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Student Spotlight: David Nelson 

If 
 you've at-
tended an event 

held by Honors 
Program Student 
Council in the past 
few years, chances 
are you've met 
David Nelson. As 
President and for-
mer PR chair of 

HPSC, David is an experienced student 

leader in the Honors community.  
 Although he admits his initial in-
volvement in HPSC was due to the promise 
of free food during one of the meetings his 
freshman year, he found that it was a great 
opportunity for leadership skills and that he 
had a lot to offer the organization as well. 
In addition to his positions as PR Chair and 
President of the council, David also served 
as the director of the Carnegie Center 5K 
in 2006 and 2007 and led the student forum 
during the Kentucky Honors Roundtable at 

UK in 2006.  
 David is also highly involved in the 
Honors Program in many other ways. He is a 
co founding member of the Honors Program 
Ambassadors Team, something he is "very 
passionate" about because he was surprised 
by the number of people who didn't know 
about Honors, and he wants to inform stu-
dents about everything the UK Honors Pro-
gram has to offer them. David was also the 
student representative on Dr. Bhavsar's Hon-
ors Program Advisory Council and received 
the Ray Betts Crystal Award for service to 

the Honors Program. 
 Outside of the Honors Program, David is 
involved in the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, Stu-
dent Government, and SnowCats, and was a tour 
guide for the UK Visitors Center. As a senior Bi-
ology major, David will graduate in May and plans 
to pursue an MD/MBA through UK's Chandler 

Medical School and Gatton Business College. Al-
ready preparing for his medical career, David 
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Applying for External Scholarships 

 The Office of External Scholarships (OES) assists students at the University of Ken-
tucky in identifying and applying for competitive fellowships, scholarships, and internships that 
are funded by sources outside the university. OES is part of the Chellgren Center for Under-
graduate Excellence, but also cheerfully serves graduate students and recent alumni seeking 

award opportunities.  
 Receiving a scholarship or fellowship is just one of the many rewards for pursuing an 
ideal undergraduate or graduate education. Often the process of applying for the scholarship is 
its own reward, in that it enables the applicant to reflect upon his or her academic and extra-
curricular experiences, to explore and refine career goals, and to articulate his or her reason-
ing for choosing certain paths in life. Many UK students who have applied for external scholar-
ships have said that the process helped them when applying to graduate or professional pro-
grams later: in addition to considering their goals carefully, practicing writing skills (when pro-
ducing multiple drafts of personal statements, for example) and determining whom to ask for 
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By guest contributor Lisa Broome-Price, Interim Director of the Gaines Center and Honors Program Faculty Member 



 With less than a month left 
in the semester, the Honors Pro-
gram Student Council has accom-
plished a lot in its first semester 
under the direction of the new 
constitution. HPSC has held bi-
monthly open meetings and several 

other successful events.  
 One of HPSC's many goals 
is to increase the social interaction 
among students within the Honors 
community, and in an effort to do 
that, Social Chair Binh Tran and his 
committee held two ice-cream so-
cials this semester, one on North 

Campus and one on South Campus.  
 Members of the council 
have also been organizing service 
projects led by Service Chair Eliza-
beth Keller, and to get the Honors 

community into the holiday spirit, 
coordinated the Holiday Shoe Box 
Project to benefit children in pov-
erty through the Operation Christ-
mas Child organization. A challenge 
was issued to all Honors classes to 
donate enough items and money to 
make and send a box filled with 
hygiene items, toys, and school sup-
plies. With the generous donations 
received, the group was able to put 
together 24 boxes. Dr. Woods's 
101-5 class won the challenge and 
will receive an in-class meal pro-
vided by HPSC, and Kristin Sher-
rard was the lucky winner of a Star-
bucks gift card for participating in 
the project. Thanking everyone 
who donated or participated, Eliza-
beth Keller said of the project, 

"Thanks for your generosity! With 
your help, we were able to send 24 
boxes of holiday cheer to some 
children in a third world country 
that would otherwise receive noth-

ing." 
  In its capacity as the stu-
dent advisory council to the Hon-
ors Program, HPSC also hosted an 
open forum this month for stu-
dents to come and voice their 
opinions about the program. Dur-
ing this event, students gave input 
on the positive and negative aspects 
of their experience thus far in the 
Honors Program and talked about 
possible ways of improving such 
aspects as recruitment and priority 

registration.   

Honors Program Student Council 
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Questions or comments 

about HPSC?  
 
Feel free to contact the officers 

at uk.hpsc@gmail.com 

Get your Honors t-shirt! 
 
HPSC is currently selling 
long-sleeved t-shirts for 
only $15.00! The t-shirts 
are athletic style and gray 

with blue print.  
 
They are available in sizes 
S-XL are can be purchased 
in the Honors office or by 
contacting Fundraising 
Chair Michael Kasten at 

M.Kasten@uky.edu. 

HPSC Announcements for this month: 
 
 HPSC will host an Honors Fun Night on 
Wednesday, December 5th. Take a study break and 
come play games and hang out with other Honors students 

in the Patterson Hall lobby. 
 Make a note on your calendars for next semester! 
HPSC will be volunteering at God’s Pantry on Wednes-

day, January 30th. 



letters of recommendation make completing graduate 
applications much more manageable when that time 
comes.  An almost equal number of students have 
commented that applying for external scholarships 
early in their college careers has helped them plan 
their course selection for future semesters better. 
The essay prompts for many of the scholarships be-
low may help you shape your Honors Program Inde-
pendent Project because they ask you to define possi-
ble solutions to problems in your field of study. Both 
HON 395 and scholarship essays offer you opportuni-
ties to delve into topics that fascinate you and to de-

velop some expertise on them. 
Some of the opportunities OES helps students com-

pete for include  
• the Goldwater Scholarship ($7,500 for sopho-

mores or juniors planning careers in STEM 

disciplines research);  
• the Udall Scholarship ($ for sophomores or 

juniors pursuing careers related to the envi-
ronment, or to Native American students 

pursuing careers in tribal public policy); 
• the Truman Scholarship ($30,000 for graduate 

studies leading to a career in public service, 

awarded during junior year);  
• the Marshall Scholarship (providing handsome 

support for any program of study at universi-
ties in Great Britain, awarded to seniors and 

recent graduates); and  
• the Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship (up to 

$50,000 per year for up to 6 years of gradu-

ate or professional study in any field, any  

where in the world, awarded to seniors).   
UK Honors Program students have earned every one 
of the above awards, and are competitive for many 
more. The OES is also eager to assist students in pre-
paring applications for any scholarship funded exter-
nally. Announcements about myriad opportunities are 
posted on the Honors Program listserv, as well as in 

the UK External Scholarships group on Facebook.  
 OES will gladly assist you in applying for schol-
arships that you identify on your own. Applying for a 
$500-1,000 scholarship awarded by an organization 
related to your field of interest is excellent prepara-
tion for later opportunities that may provide greater 
funds for education abroad and/or graduate study, and 
it provides evidence of excellence and potential for 

continued success in the field.  
 How do you find scholarships and related op-
portunities, and when should you begin looking for 
them? Ask faculty members in your discipline. When 
appropriate, join the local, state, and national organi-
zations supporting work in your discipline (e.g., the 
American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
may have an award for you!). Join mailing lists of these 
societies and scan departmental bulletin boards where 
award announcements are posted. Create a profile on web-
based scholarship search engines (e.g., Fastweb) and sift 
through multiple opportunities to find ones that serve you 

best.   
 It is never too early to begin thinking about these 
opportunities. National Science Foundation-funded summer 
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External Scholarships, continued 

Get to Know the Faculty 
 

In a typical Honors class, you spend about three hours a week with your professor, and maybe a little 
more time if you take advantage of his or her office hours. Have you ever wondered what the faculty is like 
outside of the classroom? With two programs, Faculty Dinners and Faculty without Class, you are given a valu-

able opportunity to find out. 
Faculty Dinners are held in the evenings at Blazer Café on North Campus and are available for a limited 

number of student reservations. This semester’s dinners were hosted by Dr. Glixon, Dr. Jennifer Tunberg, and 
Dr. Terry Tunberg. Next semester, students will have the chance to eat and chat with Dr. Ettensohn, Dr. 
Hersh, and Dr. Leaman.Faculty without Class provides interesting seminars without the pressure of homework 
and tests. This semester’s discussions featured UK doctoral candidates and covered two fascinating and impor-
tant topics. The first, presented by Mary Beth Holbrook of the Von Allmen School of Accountancy, focused on 
“Corporate Social Responsibility.” The second, held in October by the Department of History’s Jodie Mader, 
was entitled “What Goes Around Comes Around in Iraq” and covered the decisions and consequences of war. 
Be on the lookout in the near future for your chance to share which topics would be interesting to you and 

which faculty members you would like to see participate in this exciting program. 
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Student Spotlight, continued 

DanceBlue 

is currently serving as the coauthor of a scien-
tific paper by doing research in ovarian cancer 
with a third year gynecological oncology fellow 
at the Markey Cancer Center. He views this 
research as a great experience and something 

he may like to continue with in the future. 

Even with school and his many activi-
ties, David still enjoys taking the time to pur-
sue his personal interests, which include play-

ing the drums and traveling.  

(Continued from page 1) 

 DanceBlue is a student-run philanthropy at 
the University of Kentucky. The money raised by 
DanceBlue goes into the Golden Matrix Fund which 
benefits pediatric cancer patients and helps fund 
medical research.  This year-long fundraising effort 
involves thousands of UK students.  The first public 
fundraising event of the DanceBlue season was the 
“5K Run for the Kids.”  The run was held on Satur-
day, November 3 at Commonwealth Stadium.  
DanceBlue culminates with a 24-hour no-sitting, no-

sleeping dance marathon on campus. 
 In 2006, at the first-ever DanceBlue, over 
$123,000 was raised for the UK Pediatric Oncology 
Clinic at UK Healthcare’s Chandler Hospital. The 
following year DanceBlue nearly doubled that 

amount by raising $241,514.64. 
 This season’s DanceBlue marathon is 
scheduled for February 22-23, 2008.  Registered 

DanceBlue teams will 
compete against other 
teams for spirit and 
fundraising awards.  
Kelsey Shackelford is 
the Team Captain for 
the Honors Program’s 
dance team.  While the 
dancers have already 
been selected, the Hon-
ors team still needs 
your support. Please 

contact Kelsey (kpshac2@uky.edu), if you are inter-
ested.  During the week before the event, volun-
teers will be needed to set up the marathon site and 
stuff bags for the dance teams.  Organizers are also 
looking for volunteers to help out on the day of the 
dance marathon. They will need people to serve 
food, work in the crafts area, play with the kids, 
help with the family room, and provide floor passes 
for visitors.  Contact Megan Herde 
(danceblue.volunteer@gmail.com) for more infor-
mation regarding volunteering during the dance 
marathon event.  Check out www.danceblue.org for 

detailed information. 

Research Opportunities for Undergraduates (REUs) often have early spring deadlines for a limited number of 
positions. Consider: the Mind and Brain REU in Psychology at Colorado State U pays $3,600 + room and 
board for 9 weeks with research and travel stipends. An amazing, academic- and career-related experience 
that pays MORE than the going rate for lifeguarding at a Louisville Metro Park. What’s not to love?  Pay at-
tention to campus opportunities, too. Competitive Summer Research and Creativity Grants offered through 
UK’s eUreKa! Program also have early spring deadlines; these are grants offered internally, but they are to be 
used to support work that contributes to your ideal undergraduate education, which may be later comple-
mented by an external scholarship for graduate study. Other selective programs on campus, such as the 
Gaines Fellowship Program in the Humanities, offer funding, academic coursework, and mentoring that will 

contribute to your preparation graduate-level study.  
 I’m eager to be of help to anyone interested in applying for External Scholarships. Don’t hesitate to 

contact me as you begin thinking about these opportunities! Lisa.Broome-Price@uky.edu.  
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External Scholarships Continued 

Dancers at last year’s DanceBlue marathon. 

A pediatric cancer patient 
waits to go on stage at last 

year’s dance marathon. 
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