Legends’ network.

games.
“The pitching will come around,” Pellegrini said.

Robert Leonhardt shows concentration as he takes his first pitching stance in warm-ups. He allowed five runs in the

“It has been the story of the year thus far,” said Rob Gidel, radio

The Legends are hoping to rebound for the remaining 67

biggest wreck was not following through.”

At the University of Kentucky, Gidel was a print
journalism major and sports writer for the Kentucky
Kernel, UK’s student newspaper.

“I'loved covering UK football,” he said.

In the fall, Gidel will begin covering college
football.

Gidel is an example to young journalists as he
continues to break through in the sports broadcast
world.

Pellegrini, Dixon still
optimistic after loss

By Brandi Beckham Legends’ parent team, the Houston

Allhopeisntlost, accordingtothe ~ Astros, some day.

players of the Lexington Legends.

Brian  Pellegrini, = Legends’
infielder, said, “The hitting went well
but the pitching just didn't come
through,” on Tuesday, June 24 after
the Legends had an upsetting loss to
the Kannapolis Intimidators.

Outfielder Russ Dixon was named
MVP of the game.

“It doesn’t feel like ’'m MVP,” he
said. “Were much more talented
than we show”

The Legends organization is de-
signed to prepare players for the
major leagues. For the Legends the
goal is to play hard, use each aspect
of the game and produce results.

“I'm faithful. The first half of the
season was rough, but with so many
days to prepare and work together
as a team, things will get better,
Pellegrini said.

“Sometimes I feel we just can't
catch a break,” said Dixon.

Dixon’s goal is to focus on seeing

Legends left fielder, Russ Dixon, warms up
prior to the game at Applebee’s Park.
(Photo by Khyara Harris)

At bat, Brian Pellegrini waits for the Kannapolis Intimidators pitcher to pitch the ball for a chance of getting
a hit that would bring the Legends back to the top. (Photo by Khyara Harris)

three sisters, “I can stay focused and
driven with their support” This is

taking the right steps will put them
and their team on the right track,

Pellegrini said. With his mom, dad
and two brothers, that support team

Dixon and Pellegrini agreed
that it gets frustrating at times, but
they share a dream to play for the

the ball, using the right mechanics,
and producing a good swing.
Dixon and Pellegrini both believe

but not without the help of family
and fans. “They keep me grounded,”

goes a long way.
Dixon said with his mom, dad and

exactly what the Legends need to
overcome their slump.

Fans keep coming back despite losing season

By Khyara Harris

What is it about the Lexington Legends that keeps the fans
roaring for more even when the team is losing?

According to most fans, its family fun and the hometown
appeal. Tracey Lovan, 47, can certainly vouch for that.

“We just like baseball. It’s a cheap, close, and fun alternative to
the majors like the Reds,” said Tracey.

She, her husband, and especially their 12-year-old son, Will,
can’t get enough of the minor league team that started in 2001.

Will's favorite player is actually Hunter Pence, a former

Low ticket costs and family fun draw fans to the ballpark

a pretty spectacular event because they like to see major league
pitchers pitch.

Collecting signatures is Payton Tolson’s favorite thing to do.
He proudly showed off a baseball with 15 autographs from
different players. One belongs to Pence, who is also one of
Tolson’s favorite players.

Overall, Payton and Joey love each other’s company when
attending a game. They don’t dislike any players, but agreed that
“good quality players” make the Legends the Legends.

Kevin Nesselhauf, 45, from Lancaster, Ky., has a different
view.

Legends left fielder who went to the majors
as a Houston Astro.

“I like him because when I first saw him
I wanted to model myself after him. He hit
every pitch and I had a feeling hed go pro,”
said Will.

His mother, on the other hand, likes the
current catcher, Maxwell Sapp, because
her son plays that position on his Little
League team. She says she always watches
the catcher.

Joey Tolson turns to the camera with a big smile. With his family by his side he humorously
admits that he enjoys the game because it's simply family fun. (Photo by Khyara Harris)

“What makes the Legends the
Legends is they were the first actual
Lexington’s baseball team, which is a
legend,” Nesselhauf said.

He’s not a die-hard fan, but he takes
pleasure in watching the game because
he pitched and played third base at
McDowell High School in Floyd County,
Ky. for four years. He finds baseball
relaxing to watch and a good family

The things the Lovans love most about
the game are the excitement of the fans
when the Legends are winning, the
fireworks for the Fourth of July, and that
you can always buy a ticket at the stadium
on game night.

Joey and Payton Tolson, friends of the Lovans, sat right
on the first base line watching the action. The father and son
both agreed that they love the Legends, but thought the team
wouldn’'t have many wins this year.

“Their record’s terrible because of bad pitching and hitting;”
said Joey, 39. But he doesn’t just blame the Legends for that.

He believes that the Legends really can't get good teams due to
the higher level minor leagues and the major league recruiting
players. Yet, to him the game is still fun to watch.

The Tolsons’ favorite game was in June 2006 when Roger
Clemens pitched one night for the Legends. They thought it was

Will Lovan, a student at SCAPA, basks in the sun as he watches his favorite team. He hopes
the Legends can pull through. He admits that having a team in Lexington brings him closer
to baseball action. (Photo by Khyara Harris)

Payton Tolson cracks a big smile as he stands up and shows his signed
baseball. With more than 15 signatures, including Hunter Pence’s, he
says he'll collect more after the game. (Photo by Khyara Harris)

outing.

He wants the team to get a rally cap,
become more enthusiastic, have more
leaders, and be a lot better.

“With all the good equipment,
sponsors, and great backing they could be a lot better;” he stated.
They’re just not a high-spirited team, and his daughter and son-
in-law agreed.

Nesselhauf’s least favorite player is Big L, the Legends’
mascot.

“He just rubs me the wrong way, you know? I just want to go
down there and say ‘take that smirk off your face!” he admitted,
laughing.

Something that brings him back is 25 cent hot dogs on
Tuesday nights and free tickets from his church.

Nesselhauf’s daughter, Lisa Haden, said that the best part of
the game is when the Legends are winning. That’s been rare this
season, but the fans are still coming out to the ballpark.



