Instrumental Music Education Seminar 

MUS 365

Spring 2006

I. Required Books and Materials 


A. Textbook - Advanced Conducting and Rehearsal Techniques

B. 12" Baton 


C. High Quality Video Tape - Identified with name 


D. Copies of Scores as assigned

II. Instructional Units (Some units will overlap)

A. 
Advanced Conducting Assignments (Live and taped) 


Each individual is responsible for preparing Beethoven, Symphony #IV, first movement and an excerpt of the second movement; Donald White, Miniature Set, first and second movements; Fisher Tull, Toccata (excerpt); Vincent Persichetti Bagatelles, first and second movement; Malcolm Arnold/Paynter Four Scottish Dances, first movement.  All scores will be studied and practiced in class.  The Beethoven will require a video taped conducting assignment to a recording and all band scores will be conducted live in class.   Some work from memory may be required.   

Each person will be required to design their own system for marking a score and must demonstrate that system by marking either of the assigned scores as preparation for conducting.  Also required will be studies in score preparation, transposition, notations, and terminology.  

B.
Chapter One - Rehearsal Techniques: "The Components of the Fundamental Sound"


Reading assignments in Textbook and in duplicated materials, class lectures and additional handouts.  

C. 
Chapter Two - Rehearsal Techniques: "Interpretation - The Composer's Intent-/Re-Creation"; 

D.  Performance Evaluations/Critiques 


Recorded and/or live band and/or orchestra performances are critiqued against given standards, both in class and as outside projects.  Students are responsible for duplicating the scores and the recordings will be on reserve in the FA library. .  

III.  Field Experiences 


Ten observations of 50 minutes each are required.  All observations must be of Middle or Senior High School concert Band or Orchestra, with no more than three observations with any one teacher.  All observations must be schedule by completing the "School Observation Schedule" form.  These forms must be completed by Thursday, January 24.  Do not schedule field experiences before February 13.  Avoid Fayette County Holidays/Inservice/Records days scheduled for Feb. 20, March 10, April 3-7 (Spring Break). UK Spring Break is scheduled for March 13-17

All observations must be reported on the “School Observation Report” Form and signed by the teacher (not by student teacher or teacher-aide). These forms must have a thoroughly documented description of the experience as indicated at the bottom of the form.  All observations must be completed, numbered 1-10, and the forms bound in a folder and turned in by the last day of classes, April 28.  Ten properly completed forms must be returned at this time or the final average grade will be lowered three points for each missing observation. You cannot accumulate extra minutes from classes more than 50 minutes.

Observing Block Scheduling classes:  You may complete a Block Schedule observation in one of three ways. 

#1 -  Go at the beginning of the class and stay for at least 50 minutes (in this case the teacher must 

        know of your intentions to leave early and plan how to sign your form). 

#2 - Go the last 50 minutes (in this case, the teacher must know that you will be coming in the 

        middle of their class).  

#3 - Stay for the entire class (a 75 minute observation or longer counts for 1.5 observations.  No 

       observation of a single class can count for more than 1.5 observations, regardless of the length.   


Juniors, if you are interested in a more concentrated "teacher aide" experience, see Mr. Clarke for details.  

IV. Grading 


Daily Tests and Incidental Assignments
15%


Final Test - Chapter One
25%


Final Test - Chapter Two
15%


Advanced Conducting - Live
25%



Advanced conducting - Taped
10%


Band/Orchestra Critique of Performances
10%


Grading Chart for all letter grades:

90-100 =  A                    The average for the final grade is rounded to the nearest whole number: 

80-89   =  B

70-79   =  C                    Example:     89.5 = A

60-69   =  D                                        89.4 = B

Below   =  E

V.  Class Attendance 

Much of the “busy work” associated with “methods and materials” classes can be eliminated by a study and discussion of the pertinent material as a class.  This not only suggests regular attendance, but demands it.  The information absorbed in class, with guidance and concentrated class study can be substantially greater than that gathered by individual means with considerably greater efficiency.  Much information, many experiences and techniques can be shared and evaluated in the classroom environment through lecture, discussion and demonstration not possible through assigned readings.  Consequently, class attendance is mandatory.  Absences and tardies will be considered seriously when determining the final grade.  You are allowed TWO unexcused absences without penalty.   Each subsequent unexcused absence will cause your FINAL grade average to be LOWERED THREE POINTS.  The only excused absences are official Dean’s excuses and documented illness.  If illness prevents class attendance, a doctor’s excuse for that day or documentation of a visit to the UK Student Health Services and a note to Mr. Clarke reporting that fact is necessary for that absence to be verified and excused.  For protracted illness, see the instructor.

VI.  Textbook, Reading Assignments, Daily Tests


The text required, Advanced Conducting and Rehearsal Techniques, and other materials, available only in class, is duplicated for your use at the lowest possible cost.  You will be charged a materials fee that covers only the actual costs.  Payment must be made by the second week of classes.  Purchase of this material is mandated for this class.  

Reading assignments, primarily from the text, will be given throughout the semester as part of the lecture units.  The text is both an original document and a comprehensive compilation of a number of publications and provides the best possible coverage of the topics discussed.  

Daily tests can be expected on each reading assignment as well as other required materials. Students with documented excused absences are not responsible for the daily test on that day.   Otherwise, missed daily tests will be counted as a zero. In computing the daily average, the lowest daily test score will be dropped.  

VII. Collegiate Music Educators National Conference

Membership in the UK Student Chapter of MENC is required for successful completion of this class.   As your professional association, productive membership is a demonstration of a prospective teacher/s commitment to the profession.  All class members should consider attending the annual In-Service Conference of the Kentucky Music Education Association in February.  Dean’s excuses will be available for those wishing to attend this conference in Louisville.

