UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM
LEXINGTON, KY. 40506-0054

SPA 242 28 Assgnments
Intermediate Spanish IV 3 Semester Hours
(Reading Approach)

Thisisacourse prepared by Dr. Susan de Carvalho, Asst. Professor in the Department of Spanish and Italian,
University of Kentucky.

Textbooks
Seymour Resnick, William Giuliano, and PhyllisM. Golding, En Breve: A Concise Review of Spanish Gram-
mar, 5th edition. Thomson, Heinle, 2002.

Mary LeeBretz, TrishaDvorak, and Carl Kirschner, Pasajes. Cultura, 4th edition. Random House, 1997
DonadA. Yatesand John B. Dalbor, Imaginaciony fantasia, 6th edition. Holt, Rinehart, & Winston, 1999.

OPTIONAL : SpanishEnglish, EnglishSpanish dictionary. Thiswill depend onyour present level and knowledge
of Spanishvocabulary. If thevocabulary listsin the back of thetextbooks, combined with theaidsin thismanual,
arenot sufficient, you should purchase adictionary, such asthe Bantam Dictionary, the University of Chicago
Dictionary, etc. Thismay be apaperback book, availablein any bookstore.

Introduction

Spanish 242 will help you to read Spanish fluently, and as such, will stress several types of reading skillsand
strategies, trand ation skills, vocabulary exercises, etc. Although grammar review isaso anintegral part of this
coursg, itisaddressed only asit pertainsto trand ation (from Spanish to English), so you will not becalled onto
writeany Spanish, but only to recognizeand trand ate accurately.

The pagesfor each lesson will be given at the begin-ning of thelesson. Read the directions carefully, because
different reading and trand ation strategieswill berequiredin different assignments.

Two important reading strategieswill be stressed in SPI 242: reading for content (summarizing) and reading for
exact detail (trandation).

Summarizing: Whenyou are asked to read and summarize, you need to understand what the material isabout,
but in general, you will not be responsiblefor fine points, details, correct tenses, etc. You are not responsiblefor
understanding every word; rather, you arelooking for enough information and factsto enableyou to grasp what the
materia isabout. Your summary may beinyour ownwordsrather than an exact parale of thewordsinthetext.

Trandating: You areexpected tolook up al of thewordsthat you cannot determine by context, to understand
theverb tenses, to understand grammatical relationships (for exampl e, to know which adjective modifiesanoun).
The end result should be asmooth tranglation of the assigned material. When asked to express the Spanish
constructionin English, itisnecessary to convey it in good English. For example, take the sentence” El padrede
Juanestdencasa” Theliterd trandationis*“ Thefather of Johnisinhouse.” That trandationisunacceptable. The
correct way to trand ate that sentenceis* John’sfather isat home.”
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Whether you arereading for trandation or for summary, whenever you begin to prepare an unfamiliar passage, the
following procedurewill helpto prepareyou to do the ass gnment, and will dsoincreaseyour reading and tranda-
tionskills:

1. Taking approximately one paragraph at atime, read over the sel ection without looking up any words. Try
to get theoveral meaning of the paragraph (thiswill build up your comprehension skillsand your ability to
understand the broad thrust of a piece without exact trandation). Try to guessat words, using rootsyou
know, obvioustrand ations (cognates), surrounding words (context clues), etc. This” prereading” tech-
niquewill giveyou cluesabout the content of the selection.

2. Now that you have someideaabout the content, re-read the selection for moredetail. If you areasked to
prepareit for trand ation, look up thewordsyou do not know or cannot infer from the context. If you are
reading for content (for summarizing), you may only havetolook up enough vocabulary to enableyouto
understand the subject.

Make surethat you arefamiliar with how to use a SpanishEnglish dictionary, whether it isyour own or the ones
provided inthetexts. Remember that the Spanish a phabet hasmore | ettersthan the English; the ch combina-tion
isaseparateletter, and will comeafter all of thec's; |l after dl I's, and rr after al r’'s. Check over al possibilities
intrand ating theword, and sel ect the most appropriate choice.

Constructionsmade up of several wordswill generaly belisted inthevocabulary or dictionary under the most
important word (either the noun or theverb). However, if it isnot there, continue searching under other wordsin
thephrase.

If yourecognizeall of thewordsindividually, but the phrase or sentence still does not make sense, check theverb
tensesand word order. Appendix Einthegrammar text (En breve) containsalist of regular andirregular verbs, in
all of their possibletenses. Intermsof word order, check for agreement between the verb and theword you think
isthesubject; if they don’t agree (if oneissingular and the other plural), then you haveidentified thewrong word
asthe subject.

Thesameruleappliesfor adjectivesand nouns; they share both gender and number. Remember that frequently the
subject followsthe verb, and that adjectives (whether one word or aphrase) generally follow the nounsthey
modify.

Completetheassignment exactly asrequested. Some assignmentswill call for summaries, otherswill ask for exact
trandations. If you aretrandating directly into English, look up thewordsyou do not know or cannot infer fromthe
context. You areresponsiblefor recognizing the wordsin the readings by whatever method isrequired. If a
grammar lessonisgiven, you should be ableto trand ate the construction into good, natural sounding English no
matter whereyoufindit; if special idiomsor vocabulary wordsare given, you will be expected to be ableto
recogni zethem asthey appear.

Therewill beseverd sdfteststo alow youto measureyour progress. Ananswer key will follow each exercise, and
these ass gnmentsdo not need to beturned in. After Assignment 15, thereisalsoa*“ practice” midterm exam, which
your instructor will correct for you, but which will not count aspart of your final grade.



Finally, aword of advice: the readings may seem difficult at first. Thisisto be expected and you shouldn’t be
discouraged. Each author writeswith aspecia style and unigque vocabulary choices, but you should be moreand
morefamiliar with reading techniques asyou progress. Onceyou get the knack, the sel ections should be quite
easy, except for new vocabulary words. Therefore, expect towork hard at first, and then you will beableto ease
up somewhat during later lessons.

General Instructions

Study each lesson carefully; make sureyou understand the principles of onelesson before proceeding to the next.
Each |lesson assumesthorough knowledge of the previous ones, and patternsand wordsfrom earlier lessonswill
alwaysbe present inlater assgnments.

Itisadvisableto sendin only oneassignment at atime, in order to profit from the correctionsmade.

All assgnmentsareto bewritten onyour own paper. Use only oneside, double space, and leave amplemargins
so your ingtructor has enough room to write comments. Useink or ballpoint penfor your answers.

Proofread your work before submission, and feel freeto ask questions.

Assignments and Final Grade
All assgnmentswill count equally. Thegradesfor theseassgnmentswill contribute 50% of the grade (they will be

averaged at theend of the course); thefina examinationwill count 50%.

All assgnmentsmust be submitted and apassing grade received on thefinal examinationin order to receive credit
for thiscourse.



SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL COURSE
COMPLETION

Thispage, designed to assist you in successfully compl eting your Independent Study course, providesinformation
that may prove vauable should you experiencedifficultiesin compl eting your course. Thefollowing provides
additional clarification of I ndependent Sudy Program Regulationsprinted ontheinsidefront cover of your
study guide. Pleaseread theinformation inyour study guide aswell asthissheet carefully. The Independent Study
Program staff standsready to assst you, but clear linesof communi cati on between you and the Independent Study
staff are essential. Mgjor areas of concern are:

1. Submisson of assgnments. Regulationsprinted ontheinside cover of your study guidestipulatethat no
morethan four (4) assignments may be submitted per week. You are expected to adheretothisrequire-
ment unlessyou are enrolled in one of the few coursesthat requiresthe submission of assignmentsin
designated groups. Requeststo submit from 5to 7 lessons per week require the approval of the ISP
College Program Coordinator and/or the courseinstructor. Requeststo submit morethan (7) per week
must bemadeinwriting, clearly stating seriousreasonsthat can be substantiated. Theserequestsmust be
approved by the | SP Director and the Dean, University Extension prior to acceptance of theselessons.
Approvd of theserequestsare not automatic. Approval to submit additional assignmentsmay not beused
to reduce the minimum time permitted for course completion.

2. Minimumtimetocompleteacourse: If youneedtofinishacourseinlesstimethantheminimum seven
(7) weeksrequired by Program Regulations, you must makethat request in writing and secure approval
from the | SP Program Coordinator, your instructor, and the Dean, University Extension before you take
theexamination. Your written appea must state clearly the reason why you need to completethecoursein
lessthan theminimumtime. Innoinstanceswill any individua beallowed to complete athree semester
hour courseinlessthan acalendar month from date of enrolIment.

3. Final Examinations. Examinationswill be mailed only to approved testing centersor appropriate ap-
proved university officials. Inonly very rareinstanceswill examsbe sent by FAX. Approval toFAX an
examination must requested inwriting and gpproved by the Dean, University Extensionthrough the Direc-
tor, Independent Study. Pleasebeawarethat thisapproval processisabsol utely necessary and, at certain
times of the year, may be subject to extended delays. Plan ahead. Do not let yourself into asituation
wherefaxingisnecessary.

4. Final GradeReporting: Pleasebe surethat the address (including the name of the personto whomthe
transcript will besent, if possible) isclear and complete on the transcript request form provided with your
exam. If your grade must meet adeadline, report that need to the | SPtesting clerk or the ISP College
Program Coordinator and write that information clearly on the exam cover sheet for your instructor to
read. When agradeisneeded to meet adeadline, the | SP coordinator will, in emergencies, telephonean
appropriately designated officia at another university to report thegrade. Youmust furnishthename, title
and telephone number of the personto becalled. If required by thereceiving ingtitution, ISPwill FAX a
gradereport to an appropriateofficia.



CourseCancellation: ISPwill not notify you in advance of theimpending cancellation date of your
enrollment. Cancellation will take place one year fromyour course enrollment date listed on your
enrollment receipt. Cancellation noticeswill be sent to the address you provided at the time of your
registration. Itisyour responsibility to provide | SPwith updated tel ephone and addresschanges. After a
cancellation has been entered on your record in the University Registrar’s Office, changeswill not be
made.

If You Need Help: Intheevent that you encounter problemsat any time during your enrollment, the |SP
staff isavailableand willing to provide ass stance but you must communicate your needs. Itisbest and
often necessary to providerequestsinwriting but | SP providesatoll freetel ephone number (1800 4320963)
for your convenience. Call or write usregarding any problem that may affect your timely and successful
coursecompletion.
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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM

REQUEST FORTAPES
Name
First Middle nitial Last

Please send tapesto thefollowing address:
Street
City
State
Zip Code
Check Tape(s) wanted:

Spanish 141 (1 tape, $2.00)

Spanish 142 (1tape, $2.00)

Spanish 241 (1 tape, $2.00)

Spanish 242 (1 tape, $2.00)
| amenclosng$ (check, or money order made payableto the University of Kentucky) to cover cost

of tape(s) to be mailed to the above address.



