EDP 656 -- Methodology of Educational Research
Syllabus -- Spring 2000

Ingtructor: Doris Stilwell Phone: (O) 257-9367

Office: 13 DH (basement) (H) 278-7086

Office hours. Wednesday 1- 3 e-mail: dnstil @pop.uky.edu
Thursday 2:15-4:15

After class and by appointment

|. Nature of the course:
The principle am of EDP 656 is to enhance each student's understanding and effective use of research
methods and techniques as employed in education and the socia sciences generdly.

II. Competency goals of the course:

A. An understanding of the concepts, terms and symbols used to describe research methodology;

B. The ability to read, understand and critique research articles/reports,

C. Theability to plan and write a research proposd; and

D. Develop an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of various research desgns and
methods.

[11. Courseactivities:

A. Take midterm and fina examinations,

B. Write a2-3 page paper on ethicsin research;

C. Write critiques of two journa articles (no more than 3 - 4 pages);

D. Write aresearch proposa (no more than 10 pages) and present to the class (no more than 10
minutes), proposal is due the day of the presentation;

E. Participatein class discussons.

Note: All papersshould be typed, double spaced and written in accor dance with APA
guidelines, pointswill be deducted if APA format is not followed.

V. Grading:

A. Test | - 15%

2. Test 11 - 20%

C. Et hi cs Paper - 10%

4. Critique 1 - 10%

E. Critique 2 - 15%

6. Pr oposal - 25%

G Oral Presentation of Proposal - 5%

Note: Attendance is inportant - one-half point will be

deducted fromthe final grade for each



absence.

V. Texts:

Mason, E.J. & Branble, W (1997). Research in education and

t he behavi oral sciences: Concept and nethods. Madi son, W:
Brown and Benchmar k.

Ameri can Psychol ogi cal Association (1994). Publication Manual
(4th ed.). Washington, DC. Author.

VI. Course Pl anning Cuide:
1/13 Overvi ew of the course
1/18 - 20 Et hics in Research
1/ 25 - 27 Conputer Searches or Chapter 1
Chapter 2: Mddes of Research and the Scientific
Met hod

Chapter 3: Making Probl ens Researchabl e
2/ 3 Et hi cs Paper Due

Chapter 4: Understandi ng and Desi gning Experi nent al
St udi es

Chapter 5: Quasi-Experinentation - \Wen there can be
no Random Assi gnnment
2/ 24 First Journal Article Critique Due

Chapter 6: Sonme Fundanmental Quantitative Tools
Chapter 7: Making Inferences from Data

3/2 M d- Ter m Exam

Chapter 12: Putting it all Together
Chapter 13: Witing about Research

3/ 14 - 16 SPRI NG BREAK

Chapter 8: Observing and Measuring

Chapter 9: Methods of Measuring and Observing
Behavi or
3/ 30 Second Journal Article Critique Due

Chapter 10: Qualitative Research
Chapter 11: Eval uation
Cat ch-up and Revi ew

Proposal s Due on the Day of Presentation
4/ 11 - 20 Proposal Presentations

4/ 25 - 27 AERA (no cl ass)



5/4 Fi nal Exam Tinme: Thursday @10:30 a.m



