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Geography 452G; 3 credits




              S. D. Brunn

Summer of 2006





            1457 Patterson Tower

M-TH 910-1140 or 830-1215 M-TH



         257-6947 (office)

Fridays spent on field projects



      Email: Brunn@uky.edu
305 Classroom Building
  
Class begins: 8 June; ends 6 July 



    
WORLD GEOGRAPHY FOR TEACHERS

Background to the course

Every summer for the past two plus decades the geography department has offered courses for teachers. We consider these courses in world regional, physical, and American geography an important part of our department’s and discipline’s commitment to prepare current and future teachers in public and private schools with concepts and methods they can/might use in their classes.  Nationwide there are many changes afoot to strengthen geography at all grade levels and geographers at UK and elsewhere in the state want to support these initiatives.  Our objective is to strengthen geography instruction at elementary, middle, and high school levels.  These efforts are bearing fruit, as those first year students who have had geography in high school are better equipped to succeed in our introductory and intermediate level classes.  Also a few students are entering UK and declaring geography as a major.
This summer, as in previous ones, the department is offering only one class:  GEO 452G World Geography for Teachers.  In the past we have also offered GEO 430G Physical Geography for Teachers, which examines earth science and environmental themes.  
Major Text
Phil Gersmehl. 2005.  Teaching Geography.  New York:  Guilford Press.
NOTE: This very recently (May 2005) published book is the first on the subject for more than a couple decades.  The author is very highly regarded with US geography education circles as a leader in working with teachers and preparing materials to advanced geography at all levels. Professor Gersmehl has received numerous awards for his lifetime contributions.  I plan to have us discuss this book in detail, as it addresses the questions and issues teachers face in preparing for their own classes at different levels.  Also it contains on the CD-ROM examples of activities and exercises for students at K-12 levels.  Black/white copies of these activities are in the book; the CD-ROM has them as well, from which you can prepare transparencies.  Many of these activities are part of ARGUS (A Regional Geography of the US) and ARGWORLD (A Regional Geography of the World) projects that many US geographers have been developing for the past decade.

I ask you to bring Gersmehl’s book to class daily, and, of course, read the appropriate materials before coming.

Other Textual Materials

1) A current (2004) very large world political map; can be purchased from a local bookstore.

2) National Geographic Society.  Geography for Life: National Geography Standards 1994. Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 1994 (available from the National Council for Geographic Education).  (NOTE: I will order copies for everyone; cost about $7 each.)

3) Goode’s World Atlas.  Chicago: Rand McNally, latest edition preferable.  (One should always have a copy for use in the classroom and personal use.)

Other Resource Materials We Will Use

Susan W. Hardwick and Donald G. Holtgrieve. Geography for Educators: Standards, Themes, and Concepts (Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1996).   (Individual chapters will be assigned class members to read and report to the group.)

Donald G. Janelle, Barney Warf, and Kathy Hansen, eds., 2004.  Worldminds: Geographical Perspectives on 100 Problems.  Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Assocation of American Geographers.  Dordrecht, Boston, London: Kluwer.  (These short essays in this book will be used for your preparing lesson plans.)
Optional, but highly recommended: a world regional geography text
Lydia Pulsipher. World Regional Geography.  San Francisco: W. H. Freeman. 2006 (third edition).  Paperback; (First edition (2000) or second (2003) is okay to purchase.  This text emphasizes women’s issues, human welfare, and environmental geography.  All teachers need a college world regional text as a source.)

Other materials, including some short articles, about geography and geographic education will be shared with the class.  They will come from the Association of American Geographers (AAG), National Council for Geographic Education (NCGE), the National Geographic Society (NGS), and the Kentucky Geographic Alliance (KGS).  You are also free to contribute items and share items, from newspapers, magazines, or your own classes.

Subscribe to Geography Listserv

All are required to subscribe to GEOGED, the Geography Education Listserv, which is managed by the Department of Geography, University of Kentucky.  Send a subscribe message to GEOGED@lsv.uky.edu  and write Subscribe in the message box.  This international listserv has about 300 subscribers who teach geography at all levels, K-12 and in colleges and universities.  Feel free to send inquiries about questions, assignments, projects, and resource materials.  I hope you will continue your subscription once the term ends; also share the value of this listserv with colleagues.

Audience

This class is designed for public and private school teachers in geography and those teaching or wishing to include more geographic content, especially concepts, in their social studies classes. Also for those wishing at some time to teach geography in community colleges (increased opportunities for geographers), this course should be valuable.

Major themes

As noted above, a major part of this course will be spend discussing the teaching of geography, major concepts, geography standards, geography skills and activities that are the focus of Gersmehl’s book. 
We will discuss a number of major geography concepts including: location, scale, place, region, landscape, environment, human/environment interfaces, boundaries, as well as the elements of maps and the language of maps.  Materials will be provided on concepts and themes that can/might be used in studying various world regions.  The course emphasizes current world regions, not historical, their major distinguishing features and problems.  Note: many of these problems are highlighted in one or more entries in WorldMinds.  

We also will be discussing a number of geographic concepts (not all to be sure !!) that can be used in studying geography at all scales (from local to global) and in major fields of geography: cultural, historical, economic, social-political, and environmental.   We will introduce concepts that will be useful in learning about the geographies of specific regions.   You will also observe that many of these concepts have applicability in studying other regions, for example, those referring to economic sectors, population change, and environmental modification.  While we will not spend much time on major world regions, I do want us to become familiar with some key features of each, and, of course, useful concepts.  Many of these themes are also addressed in Gersmehl’s book.
Also we will examine major themes (interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary) used in preparing KERA materials.  These include: identity, race/ethnicity, multiculturalism, gender, environment, managing conflict, and the role of the state (political state) in society. 

Major objectives

The course has several major objectives:

1) to examine the present and future status of geography in the nation’s and state’s schools, as well as issues related to national standards and national testing;

2) to discuss a number of methods and teaching strategies that can be used to teach geographic concepts a varying grade levels; this is the reason Gersmehl’s book is being used;
3) to introduce the importance of maps and mapping in teaching social studies, earth sciences, and environmental problems at local and global scales;

4) to become familiar with the approaches and content of world regional geography as well as the geography of the U.S. and the geography of Kentucky;

5) to introduce you to major concepts in major subject matter areas of geography, that is, cultural, economic, historical, social-political, and environmental, and to the importance of teaching major interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary concepts as part of the K-12 social studies and humanities curricula that are associated with KERA, 

6) to familiarize you with the uses of email, listservs (especially GEOGED, the major listserv for geographic education), and the World Wide Web for classroom use and professional development,  resources (maps, software, etc.),

7) to familiarize you with recent literature on geographic education, including major research thrusts,

8)to undertake local field geography assignments in order to familiarize you with the geographies that can/might be studied in your own backyards and hometowns,
9) to develop and share lesson plans on major local/global issues that can be introduced at various grade levels, and 

10)to sharpen your spatial learning skills and enhance your curiosity for studying things geographical and the importance of the geography of discoveries in daily life, especially, science, poetry, literature, art, and the visual.
All class members will become very familiar within the next four weeks with the world political map (place names and major environmental, physical and human features).  At the start of many class periods we will discuss map questions that I will have posed the previous day.  You will undoubtedly have to use an atlas, perhaps more than one, to answer some of the questions.  (You might want to write the question on 4 x 6 cards and bring in your card with the answer daily; or maintain a computer file with the questions and answers; or keep a notebook with the information. Understanding the world political and environmental maps is fundamental to making associations about environments, economies, cultures, and geopolitics.  I would hope you could and would use some of these map questions, or similar ones, in your own classes.  The first question will be given in class on Monday 11 June. 
Teaching strategies

The format of the class is less formal lecture, but more presentations on and discussions of a number of topics.  I see one of my roles as providing you materials for classroom use and facilitating your teaching geography concepts at K-12 levels.  I will apprise you of materials and resources, tease out major ideas from readings, introduce you to salient concepts in the subfields of geography noted above, and stimulate you to think about geography in personal life as well at local, regional, national, and global scales. These discussions, which will be in a seminar fashion with class members sometimes being asked to lead discussions on certain topics.  All members are expected to participate in class discussions.  We may also watch a few short films and discuss their use in certain classes.

I will be providing class members with a variety of materials during the term, e.g., maps, atlases, software, WWW sources, geographic listservs, etc.  As noted above, we will be connected by email and I encourage you to share information with others.  I am requiring all to subscribe to GEOGED and use the listserv for your class assignments this summer; I hope you will continue the subscription during the regular school year.  Be sure to check your email daily for information from me about assignments and resources and comments I might be sharing.  You are encouraged to share information with others about teaching resources on certain subjects, whether those be computer games, WWW sites, free materials, field trips (real or virtual), map exercises, or teaching units prepared by those in other states and countries.  
By the time the course concludes, I hope you will have plenty of ideas, concepts, materials, and sources you can use in preparing your own lesson plans and at your grade level.  I also hope you will feel excited about teaching and promoting geography with your students and fellow teachers, and, their parents, should they ask “what exactly are you teaching in geography these days?”  Or “my daughter/son never knew that geography could be so exciting and so much fun!”
Note:  We also will take some class time occasionally to discuss topics of importance to those teaching in public and private schools.  These will include the Internet and social behavior, promoting climates of acceptability, diversity amidst homogeneity, teaching values and ethics in the classroom, home schooling, conflict resolution, international teaching and student opportunities, and out-of-classroom learning.  If there are topics you would like the class to discuss, let me know.  It would help to have an article or editorial that all can read in preparing for those discussions.  In previous summers I have found these discussions to be of immense value to students and me.
Composition of the Class

From past experience in teaching this class, it will include those with years (many or few) of teaching experience, those who want to brought up-to-date (re-cycled teachers !!), those who are embarking on their teaching careers and lack sufficient training in geography, and those who are still working on graduate (and other) degrees.

I expect that some students will have had little or no previous geography training, but they have a desire to acquire some/more to teach more and better geography in their classrooms.  Geography has made tremendous strides at the K-12 levels in Kentucky during the past decade, as can be attested to by more teachers entering with a geography background or taking it as part of their MIC and MA course work. Geography coursework also helps in landing a job these days.  The Kentucky Geographic Alliance and KCSS have also been promoting geography content and instruction.  Most teachers have backgrounds in history and then varying amounts of sociology, anthropology, psychology, and economics.  The varying backgrounds and expectations of the class members should make this an interesting class for the beginners and those seasoned veterans.  We will try, insofar as possible, to examine topics and methods that cut across the grade levels and interests of the class members.  We all have much to learn from each other.

Schedule

Note: G refers to chapters in Gersmehl; WM refers to WorldMinds
8 June Thursday - Introduction to Geography and the Class


Backgrounds: Class Members and their Geographies


Some information on our geographies



Most and least favorite states, countries, and major global problems


Geography as a Discipline


Preparing for Field Project # 1


For 13 June class: Read G – Introduction, Chapters 1 and 2; also Read from 


WM: foreward, introduction and examine the table of contents

9 June Friday - Field Project – day in the field
12 June Monday - Geography  


“The Field of Geography”

Geography as a Discipline; Geography’s Contribution to the social and 

earth sciences and environmental education; 


Some important geographic concepts: scale, distance, place, landscape,



Environment, region, interaction, networks

Four generations of residents in a global village: classroom activities

Discuss: Gersmehl – Intro, Chapters 1 (Why Study Geography?) and 2 (Types 



of Geography); and Intro to WorldMinds and the Table of Contents 


Discuss: Field Project # 1


Preparing a cognitive map of your hometown


Read for Next Day: Gersmehl Chapter 3
13 June Tuesday - Teaching Geography, the Schools, and Intelligences

“Geography in the Schools”

Multiple Intelligences (Gardner)

Geographic societies and organizations



Journals and listservs


National Geographic Society and efforts (5 themes and more)


Kentucky Geographic Alliance


Geography and National Standards, national testing, AP test, KERA,etc.


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 3
14 June Wednesday - 
“Location” Concept
Getting familiar with the World Political Map 


How Europeans view the U.S. 


GEOGED listserv


Geography in Daily Life 


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 3

Preparing for Project # 2
15 June Thursday 
“Place” concept

Personal cognitive maps; other geographic activities


Geography in Daily Life


Discussion of Fundamental Place Name Geography


How geographers organize the world and look at the world


Cognitive maps of others (students around the world – freehand maps)


Examination of the Pulsipher’s book


Preparing for Field Project # 2

Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 4 (Four Cornerstones) and 5 (Meeting the 



Standards) 
16 June Friday: Field Project # 2
19 June Monday
“Place and Physical Systems” Concepts
Examination of textbooks for environmental materials

Bring a history, geography, or social studies book to class

More Discussion on Gersmehl: Chapters 4 and 5

Discuss: Field Project # 2

20 June Tuesday Writing geography and presenting geographies

Maps and Mapping


Content of texts for major themes


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 6 (Spatial Thinking and Geographical Skills)
21 June Wednesday 
Issues of Multiculturalism


Geographic projects and activities


Discussion in Geography Textbooks


More Discussion: Gersmehl Chapter 6

22 June Thursday


Teaching multiculturalism


Survey of Multiculturalism

Discussion of a chapter from Crossing the Divide


Visual learning activities


Preparing for Field Project # 3
23 June Friday: Field Project # 3
26 June Monday
Teaching Cities and Urban Systems

Visual learning activities


Lesson Plan Assignments (from WorldMinds)

27 June Tuesday


Teaching Gender Geographies


Survey on gender issues


Discussion of the content of recent books on gender themes

Learning activities related to gender


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 8 (Understanding Resistance to Education Change) 


And article by Robert and Sarah Bednarz on Research Directions in 


Geographic Education, from The Professional Geographer (2004).
28 June Wednesday

“Movement and Region”

Discussion from Crossing the Divide


Textbooks: organization on regions


Continued Discussion on Geographic Education Research

29 June Thursday


Environmental Geographies: projects and activities


Human-Environment Interaction


Environmental materials in world regional and other textbooks


Survey of Environmental issues

Preparing for Field Project # 4

Read for Class 5 July: Gersmehl Chapter 9 

30 June Friday: Field Project # 4

3 July Monday

Human Dimensions of Global Change: concept and activities

Discussion of Field Project # 4

Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 9

Visual Learning: local geographies

Lesson Plan Assignments

Read for Class 6 July: Gersmehl Chapter 10
5 July Wednesday


Geographies of Everyday Life

Personal, class, and community atlases and projects


The Atlas of Kentucky project


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 10
6 July Thursday: Final Day

Using food, music, art and the news to teach geography

Geographies from Newspapers and Television News


Brief reports on Lesson Plan Assignments

International food and music day (bring favorite dish (for consumption)

 and favorite international music)


Where we go from here?

5 July Wednesday


Geographies of Everyday Life

Personal, class, and community atlases and projects


The Atlas of Kentucky project


Discuss: Gersmehl Chapter 10
6 July Thursday: Final Day

Using food, music, art and the news to teach geography

Geographies from Newspapers and Television News


Brief reports on Lesson Plan Assignments

International food and music day (bring favorite dish (for consumption)

 and favorite international music)


Where we go from here?

Assignments
You are required to complete the following:

(1) prepare three lesson plans based on entries in WorldMinds; (that is, three lesson plans based on three entries in the above book); the plans should include the use of that concept or theme in your grade level (specific the grade level when you submit your plans); learning activities to enhance learning that concept/theme are also required for each lesson plan; each lesson plan should be well organized, have clear instructions, a list of accompanying materials (websites, field trip activities, map activities, use of newspapers, videos, games, etc.); each should be 3-4 typed pages; examples of lesson plans will be provided as the term progresses.  Since the class is small, I request you make copies for all class members.  You may submit me hard copies not as attachments, which will include maps, graphics, etc. I will provide the email addresses of other class members, so you can send them copies of your lesson plans as WORD attachments.  
(2) Complete four geography field projects (field and library) that are designed to be completed over weekends; these may be done with one other classmate, and preferably different classmates on each project; you will be responsible for your own transportation to complete these assignments.  The department assumes no liability for your transportation or meals in conducting these assignments.  These are to be carried out at your own expense.
(3) Read and critically review two recent (post 1995) articles on geographic education; you may select them from Journal of Geography or Journal of Geography in Higher Education. (I will likely assign you a year from which to select your article in order to ensure that a variety of articles during the past decade are read.) Your review should have a complete citation (author, title of article, name of journal, volume, pages, etc.) and be no more than two single space pages each.  The organization should include: major objectives, pertinent literature reviewed, major findings AND how it can be useful in your career.  Both journals are in the Young Library (and JoG may be in Education Library); you also may access through J-Store.  These reviews are due Monday 3 July.  Please make copies for all class members.
4) Attend each class meeting and contribute actively and positively to class discussion.  

The local field geography projects include visits to different stores, cemeteries, subdivisions, etc., to learn about local geographies.  More details on subsequent handouts.
More on the WorldMinds assignment. The major assignments, as noted above, are the lesson plans.  Your plan must incorporate geographic concepts, terms, skills, and outcomes. Think creatively about how to use the ideas in the WorldMinds essays for teaching certain themes and concepts.  You might obtain some ideas from examining pertinent materials prepared for Kentucky schools by the Kentucky Geographic Alliance last decade and also recent articles from the Journal of Geography and the Journal of Geography for Higher Education, both are received in the library.  Showing evidence of having read some articles in these journals and citing them will be important in an evaluation.  Your lesson plan project will be graded on the following criteria: originality and creativity of your series of plans as well as organization, thoroughness, presentation, accompanying materials, bibliography, and writing.  The lesson plans should be designed for immediate use in your own class.  Your project must also incorporate appropriate “learning geography” concepts through computer games and use of the WWW and examples, even ideas are as well as specific examples of maps and mapping project.  You may also want to think about your students or class preparing an atlas. The atlas may be of “my neighborhood,” “my community,” “my state,” or “my country or another country.” That is, relate the WorldMinds problem and issue to the students’ daily lives and also those of their community and a wider world.    Also feel free to use and incorporate other WorldMinds entries in your teaching, that is, other than the three that are the foci of your three lesson plans. You will note, for example, thee are a number focusing on population, environment, economic, and cultural topics. 
I need to know early, by the middle of the third week, what three entries you chose. I would recommend choosing entries from three different subject areas.  Only one student will be permitted to have a lesson plan on one essay. Note there are 100 entries in WorldMinds, so you have plenty to choose from.  The project is due Monday 10 July or before in 1467 POT (main geography office; phone 257-2931).  Feel free to email me during early July should you have questions about preparing these lesson plans. NOTE:  Please make sure you make copies of your lesson plans for all other students in class.  You can pick up your own lesson plans and those of others in the geography office late in the week of 10 July.  
Bonus points will be rewarded if your project includes: (1) some component where students use other languages than English, (2) a fieldwork (virtual or real) component, (3) incorporates some of ideas mentioned in Gersmehl’s book and               using Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences, and (4) includes assignments or activities for those with disabilities (visual, motor skills, etc.).

Also there will be a series of daily out-of-class map assignments (not graded) designed to familiarize you with the world political and physical maps.  For these, you will need to refer to a large world map and a recent atlas.

Grading

Review of two Journal articles (20 pts each)



  40 points

4 Miniassignments (field): (30 points each



 120 points

3 Lesson Plans from WorldMinds (40 pts each) (due 10 July)

 120 points
Class contribution (important & expected)


              60 points





                      


      ____________









            Total 340 points 
Below are some suggestions for additional lesson plans that some of you may wish to develop independently or with me in a GEO 560 Independent Study at some time.  These could ideally be discussed within some region, for example, Central America, southern Africa, or North America.
1.  Hollywood movies to teach geography topics: human/environment interfaces, gender, landscapes, conflict, identity, multiculturalism, etc. (also where (what locations) were movies made?)

2.  Identity through religion and belief systems

3.  Gender variations in landscape art or interpretations of landscape (poems, short stories, film series, etc.)

4.  Advertisements to reinforce or promote stereotypes of peoples (cultures, women, etc.) or places

5.  Multiculturalism through food, music, and art

6.  Place names of new streets, subdivisions, shopping centers, towns (an international comparison)

7.  National anthems (words) to teach about place and identity of countries and cultures

9.  Global sports; the internationalization of teams (e.g., soccer, baseball, basketball)

10.  New state flags: designs, symbols, colors, histories 

11.  Gender and human rights: maps of women’s inequality

12.  Cemeteries in different cultures: cemeteries in the Bluegrass (people, horses, old, new, family, community)

13.  Changing mix of students in Kentucky’s school districts

14.  Using local newspapers to teach geography concepts and making maps

15.  Ethnic diversity in rural, suburban and inner city Kentucky schools

16.  Definitions of the South or the Bluegrass or Appalachia (religious, music, language, place of birth, books, etc.)

17.  Expanding students’ horizons through PenFriends and other international networks

18.  Teaching American history and geography through cemetery records and monuments

19.  Using the Mormon genealogy records for family migration geographies

20.  GIS in my classroom: how it can be used to teach geography concepts

21.  Why invest in a country?  (obtain information from embassies)

22.  The rights of indigenous peoples as reflected on their WWW pages

23.  WWW pages of new states or small states

24.  Using MTV to teach geography

25.  Using stamps (designs, subjects, etc.) to teach geography and history

26.  Using currency (coins and bank notes) to teach geography

27.  Promoting national tourism: magazine ads, WWW pages, tv advertisements

28.  International construction projects: railroads, dams, canals, highways, etc.

29.  Using Olympic games to teach geography

30.  Environmental tourism and sustainability (ecotourism; Green Globe awards)
31.  Virtual field trips

32.  Locational conflicts: local, national, or global (controversial facilities: nuclear power plants, toxic waste dumps, sanitary landfills, cellular towers, creationist museum, etc.)

33.  Teaching geography through the spread of diseases

34.  El Niño and its affects on economies, environmental destruction, and politics

35.  Politics of global warming, or of biodiversity, or of endangered species

36.  Changes in international boundaries (land, sea, air)

37.  Peace and conflict resolution issues in the classroom

38.  NGO operations, e.g., Red Cross/Crescent, World Wildlife Fund, Amnesty International, etc.

39.  Regional church architecture: old and new designs

40.  Teaching geography through field trips in grocery stores and department stores

41.  Kentucky’s international connections: horses, coal, tobacco, Toyota, spirits, etc.

42.  “Universals” in teaching geography

43.  Teaching “visual geography” through photographs in school texts.




