Assessing Learning in an Online Environment 

Design Process Guidelines

1.  Choose a basic assessment approach/method(s), such as the following examples  (not an exhaustive list): 
a. performance-based, curriculum embedded, value-added assessments
b. e-Portfolios
c. common discipline-based exams which use open-ended, unique items
d. performance-based, curriculum-embedded student work products which are designed to accumulate across a set of learning experiences (such as a program) and culminate in capstone experiences (individual or collaborative)
e. any combination of the above
2. Determine the existent/available technology that can be utilized for this purpose in the immediate short-term
a. Ideas/suggestions for technology acquisition in future( long-term), given any current and/or projected budget constraints, that may improve efficiency
3. Outline the assessment process.  The process must include the following:
a. Basic assessment approach/method(s)/instrument(s)
b. Assessment implementation plan
i. Implementation timeline
ii. Existent/available technology that can be utilized for this purpose in the immediate short-term
iii. Ideas/suggestions for technology acquisition in future( long-term), given any current and/or projected budget constraints, that may improve efficiency
c. Institutional entity (office, committee, individual(s), etc) responsible for implementation and maintenance logistics (gathering, organizing, and disseminating results)
i. Existent/available technology that can be utilized for this purpose in the immediate short-tem
ii. Ideas/suggestions for technology acquisition in future( long-term), given any current and/or projected budget constraints, that may improve efficiency
d. Method and frequency of dissemination of data (results) to faculty/instructional staff
i. Existent/available technology that can be utilized for this purpose in the immediate short-term
ii. Ideas/suggestions for technology acquisition in future( long-term), given any current and/or projected budget constraints, that may improve efficiency
e. Method of annual data analysis and formulation of learning improvement action plans by faculty/instructional staff and administration; 
i. Institutional entity (office, committee, individual(s), etc) responsible for logistics (organizing data analysis and formulation of learning improvement plans; dissemination and integration into planning/budgeting process of learning improvement action plans)
ii. Existent/available technology that can be utilized for this purpose in the immediate short-term
iii. Ideas/suggestions for technology acquisition in future( long-term), given any current and/or projected budget constraints, that may improve efficiency
f. Assessment cycle
i. Number of program-level learning outcomes assessed per year
ii. Frequency of course-level assessment, and number of outcomes assessed per iteration

