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SPA 609 – Special Topics in Latin American and US Hispanic Literature and Culture

Subtitle:  Historical Revisions and Subalternity in Latin America 

Dr. Susan Carvalho

Office:  
1123 Patterson Office Tower

Telephones:
257-1565 (office)

Office Hours:  TR 8:30-9:30, 11:00-12:00



(606)987-9953 (home)



MWF by appointment


E-mail:

carvalho@pop.uky.edu
PURPOSE:  This course will explore the history and culture of Latin America, with primary focus on the Spanish-speaking regions.  We will discuss the term “culture” as defined by Raymond Williams:  “culture is a description of a particular way of life, which expresses certain meanings and values not only in art and learning but also in institutions and ordinary behavior – the clarification of the meanings and values implicit and explicit in a particular way of life.”  Course readings (historical, anthropological, and literary) will privilege the voice of the subaltern, in order to shed light on the socio-political and artistic environments which have shaped and reflected different world-views across Spanish America.  We will also discuss the evolving relationship between Spanish America and the United States, in terms of the way that the culture of each region influences and impacts the other, and the implications and impact of the increasing physical and cultural presence of Hispanics in the U.S.
The course will also provide occasions for future Spanish teachers to reflect on the teaching strategies and methods that they could employ in their future work. Presentations using technology-assisted instruction and learning in concert with the Kentucky Technology Standards will be expected of MATWL students as well as implementation of developmentally appropriate strategies in foreign language lessons and activities, choosing of appropriate teaching materials and sources for all students, and engaging in professional development.
Per UK professional education Programs Themes:
This course will address the four themes of the conceptual framework for the UK professional education unit:  research, reflection, learning, and leading.  Students will be given the opportunity to review, analyze, discuss, and apply research) from diverse perspectives in education, including professional scholarship and practitioner inquiry, in order to reflect on their own practices as they study, observe, and practice in P-12 school and university classrooms.  Reflection will also be integrated into students’ learning opportunities through the production of written essays and analyses of observation and teaching experiences to help students take advantage of the analytical and problem-solving skills that comprise critical professional reflection on one’s own teaching. This course emphasizes the commitment of the professional education unit to assure that its graduates move into their professional lives equipped for life-long learning as educators who will be active in leading colleagues in their schools, districts, and professional organizations.  The ultimate goal in addressing these four themes is to produce teacher leaders who work together to improve student learning among diverse populations and improve education in Kentucky and beyond.
Integration of Syllabus with KERA Initiatives:
This course will provide students an opportunity to advance their knowledge and mastery of the tools associated with Kentucky education reform, including the Kentucky Learning Goals and Academic Expectations (LGAE), the Kentucky Program of Studies (POS), and the Commonwealth Accountability Testing System (CATS), which includes the Core Content for Assessment.  As students carry out projects and complete assignments that involve instructional activities for P-12 students in Kentucky schools, they will address one or more components of the KERA initiatives.  

Integration of the Syllabus with the Themes of Diversity, Assessment, and Technology: 
All UK professional education programs address and affirm the value of diversity in education, the use of technology to support all aspects of instructional programming, and the importance of attaining high levels of skill in assessing the outcomes of instruction.  This course will provide students an opportunity to demonstrate attention to these themes and reflect on the mechanisms that this course has provided to demonstrate improved skills in these areas.

NTS OBJECTIVES:  By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Identify the major geographical and cultural regions of Latin America (STANDARD VIII);

· Summarize key historical events of each region of Latin America (STANDARD VIII);

· Identify the “missing voices” in current and past writings on Latin America (STANDARD VIII);

· Discuss issues of Latin American culture in a comparative way with US culture (STANDARD I);

· Write about Latin American history, politics, etc., in a way that privileges diverse perspectives (STANDARD III);

· Conduct research about topics in Latin America, both current and historical, via traditional bibliographic sources as well as the Web (STANDARD IX).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  In addition to keeping up with daily reading assignments and active participation in class discussion, course requirements include a midterm exam, a final exam, and a term paper.  The term paper, (7-10 pages, in Spanish) will compare any two representations of a particular historical event—for example, comparison of a literary or cinematic work with newspaper or other historical accounts; the paper will examine issues of representation and the process of writing (and therefore creating) “history.”  The paper will be submitted in “final form” and “final revised form.”  Research using the Internet, as well as written work edited in Microsoft Word, will be required.  Newspapers, read in their electronic versions from various Latin American countries, will formulate an important co-text for the class.  Finally, the viewing of eight films throughout the semester will be required.  

GRADE:  Final grades will be computed according to the following percentages:



Midterm exam

20%



Final exam

25%



Paper (final form)
20%



Paper (final revised)
10%



Attendance/Part.
25%

TEXTS:  For the novels listed, any edition (in Spanish) is acceptable.

Daly Heyck, Denis Lynn, and M.V. González Pagani.  Tradición y cambio: Lecturas sobre la

 cultura latinoamericana contemporánea.  2nd edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1997.

Skidmore, Thomas E., and Peter H. Smith.  Modern Latin America.  3rd edition.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1992.

Azuela, Mariano.  Los de abajo.
Fuentes, Carlos.  Gringo viejo.

Giardinelli, Mempo.  Luna caliente.

Traba, Marta.  Conversación al sur.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

1/14
Introducción; civilizaciones indígenas
*Raymond Williams, “Culture”








Skidmore, “Prologue” (3-13)

1/19
Cómo hoy día nos acercamos a las

*Broken Spears: Aztec Account…

   civilizaciones indígenas


*Inca Garcilaso de la Vega


 (diapositivas)




*Spivak “Can the Subaltern Speak?”








Tradición y cambio pp. 8-14

1/21
La perspectiva española


*Colón, “Carta a Luis de Santangel”


 (diapositivas)




*Bernal Díaz de Castillo, Verdadera historia







*Harris, in Col. Spanish America

1/26
La leyenda negra



*las Casas, Brevísima relación…








*Keen, “Spain’s Work in America:








   For and Against” 

*Fernández Retamar,“Contra la 

leyenda negra”

1/28
La época colonial



*Gibson, Spain in America







*Todorov, The Conquest of America








Skidmore 16-27

2/2
Epoca barroca




*Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, “Carta” (abr.)








*Gibson, Spain in America







*Leonard, Baroque Times in Old Mexico
2/4
Independencia – México, Bolívar

*Bolívar, Carta de Jamaica







Skidmore 27-43

2/9
Raza/clase – siglo XIX


*Manzano, “Autobiografía”








Tradición y cambio:









25-31 (clases sociales)









80-85 (etnicidad)









87-99 (Guillén, C. María de Jesús)

2/11
Raza/clase




Tradición y cambio:









99-112 (Pozas, Castellanos)

2/16
Historia de Argentina – s. XIX

*Echeverría, “El matadero”


 (diapositivas)




*Sarmiento, Facundo: Civ. y barb

FILM - CAMILA

2/18
La revolución mexicana


Los de abajo












.

2/23
La revolución mexicana


Los de abajo

(diapositivas)

FILM – LOS DE ABAJO

2/25
La revolución mexicana

Los de abajo

*Fuentes, La muerte de Artemio Cruz (selection)

3/2
Mexican Revolution


Fuentes, Gringo viejo
FILM – GRINGO VIEJO

3/4
Brasil – Colonia, independencia,
Skidmore:

  siglo XX




23-27 (colonización, independencia)

35-37 (siglo XIX)

144-184 (siglo XX)

3/9
Urbanización; clase social

Tradición y cambio:








40-48 (Asturias)








122-138 (urbanización)








145-150 (Arizpe)








407 (tabla de estadística)

FILM – BLACK ORPHEUS

3/11
MIDTERM EXAM

3/16, 3/18 – SPRING BREAK

3/23
México, siglo XX


Skidmore 221-253


Tradición y cambio 325-330 (Paz)

3/25
Las mujeres



Tradición y cambio:








330-338 (Barrig, Milán)

153-160 (la familia)

170-180 (Lispector)

187-196 (Lewis, Lewis, Rigdon)







Skidmore 62-66

3/30
Cuba y el comunismo


Skidmore 254-282


 (diapositivas)



*Fernández Retamar, Calibán
4/1
Argentina – peronismo, 

Skidmore 68-111

  Guerra Sucia



Tradición y cambio:






339-342 (García Márquez)






343-345 (Délano)

4/6
Chile – Allende, Pinochet


Skidmore 112-143

FILM – HISTORIA OFICIAL
4/8
Nicaragua




Skidmore 326-331








Tradición y cambio 55-75 (Lazo Laguna)

4/13
Guatemala




Skidmore 337-343








Conversación al sur

FILM - MISSING

4/15
Represión/cultura



Conversación al sur

PAPER DUE




Luna caliente

4/20
Represión/cultura



Luna caliente
FILM – Milagro Beanfield War

4/22 – KFLC – no class 

4/27
US/Sp.Am. relations



Skidmore 344-381

Chicanos in U.S.



*Viramontes, “The Moths”



FILM – EL NORTE

4/29
El futuro




Skidmore 382-406


REVISED PAPER DUE

Thursday 5/6 – 10:30-12:30 – Examen final

