                                       CD-679 – Independent Study
                          Communication Options for Hearing Impaired Children

Course Instructor:  Anne Olson, M.A.,CCC/A 

University of Kentucky - College of Health Sciences

900 South Limestone, Room 124J

Lexington, KY  40536-0002

Contact Numbers:  278-2224 (Home)

                               323-1100 extension   80572 (Office)

Contact e-mail:  aolso2@uky.edu
Office Hours:  Mondays 1:00-3:00 

Or by appointment
Meeting Dates:  
Monday  6/13          9-12:30pm   Shelby Rutledge – Auditory Verbal
Monday  6/20          9-12:30pm   
Monday  6/27          9-12:30pm  Heidi Givens – Bi- Bi 
Monday  7/11          9-12:30pm   Bobbi Jo McGlothlin – TC /Class Presentations
Course Description:  This 1-credit course is offered for students majoring in Communication Disorders who have had an introductory sign language course.  This course will be conducted in the form of a small group, seminar format, where multiple strategies will be used: lecture, graphic slides, and active learning techniques.   You will study current communication options for hearing impaired children along with the general strengths and weaknesses and educational implications for each option.   In addition you will become familiar with the decision making process involved with choosing a communication mode for parents of hearing impaired children. Guest Speakers who have clinical and educational expertise in different communication modes will be coming to share their experiences.  
The communication options to be covered will be:  Auditory Verbal, Bi-Bi (Bi-lingual Bi-cultural), Total Communication, Cued Speech and Oral.  

Course Objectives:  By the end of this course students will be able to:

1) Understand, remember and describe key concepts about communication options as they relate to different etiologies.  
2) Understand the social, educational and personal implications about mode of communication
3) Describe adjustments that parents of hearing impaired children make after learning about hearing loss

4) Demonstrate understanding about how to keep on learning about issues related to choices in deafness and infant training programs 
ASHA Standards and Learning Outcomes
At the end of the semester, by reading the text, attending class, participating in activities and discussions, completing reflective paper, maintaining reference notebook, completing in class papers, quizzes and exams, students will demonstrate progress toward the following learning outcomes.  

1. Describe etiologies, characteristics and their correlates of various communication modalities for prospective users. 
2. Independently access and critically evaluate appropriate research literature.  
3. Use theory and supporting data to determine appropriate evidence-based intervention strategies.  
Text:  Schwartz, Sue (1996) Choices in deafness:  a parents’ guide to communication options.  Bethesda, MD : Woodbine House
(It is not necessary to purchase this text until after the 1st class meeting.  Text is available at Joseph Beth Bookstores)

Integration of Syllabus with UK Educator Preparation Unit Themes:
 
This course will address the four themes of the conceptual framework for the UK professional education unit:  research, reflection, learning, and leading.  Students will be given the opportunity to review, analyze, discuss, and apply research from diverse perspectives in education, including professional scholarship and practitioner inquiry, in order to reflect on their own practices as they study, observe, and practice in P-12 school and university classrooms.  Reflection will also be integrated into students’ learning opportunities through the production of written essays and analyses of observation and teaching experiences to help students take advantage of the analytical and problem-solving skills that comprise critical professional reflection on one’s own teaching. This course emphasizes the commitment of the professional education unit to assure that its graduates move into their professional lives equipped for life-long learning as educators who will be active in leading colleagues in their schools, districts, and professional organizations.  The ultimate goal in addressing these four themes is to produce teacher leaders who work together to improve student learning among diverse populations and improve education in Kentucky and beyond.

Integration of Syllabus with KERA Initiatives:

This course will provide students an opportunity to advance their knowledge and mastery of the “tools” associated with Kentucky education reform, including the Kentucky Learning Goals and Academic Expectations (LGAE), the Kentucky Program of Studies (POS), and the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS), which includes the Core Content for Assessment.  As students carry out projects and complete assignments that involve instructional activities for P-12 students in Kentucky schools, they will address one or more components of the KERA initiatives.  

Integration of the Syllabus with the Themes of Diversity, Assessment, and Technology:
 
All UK professional education programs address and affirm the value of diversity in education, the use of technology to support all aspects of instructional programming, and the importance of attaining high levels of skill in assessing the outcomes of instruction.  This course will provide students an opportunity to demonstrate attention to these themes and reflect on the mechanisms that this course has provided to demonstrate improved skills in these areas.

Course Requirements: 
· Completion of Communication Options Notebook that will include material from the assigned text, additional handouts, and research efforts.  See assignment description below   
· Completion of  1 research paper   that will be approximately 8 page paper summarizing the communication options discussed in class.  See assignment description below.  
· Completion of Case Study Presentation:  Each student will be given a case study and will be asked to present their case to the class along with recommendations for initial mode of communication, justification for that recommendation, in addition to critical information about educational issues that must be addressed.  
· Class attendance and participation is required and will be considered in final grading if grade is borderline.  Since this will be a small class and discussion is a critical feature of the learning that will take place in this course, only excused absences will be accepted.  Unexcused absences will result in points being subtracted from class participation grade.  
Source






          Points

Communication Options Notebook                                           40                  
   
   
Case Study Presentation  

 
 

   40
Communication Options Paper    
 


 100
Class participation (to be given in class) 


   20

Total Points for CD 789:   


             
 200        

1. Communication Options Notebook (40 points) Due Date:   7/11/05
 Each student will maintain a reference notebook that you will be able to refer to in the future regarding communication options.  You should include pertinent information on each communication mode such as:  
1) Summary of each communication option

2) Profile of candidates who are suitable for each option

3) Relevant research articles 
4) Relevant web-based research

2. Case Study Communication Option Presentation (40 points) Due Date:  7/11/05
As a group, you will be given studies that you will need to analyze throughout the semester and determine the most appropriate intervention in terms of communication options.  Each of you will present one of those case studies individually and include: 
1. Review of case that you have been assigned 

2. Recommendation and justification (includes the decision making process)  for communication option 

3. Major premises and background of this communication option

4. Specific considerations for this child:  educational, social, personal geographical, access etc.   
5. Anticipated impact of choice of communication on speech, language and hearing 
6. Summary/Discussion about recommendation
3. Communication Option Research Paper (100 points) Due Date:  7/18/05
Each student will submit a paper approximately 8 pages (double spaced) that reflects each of the communication options reviewed that will include the following: 

1) A brief summary of each of the communication options including profiles of suitable candidates, strengths and weaknesses etc.   
2) Commentary on the decision making process and how this impacts families  
3) Include information about the best resources you found about educating others about different communication options.   
Rubric for Research Paper 

The rubric below will be used to grade the reaction paper. 7 content areas will be assessed. Scoring will range from 1-20 that reflects how well each of the content areas are addressed in the body of the paper. 

1-5      The information is minimal with some understanding.
6-10    The information is referenced adequately, but no further insight added. 

11-15  The information is focused and displays understanding and insight. 

16-20  The information is insightful, creative and synthesizing. 

	
	Rating

	
	1-4
	5-10
	11-15
	16-20

	Organization, Flow of paper, 

Punctuation, grammar, spelling
	
	
	
	

	Summary of Comm. Option
	
	
	
	

	Characteristics of Candidates


	
	
	
	

	Adequate and varied references
	
	
	
	

	Personal Reflection
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total

	
	
	
	


Excused Absences:  Acceptable reasons for excused absences are listed in Student Rights and Responsibilities, Section 5.2.4.2. Briefly, these include illness, death of someone in the student’s immediate family, University sponsored trips, major religious holidays, and other circumstances the instructor finds reasonable.  

Cheating and Plagiarism:  Descriptions of what constitutes cheating and plagiarism are found in Students Rights and Responsibilities, Sections 6.3.1 and 6.3.2.  Be aware that the minimum punishment for either of these offenses is an “E” in the course.

		


Scale: 


A:  180-200


B:  160-179


C:  140-159


D:  120-139


E:  <120








