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EDC 714 Syllabus

SYLLABUS

EDC 714:  The Secondary School

Spring 2005

5:00-7:30 p.m., Tuesday

325 Dickey Hall

Instructor:
Dr. Mary Markowitz



321 Dickey Hall



859.257.1643



mcmark3@uky.edu
Office Hours:  By appointment
Course Overview:
The conceptual framework for the College of Education at the University of Kentucky seeks to promote professional educators as reflective decision-makers.  As such, many of our courses incorporate critical thinking skills that synthesize theory, foundations, and practice.

The goal of EDC 714 is to introduce you to or to expand your knowledge of the history of secondary education in the United States and to explore the ways in which history, political ideology, and practical concerns have made secondary schools what they are today.  Ultimately the knowledge you gain from this course should help you synthesize the importance of certain events and philosophies to make you a better reflective teacher and decision-maker.

Objectives.   Upon completion of EDC 714, the student will be able to:

1. identify and explain key historical events that have shaped secondary schools and teaching in the United States.

2. understand the historical ideologies that have influenced the purpose of secondary schools.

3. converse about current national and state trends in secondary education and how these trends fit into the historical chronology of secondary education.

4. critically analyze historical and contemporary arguments regarding the role of secondary education in a democratic society.

5. relate current events in secondary schools to an historical/philosophical paradigm.

6. investigate a topic about secondary education reform, complete a thorough literature review, and synthesize this topic with topics discussed in class.

Required Texts:

Apple, M. W. (2000).  Official Knowledge.  Democratic Education in a Conservative


Age.  2nd Ed.  New York:  Routledge.

Herbst, J.  (1996).  The Once and Future School.  Three Hundred and Fifty Years of 


American Secondary Education.  New York:  Routledge.

Tyack, D. (2003).  Seeking Common Ground.  Public Schools in a Diverse Society.

Cambridge:  Harvard University Press.

Assignments:
1. Reading Reaction Forms.  Each student is responsible for reading assignments and for completing a reading reaction form (RRF) for each chapter of the required texts.  A copy of the form is attached.   RRFs will be collected at the end of class each week that a reading assignment is due and will be graded credit/no credit.  In all, there are 30 chapters in the three required texts.  Failure to complete at least 25 of the RRFs will result in a loss of all points in this category, regardless of the quality of the completed forms.  (These forms will be most beneficial for completing mid-term and final exams for this class and for future exams, such as your Master’s Exam.) 
2. Midterm Exam.   Each student will complete a take-home essay exam covering reading material and class discussions to that point.  The exam will consist of two or three essay responses selected from a group of questions.

3. Book review.  Each student will read and write a review of a supplemental book related to critical issues in public education.  The student also will give an informal oral presentation in which he/she reviews the book for colleagues.  This book may be selected from the attached list provided by the instructor, or the student may choose his/her own book with the instructor’s approval.

4. Current Events Presentation.  Each student will be responsible for presenting an issue of current interest in secondary education, preferably a topic taken from the headlines.  The student will summarize the topic, present any relevant materials related to the topic, analyze the issue, and lead a group discussion.  These presentations will be spread throughout the semester.  Students will have an opportunity to sign up for a date to present.  Each student will have approximately 20-30 minutes for their presentations.

5. Final Exam/Literature Review.  Each student will select a topic of interest to them regarding historical perspectives on secondary education or current trends in secondary education and complete a literature review for the topic.  In class we will discuss the purpose and components of a literature review in the greater scheme of education research.  Students will present their findings in an oral presentation in class and will submit a written literature review that includes an introduction, statement of purpose or questions, a summary of relevant literature, conclusions drawn from the review in relation to the purpose/questions, and a bibliography.  Students will use the APA style manual for this assignment.

6. Attendance/Participation.  This course is based on critical inquiry and the exchange of ideas among colleagues; therefore, attendance at each class meeting, completion of reading assignments, and active participation are expected.   Each unexcused absence will result in a loss of points in this area, with two unexcused absences constituting a loss of all points in this area.  If you are ill or have an emergency and need to miss class, you must contact me by phone or e-mail (preferably BEFORE the class meeting) to request consideration for making up points on your participation grade.  This consideration will be given only for legitimate medical or family issues.  In the case of any excused absence, students will be required to write a five-page analytical paper on the topic covered in the class they miss.  This paper will be due the next time the class meets, with no exceptions.  Failure to write the paper will result in loss of points in this category.
Evaluation

Reading Reaction Forms


45 pts (15%)



Mid-Term Exam



60 pts (20%)


Book Review




45 pts (15%)

Current Event Presentation


30 pts (10%)

Final/Literature Review


90 pts (30%)

Attendance/Participation


30 pts (10%)
TOTAL




300 points

270-300 pts. = A
240-269 pts. = B
210-239 pts. = C

Tentative Reading and Assignment Schedule:
	DATE
	ACTIVITY/READING ASSIGNMENT
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	January 18
	· Introductions.

· Course overview. 

· Review syllabus and schedule.


	

	January 25
	· Tyack, Chapters 1-3, pp. 1-97.

· Book Review Selections.


	· RRFs for Tyack, chapters 1-3

· Book selection for book review



	February 1
	· Tyack, Chapters 4-6 + Reflections, pp. 98-185.

· Current Event Presentations.


	· RRFs for Tyack, chapters 4-6

· Presenters 1 and 2



	February 8
	· Finish Tyack (if necessary).

· Current Event Presentations.

· Introduction to literature reviews.


	· Presenters 3 and 4

	February 15
	NO CLASS MEETING.  Instructor at conference.
	· Work on book review, lit. review, and/or reading assignments.



	February 22
	· Herbst, Chapters 1-6, pp. 1-77.

· Topics for literature reviews.


	· RRFs for Herbst, chapters 1-6

· Topic for lit review.



	March 1
	· Herbst, Chapters 7-11, pp. 79-140.

· Current Event Presentations.

· Distribute Midterm Exam Questions.


	· RRFs for Herbst, chapters 7-11

· Presenters 5 and 6

	March 8
	· Herbst, Chapter 12-16, pp. 141-214.

· Current Event Presentations


	· RRFs for Herbst, chapters 12-16

· Presenters 7 and 8

· Midterm due by noon, Friday, March 11.



	March 15
	NO CLASS MEETING.  UK Spring Break.
	


	March 22
	· Apple, Chapters 1-5, pp. 1-112.

· Current Event Presentations.

· Final preparations for book review


	· RRFs for Apple, chapters 1-5

· Presenters 9 and 10



	March 29
	· Apple, Chapters, 6-8 + Appendix, pp. 113-175.

· Informal book review presentations.


	· RRFs for Apple, chapters 6-8

· Written book review

	April 5
	NO CLASS MEETING. Fayette County Schools Spring Break and Instructor at Conference.


	

	April 12
	· Current National Reforms – No Child Left Behind and Standards-Based Education.

· Current Events Presentations.

· Preparations for literature review.


	· Presenters 11 and 12

	April 19
	· Current Kentucky Reforms – KNTS, KETS, KERA, and KATS.

· Current Events Presentations.

· Final preparations on literature review.


	· Presenters 13 and 14

	April 26
	· Literature Review Presentations.


	

	May 3
	· Literature Review Presentations.


	FINAL COPY OF LITERATURE REVIEW DUE BY 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 4.


Reading Reaction Form

Name:___________________________



Key Word(s)_________________

Reference Information (author, date of publication, title of work, publisher):  
Chapter Number and Title:  
Summary/Key Points of the Chapter:

As a result of reading the chapter/article, what needs clarification?

With what do you most agree or disagree?

Cite and explain at least one implication of this chapter for your own teaching and/or professional growth.
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