JOU 101:  Introduction to Journalism - Spring 2008
10:00 – 10:50 a.m., Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Classroom Building 102

Instructor:
Professor Richard Labunski


Teaching Assistant:  Chrissy Tigas
Office:

144 Grehan (Journalism) Building

124 Grehan (Journalism) Building

Office Hours:
Monday and Wednesday, 11:00 - Noon
Wednesday, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.


and by appointment



 and by appointment

Office Phone:
257-5719




 606-923-5008
E-mail:

labunski@uky.edu



 c.tigas@uky.edu
Class Web site:  www.richardlabunski.com/jou101/home.htm 

This is an introductory course primarily intended for students interested in careers in print, broadcast, or online journalism; media law; sports journalism; and other related careers. Advertising and public relations will also be discussed.

Regardless of your eventual career, you will be a lifelong consumer of news and information, and much of the material covered in this class will help you to understand the media better.
The course has two broad objectives:  To introduce students to the media world, including information about careers; and to help students advance their writing skills, which are essential for any job and for the classes they will take after JOU 101.  Students will also learn about the importance of journalism in a democracy.
The class will meet as one group on Monday and Wednesday, from 10:00 – 10:50 a.m. in Classroom Building 102.  On most Fridays, guest speakers will talk to either the class as a whole (in CB 102) or to individual discussion sections.  Here are the room numbers for each section:
Section 001:  CB 338


Section 003:  
CB 243
Section 002:  CB 316


Section 004:  
CB 219
After the first few weeks of the semester, each section will be assigned one of these themes:  print journalism (newspapers and magazines), broadcast journalism, sports journalism, and new media.  At that time, students will have the opportunity to attend whichever discussion section they are most interested in.  It will not be necessary to change your registration to a different section.
Course materials:    

Mass Media in a Changing World (McGraw-Hill, 2nd ed., 2008) by George Rodman. This book is REQUIRED.

In addition to reading the Rodman book, students will download articles, cases, and other materials from the Internet that should be placed in a three-ring binder.  (You will need those materials when you study for the exams.  Also, bring the current materials to class).  Students will obtain some of those materials through the UK Library’s Web site.  (This will be explained in class).  In addition, some materials for the class will be obtained through this Web site:   
www.firstamendmentcenter.org
Grades

The grades in the class will be based on the following:
Exam #1 (In-class exam after approximately 

the first five weeks of the semester):


20 percent

Exam #2 (In-class exam after approximately

the next five weeks of the semester):


20 percent

Exam #3 (In-class exam after approximately

the last five weeks of the semester):


20 percent

Quizzes and exercises:




20 percent

One or two short papers including

a “career paper”:





20 percent








​​​
_________









100 percent

(The above-stated percentages are subject to change.  If there is a change, it will be announced in class).
Class Web Site:

There will be almost 100 students in the class.  Rather than create a huge number of photocopies every time the professor hands out material, students will be using a class Web site.  It should be bookmarked in your computer’s browser:

www.richardlabunski.com/jou101/home.htm
Many of the quizzes, exercises, and other class materials will be available only from the Web site.  It is essential that students have regular access to the Internet and a printer.  Students will usually copy the exercise or quiz from the Web site and paste it into an outgoing e-mail message, which will be sent to the professor or teaching assistant.  Other assignments will be done on paper and handed in when the class meets. 
Students should regularly check “announcements” on the class Web site.  There will be times when the professor or teaching assistant will communicate with you by e-mail.
E-mail Instructions

Within three days of the first class meeting, and when you are certain you are going to take this class, you should e-mail the professor at:   labunski@uky.edu
In that first e-mail, you should put JOU 101 in the subject line and the section in which you are registered.  The subject line will look like this:  JOU 101-001 or JOU 101-004.
When you e-mail the first time, provide the information below in the body of an e-mail.  (Do NOT send an attached document):
Name:  (include first and last name, and nickname if any)
E-mail address:

Local phone number:  

Preference for discussion group:  (print, broadcast, sports, new media)

Do you have any journalism experience?
What year are you in at the university?
Are you likely to major in journalism?
What career would you like to pursue?
What do you hope to get out of this class?
Reading Assignments

Students must keep up with the assigned pages in the textbook and other materials.  (See the first reading assignments attached to the syllabus.  The assignments will also be on the class Web site).  The materials must be read before class so students can follow the lectures and participate in the discussion.  Check the class Web site for changes in the reading assignments.

Attendance

Class attendance is mandatory for both the main classes on Monday and Wednesday, and the discussion groups or lectures on Friday.  Compelling reasons for missing class will be accepted, but much of the material needed to succeed will be provided in class.  Students should make every reasonable effort to attend.  (See the note below about admission to the School).
Absences Policy

1)  Rules relating to attendance in this class will be governed by the requirements stated in the latest UK Bulletin.  Students should refer to the Bulletin to see what absences the University considers to be excused; 2)  Any student who has more than six unexcused absences (excused absences are defined in the Bulletin) will have his or her grade lowered one grade level.  Additional unexcused absences will result in further grade reduction; 3)  Any student who has more than six excused absences will be required to withdraw from the course and will receive a “W” grade for the class.
Make sure you read the following carefully about Academic Dishonesty: 

Plagiarism is a serious matter and the penalties can be severe. The UK Academic Ombudsman’s office has a link to University materials related to plagiarism:  See <www.uky.edu/Ombud> and <www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf>.

You must read the document.  It explains what plagiarism is and how to avoid it.  Here are two excerpts from the document:

Plagiarism: What is it?

Plagiarism means taking the words and thoughts of others (their ideas, concepts, images, sentences, and so forth) and using them as if they were your own, without crediting the author or citing the source.  Most plagiarism is willful, a sort of theft.  It is possible to plagiarize unintentionally, though, by being careless or hurried, omitting quotation marks or slipping into the words or ideas of others through inattention or simply for convenience.  Whether you meant it or not, you can be found guilty of plagiarism whenever other people’s language gets used without proper citation in your text.  At this and most other universities, plagiarism is regarded as intellectual theft; faculty will rarely bother to determine whether you stole words on purpose or walked out of the shop having forgotten to pay.
What are the Penalties for Plagiarism at UK?

The University Senate has taken a very strong stance against plagiarism.  For instance, Senate Rule 6.4.11 states:

The minimum penalty for an academic offense is an E in the course in which the offense took place.  The repeat option may not be used to remove an E given for an academic offense.  If a prior academic offense has been recorded in the Registrar’s Office, the minimum penalty shall be suspension for one semester (or a minimum of four months in those colleges in the Medical Center where the semester system is not in use.  Penalties more severe than the minimum may be imposed where warranted by the circumstances. 

A note about admission to the School of Journalism and Telecommunications:

If you are going to seek admission to the School, you must have a combined GPA of 3.0 in the three required pre-major classes:  JOU 101, JOU 204, and a political science class. The grade for the 204 class counts twice when the GPA is calculated.
How to do well in JOU 101:
--- Come to class every day unless there is a very good reason for missing it; 

--- Take good notes in class and review those notes at least once a week (be sure to get the notes from someone for any classes you miss);
--- Do all of the reading by the time it is due;
--- Prepare energetically for the exams;
--- Make a substantial effort to do well on the written assignments (that means working on them steadily and not leaving them to the last minute);
--- Be enthusiastic around the professor and teaching assistant and make it clear that you are interested in the material we are covering in this class.  
(You do not want the professor to see you in CB 102 during the lectures reading a newspaper, sending text messages on your cell phone, or exchanging e-mail and Web surfing with your laptops.  You do want the professor to see you taking notes and paying close attention).

--- One more thing:  Be sure to turn off your cell phone before class starts unless you are expecting an emergency call.
JOU 101 – Spring 2008 - Reading Assignments for the Textbook

(additional assignments will be downloaded from the Internet)
Part I:
The Internet:  Rodman, pp. 316-351
Part II:  Newspapers:  Rodman, pp. 98-136

Part III:  Television:  Rodman, pp. 280-315
Part IV:  Radio:  Rodman, pp. 244-278

Part V:  Electronic News:  pp. 354-385

First exam after about five weeks (covering Parts I – V)

Part VI:  Media Law, pp. 462-495; Second Constitutional Convention, pp. 244-264
Part VII:  Media Ethics:  pp. 496-526

Part VIII:  Recordings and the Music Industry, pp. 212-243

Part IX:  Magazines:  pp. 138-174
Part X:  Books:  pp. 66-97

Second exam after another five weeks (covering Parts VI - X)

Part XI:  Media in a Changing World:  pp. 2-33

Part XII:  Media Impact:  pp. 34-64

Part XIII:  Public Relations:  pp. 386-422

Part XIV:  Advertising:  pp. 424-460

Third exam after another five weeks (covering Parts XI – XIV) 
JOU 101 – Spring 2008 - Writing Assignments  
All writing assignments must be your own work; do not consult with or get help from anyone for these projects.  (Most of these assignments will be found on the class Web site).
Find it on the Internet

Story search
Newspaper writing exercise

Radio/TV writing exercise

Web site exercise

Current events quiz

Using Lexis/Nexis (UK Library Web site)

Career paper
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