 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1TEL 101:   Telecommunications I:  Mass Communication Systems

Fall 2007
MW, 9:30 – 10:45 a.m., Rm 245 Whitehall Classroom Building

TEL 101 on Blackboard:   http://www.uky.edu/Blackboard/ 

Professor:
Thomas R. Lindlof

Office:

212 Grehan Bldg.

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, 1:00—3:00 p.m.; and by appointment

Office Phone:
257-4242

E-mail: 
lindlof@email.uky.edu

TA:   

J. Human
Office:

124 Grehan Bldg.

Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
E-mail:

j.human@email.uky.edu

See the School’s Web page for more information about School of Journalism & Telecommunication’s activities:   http://www.uky.edu/CommInfoStudies/JAT  

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is one of a pair of courses (TEL 201 is the other one) that introduces students to the field of telecommunications.  As the subtitle indicates, this course focuses mainly on media systems that deliver content to consumer audiences:  broadcast radio/television, cable, satellites, the Web, portable audio/video media, etc.  This course does not need to be taken before TEL 201.

For students seeking to major in telecommunications, TEL 101 is a required “premajor” course.  It sets the foundation for advanced study, and may help you  assess academic and career options.   For students majoring in other fields, TEL 101 can serve as an elective course for enriching your understanding of electronic media.

One of the two guiding concepts for TEL 101 is “media convergence” – the growing integration of media technologies, businesses, content, and audiences.  The implications of convergence for media and society in the 21st century are enormous.  During the first week, this concept will be defined and discussed.   For the rest of the semester, we will revisit the concept of convergence fairly often  as we move through each area of the media landscape.  By the end of the semester, you should have a good grasp of some of the ways in which convergence is driving new (and future) changes in the media industries.  

The other guiding concept is “media culture.”  Simply put, a great deal of what we know, what we value, and how we act is shaped through our ongoing involvement in the culture of media.  We will unpack this concept via three levels of analysis:  
· The cultural forms of media – both narrative and non-narrative; 
· The cultures of media industries and professions; and

· The impact of media on local, national, and global cultures.  
We will tackle these levels of analysis by applying the critical process described on pp. 28-29 in the textbook.  The overarching goal is to promote a media-literate approach to your studies of telecommunications.  
TEL 101 will follow a series of lecture units for each topic.  Videos will also be screened, guest speakers will be invited to make presentations, and in-class activities will be used to help you understand the material.   TEL 101 will also offer occasions for us to share perspectives and experiences.   I encourage all of you to feel free to discuss media topics in a spirit of respect for each other’s opinions.  I also welcome your questions and comments about the readings, lectures, or any aspect of class procedure, assignments, etc. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
Upon satisfactory completion of TEL 101, students will

· Understand the historical, economic, organizational, ethical, and societal contexts of electronic media.

· Develop a working knowledge of some of the key concepts and specialized vocabulary used in the field of telecommunications – especially electronic mass media.

· Develop critical skills needed to assess media convergence and media culture.

IMPORTANT! – BLACKBOARD
This course will be taught using the Web-based Blackboard course management system.   Among its many uses, Blackboard permits you to:

· receive and complete certain TEL 101 assignments; 

· access the required articles for TEL 101;

· access the syllabus, lecture outlines, video notes, and other course materials; 
· communicate with me and other students; and 

· keep track of your grades at any time.  
Using Blackboard is NOT optional; it is required for this course.  During the first week of the semester, you must obtain an AD (Active Directory) account, which is a University-wide account that allows you into many of the University’s systems, including Blackboard. 

For personal assistance in setting up an AD account, you can go to the UK Customer Service Center at 111 McVey Hall, call 257-1300, or e-mail helpdesk@uky.edu

Once you have an AD account user i.d. and password, you can log into Blackboard.

To begin using Blackboard, go to:   http://www.uky.edu/Blackboard/welcome.html
Friendly advice:  You are far less likely to fall behind in this course – or misunderstand important course activities – if you make it a habit to check Blackboard at least twice a week for TEL 101 announcements.  
REQUIRED COURSE READINGS
Media & Culture 6
Authors: Richard Campbell, Christopher R. Martin & Bettina Fabos.  
Publisher: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008.

Other required articles will be posted on Blackboard.   These will be announced in class and in Blackboard.

Occasionally I will distribute some handouts in class.  Because I’ve spent university resources (including my time) to select, prepare, and photocopy them, you may be assured that they are worth your attention and should be kept for the duration of the semester.  In some cases, you will need them as resources for answering questions in examinations.
EVALUATION

Grading
Exam #1

  

    
    60 points … 15% of course total

Exam #2



    
    80                 20%

Final Exam



    
    80
             20%

Research Paper
    

  
  100
             25%

Online Assignments/Discussion Boards
    80
             20%

TOTAL 

  
  

  400 points


Letter grades for each of the above components will normally be assigned by the following percentage ranges: A: 90-100%   B: 80-89%   C: 70-79%   D: 60-69%
  

Examinations

Two exams are scheduled during the semester.  Each exam will cover lectures, a set of chapters from the textbook Media & Culture 6, other articles you have been assigned to read, relevant in-class video screenings, and any other material I may specify.  Exams will consist of multiple choice and true—false questions; essay questions; and a group of short-answer questions. 
A study guide will be distributed two class days before each exam.  There will also be a review session in the class preceding the exam in which we discuss the exam format, expectations, areas of study, strategies for studying, etc.

The final examination is scheduled during (you guessed it) final exam week.  The principal focus is the final portion of the semester, but some questions may address material from earlier in the semester.  The pattern of exam preparation described above also applies to the final.

Papers

You will write a research paper on a topic in the contemporary electronic mass media.   The ability to analyze diverse information sources and write a coherent argument is an essential career skill.  And since Telecommunications majors will encounter similar assignments in their upper-division classes, this paper will give many of you a “head start” on how to develop your ideas about media topics.  The paper (worth 25% of your TEL 101 grade) will be assigned and discussed on September 26, and is due November 28.  Included in the grade for this assignment is the completion of a paper outline and annotated bibliography, due November 5.

Online Assignments/Discussion Boards
Two Online Assignments will come your way this semester via Blackboard.  They will require some research outside of class to develop an effective response.  Generally you will have a limit of several days to prepare and send your response to me or my teaching assistant.  In addition, I will periodically post questions on the Discussion Board feature in Blackboard.  You will be asked to post your responses and react to other students’ postings – thus creating a discussion centered on the topic/question.  The combined Assignments and Discussion Board constitute 20% of your TEL 101 grade.  See the semester schedule for the placement of the OA’s and Discussion Boards.
Extra Credit
This semester I will offer at least two opportunities to earn extra credit.  One of these will involve an in-class group activity designed to help you learn or apply course concepts/materials.  (All members of each group will receive the same number of points.)   The extra-credit opportunities will generally not be announced in advance.  In all cases they cannot be made up if you miss the deadline for completing them.
Attendance

Experience has proven, time and again, that attending classes regularly is vital to doing well in TEL 101.  Among the reasons for this claim: 

· The lectures will often introduce new material, rather than just reiterating points covered in the readings;

· Assignments will be introduced first in class, giving you the benefit of helpful tips and pointers in completing them;

· Class discussions will clarify and extend your thinking about concepts; and

· You will experience many interesting events that will not be repeated – e.g., guest speakers, video screenings.

To encourage your regular presence in TEL 101 classes, class attendance will be checked periodically both by oral roll-taking and by sign-up sheets.   You are allowed three unexcused absences during the semester without any penalty (not including the first two class meetings, August 22 and 27).   After the first three unexcused absences, seven (7) points for each subsequent unexcused absence will be deducted from your Assignments/Discussion grade.

The only excused absences are for University-approved reasons (i.e., participation in musical or debate activity; ROTC function; athletic trip), and unanticipated emergencies.   Excused absences are not automatic.  My approval depends on the nature of the reason and appropriate documentation.  Please contact me via telephone (257-4242) or e-mail (lindlof@email.uky.edu) prior to the missed class if possible.  If you have a documented excuse, it must be submitted within one week of the absence.  After a week has elapsed, the absence will be considered “unexcused.”  You are responsible for contacting me to arrange to make up any missed work.

Class begins promptly at 9:30 a.m. … not 9:32 a.m., 9:33 a.m., etc.  Late arrivals are an annoyance to me and other students, and it is important for us to use all 75 minutes of every class.   If you anticipate arriving late or leaving early for a particular class, please inform me in advance of class.

If late arrivals become chronic – i.e., more than a couple of times – you will be informed that each subsequent late arrival will count as an absence.  The same policy applies to early departures.

COURSE POLICIES / PROCEDURES
Plagiarism
Plagiarism constitutes academic dishonesty (cheating) and will not be tolerated in TEL 101.  Evidence of plagiarism is grounds for investigation and possible punitive action (see the university’s policy in Student Rights and Responsibilities).  Essentially, plagiarism means that you have represented the ideas and/or expressions of other writers as your own.  The “other writers” could be the authors of a book, magazine or journal article, a Web page, or other students in this or another course.  You should also not turn in a paper that you have written for another class.  Your writing in this course is expected to be the original expression of your own ideas.  If you wish to present previously published work in your paper, the usual options are to paraphrase the material (reword it differently, with attribution) or directly quote it (again, with attribution).  In either case, the work must be “cited” in the text, with a full reference included in the reference section.  

Academic misconduct can ruin your career.  Do not take any chances in this regard.  Later in the semester, I will give you a handout that provides pointers for citing other works appropriately.  We’ll discuss some examples in class to help you understand when and how to apply these principles.  If you have any questions about citation/reference usage when writing assignments for TEL 101, you should seek assistance from me or my teaching assistant.
Spelling / Vocabulary / Grammar
You are expected to use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammatical construction in all written work.  Your performance in writing mechanics and style will be a factor in the assessment of your papers and other assignments.  So-called “typos” are automatically considered to be misspellings; your word processor has a spell checker, so use it!  Throughout the course, you will expand your professional vocabulary through the study of terms related to electronic media concepts, theories, and practices.  You must learn to use this vocabulary appropriately.  More generally, strong communicative skills are important to success in TEL 101 – and success in your future professional life.

Classroom Decorum Issues
Please turn off the ringer on your cell phone when class begins, and do not check your messages during class.  Your full, undivided attention to class activities is expected. Private conversations should be postponed until class is over.   Reading The Kernel and other non-TEL 101 material should also cease promptly at 9:30 a.m.   If you wish to use a laptop computer during class, it must be for TEL 101-related purposes only.
Make-up Examinations
Make-up exams are a rare occurrence and are generally granted only in the event of medical/personal emergencies, with my permission (in advance, if possible).

Incomplete Work
If you begin to experience difficulties with your work in TEL 101, please see me as soon as possible for advice about your situation.  You do not automatically receive an “Incomplete” if your work is not completed at the end of the semester.  You will be eligible for an “Incomplete” only if we talk about the reasons for the non-completion and I decide to allow you the opportunity to finish the work after the semester are over. 

CONSULTATIONS OUTSIDE CLASS
Feel free to visit me in my office if you wish to have a conversation about any aspect of TEL 101, or about telecommunications issues generally.  My office is located in the Grehan (Journalism) Building – room 212.  My office hours this fall are Monday, Tuesday, 1:00-3:00 p.m..  If those times are not convenient for you, we can make an appointment for another time.

 My phone number (with voice mail) is (859) 257-4242.

E-mail is an excellent way to reach me if you are unable to make it to my office.  My e-mail address is:   lindlof@email.uky.edu.  I check my e-mail regularly, and try to reply to messages soon after I get them.  However, please be aware that I have a policy of not answering my UK e-mail on weekends.  If you send me an e-mail on Saturday or Sunday, I will read it and reply by Monday morning.
