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CAT Format: Directed Paraphrasing (#23)
Teaching Goals
· Develop ability to apply principles and generalizations already learned to new problems and situations (TGI #1)

· Improve writing skills (TGI #15)

· Learn concepts and theories in this subject (TGI # 19)

Implementation of the CAT
At the conclusion of a unit focusing on urban development/sprawl, I gave the students a directed paraphrasing to work on in the last 10 minutes of class. The students had read six articles addressing the issue from various viewpoints of defining as well as measuring sprawl. There was not a real step-by-step procedure other than I had written a scenario/framework for the students to place themselves when doing the assignment. I told the students not to write his/her name on the work. I did not want them to question how I might view the response. The students were given the following:

“Paraphrase in a written form what you have learned about defining and measuring sprawl to inform your parent(s) about the topic (no citations required but if you can link ideas to authors, so much the better). Imagine yourself describing this topic over the evening meal in a few minutes when you are asked about what you have been learning in planning class. Feel free to draw/illustrate your ideas.”

Turning Data into Useful Information

I do not have many students in this class so reading them was not difficult to get a sense of what they could recall/apply/explain without “studying.” The one thing that I did with the students that helped to provide feedback to them as well as me was to do a modified content analysis. After I had read the paraphrases, I gave them back to students during the next class. I told them to make sure they did not have the one they wrote. Each student then read the paraphrase to pull out the key concepts another student wrote. I drew on the blackboard a matrix to fill in, so everyone could see how people saw the topic. The matrix could tell us how often a concept came up and by whom. Each student returned the paraphrase and double-checked to make sure the other student represented his/her thoughts correctly.

Important Outcomes For the Instructor and the Students

It was nice to see what the students will recall and express about a topic without direct preparation. I think the students had fun doing it. It did not take very long and it provides a nice way to wrap-up a unit while making sure they have the key points. With the content analysis matrix, the students can see how they stacked-up with the others in the class. I also usually wait a few days after we complete the unit to do this CAT. This helps me see what has stuck out in the students mind.

Changes for Next Implementation
I am continuing to use the basic idea with a variety of topics and different “situations.”

