CLOSING REMARKS
As 2005 draws to an end, the work of the Retiree Health Care Committee also draws to an end.  As I’ve said publicly on many occasions, this committee has been the hardest working committee that I’ve ever had the pleasure of serving with throughout my tenure at the University of Kentucky.  Every member of the committee took his or her job very seriously and contributed at nearly every meeting.  I wish to thank each and every committee member for their hard and diligent work during the past twelve months.

Let me provide you an update of where we are and where we’re headed.  We had 34 informational forums on our tentative recommendations.  Over 2500 people attended those forums.  I want to thank all who attended for taking time from their busy schedules to attend and participate in the forums.  Needless to say, we had page after page of questions and issues that came from the information sessions.  The committee reviewed each question carefully during the month of November and has revised its recommendation somewhat based on the information we gained during forums.  Our revised recommendations will be provided to Executive Vice President Frank Butler by December 31, 2005.

Once the University’s budgeting process begins in January, I will make a detailed presentation to the administration regarding our revised recommendations and the annual cost of each revision.  I’ll be available to the administration throughout the spring as they wrestle with the budget.  We do not expect a final word regarding our recommendations until the budgeting process is complete—probably in late spring.  Look for additional communication from me at that time.
Again, as stated earlier, I wish to thank each and every committee member for their dedicated and thoughtful work throughout the year.  It has been a pleasure for me to serve with them.  In addition, I would like to thank the hundreds of people throughout the campus who have taken time to send me personal e-mails regarding the transparency of our process.  I really appreciated your comments.
Mike Tearney

