Course Syllabus

Origins of Old World Civilizations 

Anthropology 241-001 Fall 2005

MWF - 12:00 - 12:50

Classroom Bldg. 102

Office Hours: Tuesday 10 to 12 & by appointment

Text: Fagan, Brian M. 2004 People of the Earth.  Prentice Hall. Eleventh edition.

Reader: Fagan Brian M. (ed.) 1979 Civilization: Readings from Scientific American. San Francisco: W. H. Freeman & Co. (on reserve)

Week 1 (August 24, 26): Introducing Old World Prehistory.


A. Introduction to the class, research tools


B. Prehistory, archaeology, and world prehistory 



1. Concepts of time & dating the past

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 1, pp. 2-28.

Week 2 (August 29, 31, and September 2): Culture process & culture change.


A. Modes of adaptation


B. Cultural evolution vs. cultural development


C. Linear vs. multilinear evolution

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth.  (same as above)

Monday Sept 5th is Labor Day (no class).

Week 3 (Sept. 7, and 9): Human Origins.


A. The Great Ice Age (1.8 million to 15 thousand years ago)


B. Paleoanthropology and the fossil record

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth.  Chapters 2 & 3, pp. 29-69, 70-81

Week 4 (Sept. 12, 14, and 16): African exodus.

A. Homo erectus



1. Technological advances and changes in adaptation



2. Spread into SE Asia and the Far East


B. Late Ice Age Europe & Neanderthal adaptation to cold climate



1. Tool technology


C. Quiz

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth.  Chapter 3, pp. 82-110; & 4, pp. 70-132 

Week 5 (Sept. 19, 21 and 23): The Birth of the Modern World.

A. The great diaspora (40,000-8000 BC)

B. Upper Paleolithic adaptations

C. Upper Paleolithic art & its implications for language

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth, Chapter 4 (cont.), pp. 133-141 (Skip Chapter 5 pp. 142 – 171)

Week 6 (Sept. 26, 28, and 30): Mesolithic Hunting and Gathering Adaptations.

A. Film: The Natufians

B. Hunters and Gatherers Past & Present

C. Mesolithic hunters and gatherers


1. Star Carr, England

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 6 pp. 172-191; & 7 pp. 190-212

Week 7 (Oct. 3, 5, and 7): Cultural Intensification and Complexity.


A. Mid term

B. Recognizing complexity in the archaeological record


C. Conditions and attributes of complex sociocultural development

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 8 pp. 214-233

Articles from Reader
Brown, Lester R. (1972) Human Food production as a process in the biosphere. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 119-128. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Stiner, Mary C. (2001) Thirty years on the “broad spectrum revolution” and Paleolithic demography.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, 98 pp. 6993–6996

Week 8 (Oct. 10, 12, and 14): The Beginning of Food Production in the Old World.


A. Theories about the origins


B. The consequences of agriculture


C. Diversity in agricultural adaptations

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 9 pp. 234-248 

Articles from Reader
Bar-Yosef, O. & A. Belfer-Cohen (1991) From Foraging to Farming in the Mediterranean Levant.”  In Transitions to Agriculture in Prehistory., edited by A.B. Gebauer & T.D. Price pp. 21 48.  Monographs in World Archaeology No. 4 Prehistory Press.  Madison, Wisconsin. 

Week 9 (Oct. 17, 19, and 21): Early Agriculture and Herding in Europe


A. Plant and animal domestication in the Old World


B. Plant and animal adaptation in the Far East

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 10 pp. 250-267 

Article in reader

Dennell, Robin W. (1992) The origins of plant cultivation in Europe. In The Origins of Agriculture: An international perspective., edited by C.W. Cowan & P.J. Watson, pp. 71-100. Washington D.C. & London: Smithsonian Institution Press.

Diamond, Jared M. & Peter Bellwood (2003) Farmers and their languages: The first expansions.  Science 300 pp. 597-601.

Week 10 (Oct. 24, 26, and 28): Consequences of Domestication in Africa and Asia


A. The physiological and environmental consequences of domestication


B. Spread of agricultural subsistence and farming technology

Fagan Brian M. 


2004
 People of the Earth.  Chapter 11 & 12 pp. 268-298 (Skip Chapter 13 pp. 300-331)

Articles in Reader

Davis, Kingsley (1974) The migration of human populations. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 137-149. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Harlan, Jack R. (1992) Indigenous African Agriculture. In The Origins of Agriculture: An international perspective., edited by C.W. Cowan & P.J. Watson, pp. 59-70. Washington D.C. & London: Smithsonian Institution Press.

Crawford, Gary et al., (2005) Late Neolithic plant remains from Northern China: Preliminary results from Liangchengzhen, Shandong. Current Anthropology 46(2) pp. 309-317.

Week 11 (Oct. 31, Nov. 2, and 4): The Development of Civilization


A. Theories of the emergence of civilization and city-states


B. Emergence and collapse: They cycles of complex sociocultural development
Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 14, pp. 334-353 (Skip pp. 346-349)

Articles in Reader

Fagan, Brian M. (1979) Introduction. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 6-9. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Adams, Robert M. (1960) The Origins of Cities. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 11-18. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Week 12 (Nov. 7, 9, and 11): The Emergence of Institutions and Urbanization


A. Art and technology in the rise of civilization


B. The basis of political authority among early city-states


C. Quiz

Fagan Brian M. 


2004
People of the Earth. Chapter 15, pp. 354-373

Week 13 (Nov. 14, 16, and 18): Ancient Egyptian & Mesopotamian Civilization


A. Predynastic & Dynastic Egypt


B. Origins and economic basis of Mesopotamian Civilization


C. Sumeria & Babylonia

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 16, pp. 354-373

Articles in Reader

Kramer, Samuel Noah (1957)The Sumerians. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 19-30. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Wright, Henry T. & Gregory A. Johnson (1975) Population, exchange, and early state formation in southwestern Iran. American Anthropologist, 77 pp. 267-289. Washington D.C.

Lamberg-Karlovsky, C.C. & Martha Lamberg-Karlovsky (1971) An Early City in Iran. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 31-40. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Week 14 (Nov. 22 and 24): Early Civilization in SE Asia


A. Origins of civilization in SW Asia


B. Film: 

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 17 pp. 408-429

Friday Nov. 25th is part of the Thanksgiving Day Holiday (no class).

Week 15 (Nov. 29, Dec. 1 and 3) Early Chinese Civilization


A. The origins of Chinese civilization


B. Scapula & oracles: ancient religion and divination in the Far East


C. The technological and economic basis of political authority in ancient China

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 18 pp. 430-440

Articles in reader

Shen, Chen (1994) Early urbanization in the eastern Zhou in China (770-221B.C.) an archaeological view. Antiquity pp. 724-744

Week 16 (Dec. 5, 7, and 9) The Ancient Mediterranean Civilizations

A. The Ancient Mediterranean Minoa, & Greece

B. The Roman Empire and its legacy

C. The European Bronze Age

Fagan Brian M. (2004) People of the Earth. Chapter 19 & 20 pp. 408-429

Articles in reader

Maddin, Robert, James D. Muhly & Tamara S. Wheeler (1977) How the Iron Age began. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 57-64. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Humphrey John H. & John Griffiths Pedley (1978) Roman Carthage. In Civilization: Readings from Scientific American, pp. 75-82. San Francisco; W. H. Freeman & Co.

Beard Mary (1991) The Roman and the foreign: Cult of the “Great Mother” in Imperial Rome. In Shamanism, History, and the State., edited by N. Thomas & C. Humphrey pp. 164-190.

Final Exam: Friday,December 16th 1 PM in Classroom Bldg. 102

PAGE  



