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Office Hours 
• Tuesday/Thursday: 11:00am – 1:00pm 
• After class as needed 
• By Appointment 
Class Information 
• Tuesday/Thursday: 9:30am – 10:45am 
• 359 Little Library Building 

  
Course Description  
A survey of children’s literature, traditional and modern. Reading and evaluation of books 
and multimedia materials with emphasis on the needs and interests of children. Covers 
media for use by and with children from preschool through grade six. 
 
Course Objectives  
• To become aware of, and familiar with, a wide variety of authors, illustrators, and 

books in the field of children’s literature. 
• To develop competencies in the exploration and critical evaluation of materials for 

children. 
• To learn to meet the personal and intellectual requirements and interests of individual 

children through selection of appropriate materials. 
• To develop competencies in selecting and presenting books and stories for the 

purpose of motivating children to enjoy literature and to become lifelong readers. 
• To develop an understanding of the potential for using children’s literature across the 

school curriculum. 
• To become familiar with basic selection aids and other sources of information about 

children’s trade books. 
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Student Expectations 
Students enrolling in this course are expected to be proficient in both reading and writing 
English. All papers/projects must be submitted as a Word document written in either 
Times New Roman or Arial (12-point) and formatted using APA style. 
 
Textbooks  
Required Texts: 
Lynch-Brown, C., & Tomlinson, C. M. (2007). Essentials of children's literature (6th 
 ed.). Boston: Pearson/Allyn and Bacon Publishers. 
 
Required Children’s Literature: 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling 
The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 
The Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
 
Integration of the Syllabus with the Themes of Diversity, Assessment, 
and Technology 
All UK professional education programs address and affirm the value of diversity in 
education, the use of technology to support all aspects of instructional programming, and 
the importance of attaining high levels of skill in assessing the outcomes of instruction.  
This course will provide students an opportunity to demonstrate attention to these themes 
and reflect on the mechanisms that this course has provided to demonstrate improved 
skills in these areas. 
 
Integration of Syllabus with UK Educator Preparation Unit Themes 
This course supports the four themes of the conceptual framework for the UK 
professional education unit:  research, reflection, learning,  and leading . The ultimate 
goal is to produce leaders who work together to improve service and learning among 
diverse populations in Kentucky and beyond. 
 
Grading (100%) 
Participation – 25% 
Reading Autobiography Assignment – 5% 
Reading Summary Sheets – 40% 
Bibliocognition Assignment – 5% 
Author/Illustrator Program Guide – 5% 
Literature Program Assignment – 10% 
Exams – 10% 
 
Grading Scale 
90% – 100% A 
80% – 89%  B 
70% – 79%  C 
60% – 69% D 
  0% – 59% E 
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Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend, and participate in, all classes. Each student will receive 
one personal day, no questions asked, as an excused absence. All other unexcused 
absences will result in points lost from the class participation portion of the Student 
Assessment Sheet. An unexcused absence when one is expected to be a group 
discussion leader will result in a 0 (zero) grade for that assignment unless prior 
arrangements have been made to switch dates with another student. 
 
Communications 
You may communicate with me via Blackboard, e-mail or phone. E-mail will elicit the 
timeliest response. While I am generally available on the weekends and will always 
respond as quickly as I can, please do not anticipate a response after Friday business 
hours have ended.  
 
Submission of Course Assignments 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates indicated on the course 
schedule below. All course work is expected to be academically appropriate. This means 
that your work has been spell checked and that it has been punctuated properly including 
complete sentences and proper capitalization. While instant messaging has its place, this 
course is not it. Proper English is expected. If you need assistance with writing skills, 
please contact the UK Writing Center (http://www.uky.edu/AS/English/wc/). Citations and 
formatting should follow the APA Publication Manual 
(http://www.apastyle.org/pubmanual.html).  
 
Academic Integrity 
All of your work for this class is expected to be original work. You may not use work 
submitted for a grade in another class. Proper citations are expected for all sources used 
for any course work. Please review the University’s plagiarism policy. 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part1.html 
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html (section 6.3.1) 
 
Incompletes 
Student requests for an Incomplete (an I grade) will be considered within University 
guidelines and only in extreme circumstances. See section 5.1.3.2 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html. 
  
Late Work 
All course assignments are expected to be submitted on time. Late work will be lowered 
10 points for every day it is late. Assignments will not be accepted more than 5 days after 
the due date. 
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Class Schedule (subject to modification) 
January 10, 2008 First Day of Class; Introduction; Syllabus Review 

January 15, 2008 NO CLASS 

January 17, 2008 Due: Reading Autobiography; Read: Text Ch. 1-3;  
Discuss: Youth Media Award Winners 

January 22, 2008 Discuss: Extra Credit Options & Final Exam Discuss: Picture Books for 
Older Readers; In Class: Older Picture Book Summaries  

January 24, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 4&5; Sign Up: Author/Illustrator Guides; In Class: 
Complete 5 Picture Book Summaries 

January 29, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 6; Discuss: Children’s Book Resources; Discuss: 
Traditional Literature; In class: Poetry Book Summaries 

January 31, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 8; Discuss: Bibliocognition/Realistic Fiction 

February 05, 2008 Due: Traditional Literature Book Summaries; In Class: Preparation for 
Multicultural & Historical Fiction Sections 

February 07, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 9; Discuss: Historical Fiction 

February 12, 2008 Due: Historical Fiction Book Summaries/Group Booktalks 

February 14, 2008 Read/Discuss: The Invention of Hugo Cabret 

February 19, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 11; Discuss: Multicultural Literature 

February 21, 2008 Due: Multicultural Literature Book Summaries/Group Booktalks 

February 26, 2008 Read: Text Ch. 12&13; Discuss: Literature Programs 

February 28, 2008 Due/Discuss: Bibliocognition Assignment; Sign Up: Literature Programs  

March 04, 2008 Discuss: Midterm Exam; Due: Series Book Summaries 

March 06, 2008 **Midterm Exam** 

March 10-15, 2008 SPRING BREAK 

March 18, 2008 In Class: Graphic Novel Summaries; Read: Text Ch. 7; Discuss: Fantasy 
& Science Fiction 

March 20, 2008 Read/Discuss: The Bridge to Terabithia 

March 25, 2008 Discuss: Storytelling; Read: Text Ch. 10 

March 27, 2008 Due: Biography Book Summaries; In Class: Informational Book 
Summaries 

April 01, 2008 Due: Literature Program Presentations 

April 03, 2008 Due: Literature Program Presentations 

April 08, 2008 Due: Literature Program Presentations 

April 10, 2008 Read/Discuss: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 

April 15, 2008 Discuss: Censorship & Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 

April 17, 2008 NO CLASS; Due: Author/Illustrator Guides (submit via Blackboard) 

April 22, 2008 Due: Children’s Literature Journals & Magazine Summaries 

April 24, 2008 Due: Other Media Summary; Discuss: Final Exam 

April 29, 2008 Due: Final Exam by 10:00am 
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Additional Reading Requirements 
 
• Picture Book [predictable, ABC, counting, concept, wordless] Ð 5 Total, 1 each type  
• Multicultural Fiction Books – 2 [1 each for younger readers and for middle readers] 
• Historical Fiction Book – 2 [1 each for younger readers and for middle readers] 
• Graphic Novel – 1 
• Picture Book for Older Readers Ð 1  
• Poetry Book Ð 1  
• Popular Series – 2 [1 each for younger readers and for middle readers] 
• Children’s Magazine – 1 [Graduate students do 2] 
• Professional Journal – 1 [Graduate students do 2] 
• Informational Book Ð 1 
• Biography – 1 
• Other Media [music, audio book, movie] – 1 
• Realistic Fiction Books – 6 [3 each for younger readers and for middle readers; these 

are to be read for completion of your Bibliocognition Assignment; Graduate students 
do 4 each] 

• Fantasy/Science Fiction – 2 chapter books [these will be for your final exam] 
 
Bolded items you will complete on your own. The remainder will be completed in class.  


