Courses and Curricula Committee Meeting

December 16, 2003

151F TEB (ITC Conference Room)

1:30-2:00


Meeting called to order at 1:30 p.m. in 151F TEB.  Members present were Tricia Ferrigno (EDA), Kim Miller (KHP), Lise DeShea (EDP), Virginia Nordin (EPE) and Associate Deans Rosetta Sandidge and Robert Shapiro (ex-officio).  Also present from Rehabilitation Counseling was Ralph Crystal.  Administrative Associate Jason Horger took notes.

New Business:

· Request for approval of a Web-based distance education program:  Rehabilitation Counseling
Motion to discuss.  The committee was to decide whether the distance learning versions of the courses in the program were equivalent to those on-campus.  Ralph Crystal presented the proposal, explaining that these courses had been taught concurrently on-line and on campus for seven years.  The decision was made to revamp the distance-ed courses for the following factors:  a shortage of Rehabilitation Counseling faculty, keeping in line with other web-based programs in the state, an opportunity to incorporate instructors at Georgia into the courses, cutting the target graduation time from three years down to sixteen months (two web-based eight-month modules).  Other advantages would include a waiver of out-of-state tuition and post-bachelor’s status for non-Kentucky students, an opportunity to apply to the state for funding, overall convenience for students, and the ability for course instructors to update course materials more easily.   
Lise asked whether a new position would be created in the RC department as a result.  Dr. Crystal answered that a current doctoral-level student in RC would be chosen, with an option for tenure-track.  Lise then asked about the distribution of resources required for the courses.  Dr. Crystal explained that as the class “unfolds” in the course of the semester, some resources would be required for maintenance (upkeep, trouble-shooting, and quality control).
Virginia wondered about the potential enrollment in the program; Dr. Crystal guessed 30-50 new students.  The eventual goal is to keep on campus and online students in separate camps, with separate tracking.

Lise raised a concern that the on-campus program might lose students to this program.  Dr. Crystal clarified that the distance learning students are those who are already employed, and (addressing a question of Tricia’s) that locally-employed students already have a choice between the two programs.

Lise moved to accept the proposal; Virginia seconded.

The committee decided unanimously that the distance learning versions of the course were equivalent to the on campus courses.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:50 pm.

