
                EDP 600:  LIFE SPAN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND BEHAVIOR 
FALL 2000 

       
      Dr. Fred Danner 
      Office:  243 Dickey Hall 
      Phone:  257-7878   
      Email:  Fdanner@pop.uky.edu 
      Office Hours:  By Appointment 
 
      Readings:  1)  Human Development by James Vander Zanden (7th Ed.) 
                 2)  Set of Articles (Available at Johnny Print) 
 

Course Outline 
 
      Date             Topics                             Readings 
 
       Aug. 24    Organizational Meeting 
 
       Aug. 29    Computer Lit Searching Demonstration 
  Dickey Hall Computer Lab (Room 63 in Basement) 
 
       Aug. 31    The Study of Human Development        Ch.1,2, Wiggins 
 

Infancy and Early Experience 
 
       Sept.  5    Nature-Nurture                          Ch.3,4,5,6 
                  Effects of Early Experience            Gallagher; Begley 
                                                          Sameroff; Bruer; 
                                                          Zigler et al 
 
     *Sept.  7    Effects of Early Experience            Kagan; Begley 
 
       Sept. 12    Basic Learning Processes 
 

Language and Cognitive Development 
 
       Sept. 14   Language Development                   Ch.5, Cowley 
         Hart/Risley 
 
     *Sept. 19    Piaget's Theory                         Danner; Flavell 
                                                          Ch.5, pp. 139-145 
                                                          Ch.7, pp. 204-215 
                                                          Ch.9, pp. 267-273 
                                                          Ch.11, pp. 348-354 
 
       Sept. 21    Piaget's Theory 
 
     *Sept. 26    Educational Implications               Kamii; Duckworth 
 
     *Sept. 28    Educational Implications 
 



       Oct.    3    Atypical Development                   Feldman; Iano 
 

Social Development 
 
       Oct.    5    Erikson's Theory                        Ch.2, pp. 42-46 
                                                          Ch.8, pp. 251-258 
 
       Oct.   10    Erikson's Theory                         
 
     *Oct.   12    Sex-Role Development                   Block; Matteson  
                                                          Thompson; Worell 
                                                          Basow; Gerson 
 
       Oct.   17    Child-Rearing                           Bettelheim; Honig(2) 
                                                          Ch.8, pp. 223-246 
 
       Oct.   19    Moral Development                      Ch.9, pp. 287-293 
                                                          Ch.11, pp. 354-356 
                                                          Kohlberg 
 
       Oct.   24    Moral Development                      Liebert; Nucci 
 
     *Oct.   26    Moral Education                         Wynne; Likona; Lockwood 
 

Adolescence 
 
       Oct.   31    Adolescence                             Ch.11,12 Dryfoos 
                                                          Petersen; Resnick 
 
     *Nov.    2    Cognitive Changes                      Kagan; Kegan;Mitchell 
                                                          Danner; Elkind 
 
       Nov.    7 ELECTION DAY:  NO CLASSES 
 
       Nov.    9    Education of Adolescents               Gibbons 
 

Adulthood 
 
       Nov.   14  Adulthood                               Ch. 13,14,15,16 
 
       Nov.   16  Adulthood                               Neugarten; Danner                                                     
         Kitchener/Brenner 
     *Nov.   21   Aging                                   Ch. 17,18,19 
 
       Nov.   28   Aging                                   Skinner; Meer; Aging 
                                                          Kotulak; Meacham 
 
       Nov.  30   Presentations 
       Dec.     5   Presentations 
       Dec.     7   Presentations 
 



 
                              

 
Assignments and Grading 

 
 
      You will be graded on 7 brief papers and 1 larger paper, project, or 
      exam.  Points will be assigned as follows: 
 
      Brief Papers (5 points each X 7)       =    35 
 
      Paper, Project, or Exam (15 points)    =    15 
                                                        __  
                                                         50  Points 
 
 
Brief Papers 
 
Seven written assignments will be due over the course of the semester.  Each of these 
assignments will be based upon the readings for the week and will consist of one question on a 
topic which we will discuss in class.  You are to write out answers to the questions 
(approximately 3-4 pages per question) and bring them to class.  These assignments will be 
accepted up to one week late, but it will be much more useful for class discussion if everyone 
completes them on time.  There will be a one-point penalty for assignments handed in late.  The 
general topics from which the questions will be drawn and the due dates are as follows: 
 
           1.   Effects of Early Experience                       Sept.  7 
           2.   Intrinsic Motivation                              Sept. 19 
           3.   Educational Implications of Piaget            Sept. 26 
           4.   Sex Role Development                              Oct.  12 
           5.   Moral Development and Education           Oct.  26 
           6.   Cognitive Changes in Adolescence            Nov.   2 
           7.   Successful Aging                                        Nov. 21 
 
 
Paper, Project or Exam 
 
      You can choose any one of three options: 
 

1. Write a research paper of approximately 15 pages on any topic of human development 
which is of particular interest to you and which you clear in advance with me. 

 
      2.   Plan and execute a project or experiment in human development. 
 
      3.   Take a 5-question essay exam on Dec. 12 at 1:00 PM. 
 

NOTE:  If you choose either option 1 or 2, please prepare a brief outline of your paper or 
 project and list of sources you will use.  The semester passes very quickly and I may be 
 able to  help you focus your efforts. 
 
 



 
 
                                    

Grade Sheet 
   
            Brief Papers                           Total Points       Your Score 
 
      1.   Effects of Early Experience                 5              ______ 
        
      2.   Intrinsic Motivation                        5              ______ 
 
      3.   Educational Implications of Piaget         5             ______ 
    
      4.   Sex Role Development                        5             ______ 
 
      5.   Moral Development                          5              ______ 
 
      6.   Adolescence                                 5              ______ 
 
      7.   Successful Aging                            5              ______ 
 
           Paper, Project, or Exam                    15              ______ 
                                                       __ 
 
                                               Total   50 
 
 
                Points Earned           Grade 
 
                     44-50                   A 
                     38-43                   B 
                     32-37                   C 
                     26-31                  D 
                      < 26                   E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brief Papers 
 
      1. Effects of Early Experience -- Sept.  7 
 
      Argue either for or against the idea that early experiences determine later development.  
 
      2. Intrinsic Motivation -- Sept. 19 
 

It is much easier to describe cognitive changes with age than it is to explain how and why 
they occur.  Flavell claims that much of cognitive development is intrinsically motivated. 

 
           a.   What does he mean by intrinsic motivation: 
           b.   Does his argument make sense to you?  Why or why not? 
 
      3. Educational Implications of Piaget's Theory -- Sept. 26 
 

The educational implications of Piaget's theory are directed almost exclusively to teachers of 
young children.  Consider the educational principles discussed by Kamii and by Duckworth.  
Do you think that these same principles are applicable to adolescents and adults.  Why or 
why not? 

          
      4. Sex-Role Development -- Oct. 12 
 

The readings for this week indicate that socialization practices have a strong influence on 
sex-role development and adult personality.  Assume we have moved toward a less clear 
differentiation between male and female roles. 

 
           a. What impact did Block and Matteson think this change would have on adults? 
           b. What do you think the effects have been? 
 
      5. Moral Education -- Oct. 26 
 

Wynne says that schools should indoctrinate students i.e., should teach them correct moral 
values.  Describe his argument and argue either for or against it. 

 
      6. Adolescence -- Nov.  2 
 

How well does Gibbons' Walkabout proposal meet the criticisms of educational practices 
raised by Kagan? 

                                        OR 
Dryfoos and Petersen seem to disagree in their estimates of the proportion of adolescents 
who are likely to have serious trouble.  Why do they come up with different estimates and 
whose data do you believe? 

 
      7. Aging -- Nov. 21 
 

As the readings suggest, there are many different adaptations to aging.  How would you 
define successful aging for yourself, that is, what are the components of a good adaptation to 
advanced age and what steps, if any, can you take now to help improve your life when you 
are old? 
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