PREFACE

Thiscourseisformulated to introduce the student to thefield of Zoology (Animal Biology) and toimpart aknowl-
edge and understanding of the animal kingdom. Assignments are patterned after the textbook and begin with
Chapters 1 and 2—The Conceptua Basisof Zool ogy, which concernsthe nature of the scientificinquiry and a
discussion of thetheory that underliesall biological studiestoday —evolution. After thisintroductionthe assign-
ments, likethetext, follow thelevel s-of -organi zation approach: basic cellular chemistry and structure, animal form
and function, animal diversity, and findly, populationsand ecosystems.

Thereare 20 points possible on each assignment, involving varying numbers of multiple choice, matching and
discussion questions. Thediscussion questionsare graded on spelling, content and grammar since one of thegoa's
at theunivergty istoimprove student communication skillsinall courses, not just English. Inaddition, aninstructor
can oftentell more easily from an essay whether astudent really graspsthe concept being discussed.

Therequired text isZoology, Robert Dorit, Warren Walker, Jr. and Robert Bames,; Saunders Publishing, 1991. It
isavailablefromthe University Bookstore, Kennedy’s Bookstore, or from any reputable bookstoredealingin
collegetextbooks.

ABOUT THE FINAL GRADE

Thefinal gradeisbased on 1000 possible points: 600 points possible on the 30 assignments and 400 points
possibleonthefina exam. Thefina examisconstructed of fifty (50) multiple choice questionschosen from the 30
assignments (including the essays). Each correct answer counts 8 points Thefinal grade will be based on the
following grading scale: A =900 pointsor more; B =800 or more; C =700 or more; D =600 or more. A grade
below 600isconsdered an E. No gradewill be assigned without successful compl etion of thefinal examination.

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY

Thiscoursein Zoology will yield to the student amuch more enjoyable and useful educational experienceif the
required text isused properly and conscientioudly.

Thetext readingsare designed to rel ate to the purposes and obj ectives of the course, and it isonthisbasisthat the
text chaptersare correlated with course assignments. The coursework is* open book”, but studentswill find it
difficult to complete ass gnments properly without athorough study of the chapter(s) assigned. Merely picking out
therelevant words, without reading, and understanding, the accompanying materid, will result inincompl ete essay
work and problems further down the road. In many cases, questions build on and may refer directly back to
materia coveredin previouschapters, aswell asonthe current reading.

Assignments should be compl eted and returned as soon as possibl e after reading the assignment. Usually, assign-
mentswill begraded and returned to the Independent Study Office withinten days.
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