Instrumental Music Education Seminar

School of Music – University of Kentucky

MUS 363 - Fall 2005

I, Required Books and Materials

A. Textbook - Principles of Instrumental Conducting and the Workbook Conducting Exercises -  Clarke 


B. 3-Ring Binder 


C. 12” baton – purchase recommended baton as instructed in class; or other baton if approved by instructor. 


D. High quality blank VHS video tapes as required.


E. All class members must be a current member of SMENC to successfully complete this class.

II. Instructional Units 


Unit #1 – Text – Introduction to Conducting; basic baton techniques, score reading, written materials; 



     written final.


Unit #2 – Taped and live conducting

III. Textbook. Reading Assignments. Daily Conducting. Daily Testing. 

The text required is duplicated for your use at the lowest possible cost.  You will be charged an amount which covers only that actual cost.  Purchase of this document is mandated for this class.  

Reading assignments, primarily from the text, will be given throughout the semester.  The text provides comprehensive coverage of all beginning conducting skills and techniques and required daily neuromuscular development.  Some of this material is cognitive and must be learned as such.  

You should expect to conduct almost every day in class and each conducting experience is subject to an in-class evaluation.  These in-class conducting experiences and assessments should be reflective of your daily level of preparation outside of class on all assignments.  Just like practice on you major instrument, you will be assessed based on a well-established competency level, and not on your individual talent.  That might mean some will have to practice a great deal more than others to reach the expected level. 

Daily tests may also be given on each reading assignment during the next class meeting or as assigned. Students with documented excused absences are not responsible for the daily test on that day.   Otherwise, missed daily tests will be counted as a zero. In computing the daily average, the lowest daily test score will be dropped.  

IV. Observations/Field Experiences
Each student must observe ten high school or middle school concert band, marching band, or orchestra rehearsals of at least 50 minutes each.  You must observe at least two marching band rehearsals and five concert band or orchestra rehearsals as part of this assignment.  You are also encouraged to observe several different bands/orchestras to get as great a perspective as possible.  

All observations in Fayette Co. during school hours must be scheduled by completing the “School Observation Schedule Request” form.  These forms must be completed by Tuesday, September 6.  Do not schedule field experiences before Monday, September 19. There are no classes in Fayette County on October 13 and 14 (Thursday and Friday), November 8 (Tuesday), and November 23-25 (Wednesday, Thursday, Friday for Thanksgiving). 

All observations must be reported on the “School Observation Report” Form and signed by the teacher (not by student teacher or teacher-aide). These forms must have a thoroughly documented description of the experience as indicated at the bottom of the form.  All observations must be completed, numbered 1-10, and the forms bound in a folder and turned in by the last day of classes, December 9.  Ten properly completed forms must be returned at this time or the final average grade will be lowered three points for each missing observation. You cannot accumulate extra minutes from classes more than 50 minutes.

Observing Block Scheduling classes:  You may complete a Block Schedule observation in one of three ways. 

#1 -  Go at the beginning of the class and stay for at least 50 minutes (in this case the teacher must 

        know of your intentions to leave early and plan how to sign your form). 

#2 - Go the last 50 minutes (in this case, the teacher must know that you will be coming in the 

        middle of their class).  

#3 - Stay for the entire class (a 75 minute observation or longer counts for 1.5 observations.  No 

       observation of a single class can count for more than 1.5 observations, regardless of the length.   

V. Grading

Unit #1

Daily Written Tests 

= 15%

Final Written Test  

= 25%

Unit #2

Daily conducting evaluations           = 10%

Video Taped Conducting Projects    = 25%

Live Conducting Projects 
      = 25%

All class conducting experiences are subject to a daily grade and video taped assignments may be weighted relative to importance and complexity.  Additional information about video taping will be given in class.

Grading chart for all letter grades:


A+ = 98        B+ = 88         C+ = 78         D+ = 68


A   = 95        B   = 85          C   = 75          D   = 65


A-  = 91        B-  = 81          C-  = 71         D- = 61


An "E" grade will be assigned a numerical value to define the grade more precisely. 

Grading Chart for final grade:

90-100  =  A       

80 - 89  =  B


     The average for the final grade is rounded to the 



70 - 79  =  C


     nearest whole #, i.e.:



60 -  69 =  D                    
       



89.5  = 90  = A

Below 60 = E                    
       



89.4  = 89  = B

VI.  Attendance  
Much of the “busy work” associated with “methods and materials” classes can be eliminated by a study and discussion of the pertinent material as a class.  This not only suggests regular attendance, but demands it.  The information absorbed in class, with guidance and concentrated class study can be substantially greater than that gathered by individual means with considerably greater efficiency.  Much information, many experiences and techniques can be shared and evaluated in the classroom environment through lecture, discussion and demonstration not possible through assigned readings.  Consequently, class attendance is mandatory.  Absences and tardies will be considered seriously when determining the final grade.  You are allowed TWO unexcused absences without penalty.   Each subsequent unexcused absence will cause your FINAL grade average to be LOWERED THREE POINTS.  The only excused absences are official Dean’s excuses and documented illness.  If illness prevents class attendance, a doctor’s excuse for that day or documentation of a visit to the UK Student Health Services and a note to Mr. Clarke reporting that fact is necessary for that absence to be verified and excused.  For protracted illness, see the instructor.

