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August 15, 2005

Sharon Stewart, EdD
University of Kentucky
Div. of Communication Disorders
UK Charles T. Wethington, Jr. Building
900 S. Limestone, 124G
Lexington, KY 40536-0200
RE:  CAA File # 178
Dear Dr. Stewart:

I am writing to inform you that during its meeting on July 28, 2005 the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) completed its accreditation review of the master's degree program in speech-language pathology at University of Kentucky.  This was based on a thorough review of all accreditation materials for all programs including the application, the site visit report, and the program’s correspondence throughout the review period.  As a result, the CAA rendered the following accreditation approvals for the master's degree program in speech-language pathology as per my letter to M. Scott Smith, Interim Provost and you.

· The CAA voted to re-accredit the master's degree program in speech-language pathology for a period of eight years beginning June 1, 2005 through May 31, 2013.

Your first annual report will be due no later than June 1, 2006.  Subsequent reports will be due on the anniversary of your accreditation period. Approximately three months prior to the due date of your reports, you will be sent a reminder and a blank copy of the report format for your use.  

At the time of the first annual report please address the following comments and concerns regarding areas of program improvement.

Std. 1.3
The program’s faculty/instructional staff have authority and responsibility for making decisions regarding and for conducting the academic and clinical program, including curriculum, within the institution; and the program’s faculty/instructional staff have reasonable access to higher levels of administration.

In the first annual report, please provide an update on the implementation of the assessment process that evaluates the effectiveness of the Division Director.

Std. 1.6
The program conducts ongoing and systematic assessment of academic and clinical education and performance of its students and graduates.  Students have ongoing opportunity to assess their academic and clinical education program.  Results of the assessments are used to plan and implement program improvements that promote high-quality educational experiences for students.

In the first annual report, please provide the instruments used to survey alumni and employers and describe the processes for administering the survey (including timelines), and how information from the survey is used to improve the program.

Std. 2.2
The number of full-time doctoral-level faculty in speech-language pathology, Audiology, and speech, language, and hearing sciences and other full- and part-time faculty/instructional staff is sufficient to meet the teaching, research, and service needs of the program and expectations of the institution.

Congratulations on your successful searches for three new faculty members (Drs. Stemple, Kleinert, and Youse)!  Please provide the vita for the fourth faculty member hired (speech physiology and neuroscience) with the first annual report.

Std. 3.2
Academic and clinical education reflects current knowledge, skills, technology, scope of practice, and the diversity of society.  The curriculum is regularly reviewed an updated.

In the first annual report, please provide an update on the assessment of the impact of curricular changes on the learning outcomes and student performance.

Std. 5.1
The institution provides adequate financial support to the program so that the program can achieve it stated mission, goals, and objectives.

In the first annual report, please provide an update on any progress in increasing financial support to broaden the diversity of the graduate student body.

Congratulations to you and the faculty and staff in your program on achieving this national distinction.  We look forward to working with you in the future.

Sincerely,
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Amy B. Wohlert, PhD, Chair
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