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Course Description:

This foundation course focuses on theory as a tool for understanding human behavior on multiple, interacting levels, including individual, family, small group, organization, community and society. The course will explore the interrelatedness of biological, social, cultural, psychological, and environmental factors in human behavior and development.  Particular attention will be given to exploring the impact of racism, sexism, ethnocentrism, classism, and homophobia on human behavior at each level.  

Pre-requisites: Admission into the MSW program.

Course Objectives:

This course will:

1. Examine the relevance to social work of various theories designed to explain and predict human behavior.

2. Explore the philosophical underpinnings or assumptions of different theories.

3. Identify and explore the impact of diverse cultural and social backgrounds on human behavior.

4. Identify the impact of racism, sexism, ethnocentrism, ageism, homophobia, and poverty on human behavior.

5. Evaluate and critically analyze various theoretical explanations of human behavior and their implications for social work practice.

6. Delineate the link between theory and social scientific research.

7. Examine points of convergence and divergence between various theoretical approaches and the Social Work Code of Ethics.

Student Outcomes:

At the end of this course students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the role of theory in explaining human behavior.

2. Identify the philosophical underpinnings and assumptions that provide the foundation for different theories.

3. Compare and contrast various theories of human behavior.

4. Identify the utility of different theories of human behavior for social work practice at the micro, mezzo, and macro levels.

5. Critically analyze the impact of racism, sexism, ethnocentrism, ageism, homophobia, and poverty on human behavior.

6. Identify theories that have the greatest relevance to particular fields of practice in the social work profession.

7. Delineate their own theoretical orientation for social work practice.

8. Identify points of convergence and divergence between various theoretical approaches and the Social Work Code of Ethics.

Course Text:
Robbins, S., Chatterjee, P, & Canda, E. Contemporary human behavior theory (2nd ed.).  Boston: Pearson. (paperback)
Course Expectation:

The expectation from the professor in this course is that students will have read the chapters in the textbooks as shown on the class schedule and be prepared to discuss the theories and apply them to practical situations.

Class Attendance:

Class attendance is required. If a student cannot attend a class, the student is expected to: 1) excuse him- or herself by calling the professor, leaving a message on his answering service, or notifying him by e-mail (choose one); and, 2) be prepared for the following class session as identified in the class schedule, including if an exam is scheduled on that date.

Course Schedule:

August 22
Introduction to the Course

August 29
Human Behavior Theory and Social Work Practice




Reading:   Robbins, et al., Chapter 1, pp. 1-24 


September 5    Systems Theory; The Ecological Perspective  




Reading : Robbins, et al.,  Chapter 2, pp.25-62.                                    

September 12   Exam

 Conflict Theories




Reading:  Robbins, et al., Chapter 3, pp. 63-91

September 19  Theories of Empowerment

                                     Reading: Robbins, et al., Chapter 4, pp. 92-125
September 26  Theories of Assimilation, Acculturation, Bicultural Socialization, and Ethnic Minority Identity




Readings: Robbins, et al.,  Chapter 5, pp. 126-161




      .

October 3        Exam

            Psychodynamic  Theory




Reading:   Robbins, et al., Chapter 6, pp. 162-197
October 10      Theories of Life Span Development



Reading:   Robbins, et al., Chapter 7, pp. 198-257 

October 17      Theories of Cognitive and Moral Development




Reading:   Robbins et al., Chapter 8, pp. 258-295

October 24    Exam


          Symbolic Interaction; Role Theory




Reading:   Robbins, et al., Chapter 9, pp. 296-323 

October 31    Phenomenology, Social Constructionism, and Hermeneutics




Readings:  Robbins, et al., Chapter 10, pp. 324-348

November 7  Behaviorism, Social Learning and Exchange Theory


Reading:  Robbins, et al., Chapter 11, pp. 349-385 

November 14 Transpersonal Theory; Application of Theories




Readings: Robbins, et al., Chapter 12, pp. 386-421





     Robbins, et al., Chapter 13, pp. 422-444 
November 21
No class – Thanksgiving Eve

November 28  No class
December  5
Review & Application of Theories to Case Example
December  12  Exam 

Written Assignments:

Several written assignments will be given throughout the semester.  These assignments will include information on what is expected in the assignment and the date the assignment is due.  All assignments are expected to be written with good grammar and in good format in accord with APA standards.  References cited in any written assignments should be done according to APA guidelines.  

Evaluation:

The final course grade will constitute the average grade of the following two components:  1) the examinations; and, 2) the written assignments. Written assignments and exams will be given a letter grade with the following numerical equivalence:  A=4; B=3; C=2; D=1.  An average numerical grade will be taken of each of the two components and an average overall grade will be determined.  The final letter grade for the course will represent the average grade of these two components according to the following schedule: 
3.5 - 4.0   A

2.5 - 3.4   B

1.5 - 2.4   C

In keeping with the University Graduate School requirements (See Graduate School Bulletin), D grades are not awarded to graduate students as a final course grade. 

Suggested Readings:

Bandura, A.  1989.  Human agency in social cognitive theory.  American Psychologist, 44, 1175-1184.

Becker, H.  1953.  Becoming a marijuana user.  American Journal of Sociology, 59, 235-242.

Becker, H.  1973.  Outsiders: Studies in the sociology of deviance (rev. ed.). New York:  Free Press.

Berger, Peter L.  1969.  The sacred canopy.  New York: Doubleday.

Berger, P. L., & Luckmann, T.  1966.  The social construction of reality: A treatise in the sociology of knowledge.  Garden City, NY: Anchor Books.

Blumer, Herbert.  1969.  Symbolic interactionism: Perspective and method.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

Collins, Patricia Hill.  1990.  Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of empowerment.  New York: Routledge.

Erikson, Eric H.  1959.  Identity and the life cycle.  New York: Norton.

Findlay, P. C.  1978. Critical theory and social work practice.  Catalyst, 1(3), 53-68.

Gilligan, Carol.  1982.  In a different voice.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Goffman, Erving.  1959.  The presentation of self in everyday life.  New York: Doubleday/Anchor.

_____.  1967.  Presentation of self to others.

_____.  1983.  The Interaction Order.  American Sociological Review,  48,1-17.

Greene, Roberta.  1991.  Human behavior theory and social work practice. New York: Aldine De Gruyter.
Gusfield, Joseph R.  1986.  Symbolic crusade: Status politics and the American temperance movement, 2nd Edition.  Chicago: University of Illinois Press.

Harding, Sandra.  1991.  Whose science? Whose knowledge?  New York: Cornell University Press.

Hilbert, Richard A.  1990.  Ethnomethodology and the micro-macro order.  American Sociological Review, 55, pp. 794-808.

Hochschild, Arlie Russell.  1979.  Emotion work, feeling rules, and social structure.  American Journal of Sociology, 85, pp. 551-575.

Hollinger, Robert.  1994.  Postmodernism and the social sciences: A thematic approach.  Beverly Hills, CA:  Sage.

Homans, George C.  1961.  Social behavior: Its elementary forms.  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Manis, Jerome G. and Bernard N. Meltzer (eds.)  Symbolic interaction: A reader in social psychology.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Merton, Robert K.  1938.  Social structure and anomie.  American Sociological Review, 3, pp. 672-82.

____.  1968.  Social theory and social structure.  New York: Free Press.

Parsons, Talcott.  1951.  The social system.  New York: Free Press.

Schutz, Albert.  1967.  The phenomenology of the social world.  Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press.

Spector, Malcom and John I. Kitsuse.  1987.  Constructing social problems.  New York: Aldine de Gruyter.

Turner, Ralph H.  1962. Role taking: Process versus conformity.  Pp. 20-40 in Human behavior and social processes, edited by Arnold Rose.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin.
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