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Recommendations from the Division:

Based on a vote at the Annual Meeting, Gretchen Hoffman, last year’s presiding chairperson, stated that the division should increase their dues. She suggested we increase the dues from $5 to $8 annually. Since we are one of the smaller divisions our budget is limited for the types of meetings and outreach we can have.  The measure was put to vote and the majority of members present voted to adopt this increase. Barb Mieras attended our meeting and informed us that the issue must go before council in 2006.

Recommendation from the Coal Geology Division:  The management board recommends raising Coal Geology Division professional dues by $3 annually from $5 to $8.  Student fees will remain the same.

Coal Geology Division Management Board:

Chair: Christopher J. Carroll, Colorado Geological Survey, 1313 Sherman St., #715, Denver, CO 80203

First Vice-Chair: Allan Kolker, USGS, 956 National Center, Reston, VA  20192.

Second Vice-Chair:  Edward L. Heffern, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Wyoming State Office, 5353 Yellowstone Rd., Cheyenne, WY 82009.

Past Chair: Gretchen Hoffman, New Mexico Bureau of Mines, Div. of NM Inst. of Mining and Technology, 801 Leroy Place, Socorro, NM, 87801.

Secretary-Treasurer: Thomas D. Demchuk, ConocoPhillips Inc., P.O. Box 2197, Houston, TX  77252-2197

Member-at-Large:  Leslie F. Ruppert, USGS, 956 National Center, Reston, VA  20192.
1. 
Annual Meeting activities, Salt Lake City, 2005:

The Division held its Management Board meeting at the general Business Meeting on October 16, 2005. The Coal Division chair Gretchen Hoffman discussed the general state of the Division and presented awards. This year the ‘mixer’ included food and drink in the room, and the meeting was fairly well attended. General discussion of the division took place that included information from the Division Chairs’ meeting at GSA headquarters in Boulder last February. Approximately 40 coal division members were in attendance at the Annual Meeting.  The members present voted to raise the division dues from $5 to $8, beginning in 2007. This vote will be carried to GSA Council at its Spring 2006 meeting.

The Division sponsored a topical session – T119. Mercury in Coal:  Origins to Emissions.  This session included 11 talks and was chaired by Jeffrey Quick and Allan Kolker. Despite having to run the session during early Sunday morning, the session was well received by the audience. Talks included subjects matter from Mercury in China to the behavior of mercury in flue gas desulfurization byproducts.

 The Coal Division also sponsored a field trip- #11, Geology and Natural Burning Coal Fires of the Ferron Sandstone Member of the Mancos Shale, Emery Coalfield, Utah. This field trip was led by Glenn B. Stracher, East Georgia College, Swainsboro, GA. The trip was full and well received by the participants. Glenn plans to lead another coal division sponsored field trip to Centralia at the Annual Meeting in October 2006.

The general coal session had five talks and included papers on CO2 sequestration and rim-swamp coal forming environments.  Steve Greb and Chris Carroll presided.

Best paper award at the Annual Meeting:

Judges for best paper between the topical and general sessions were Leslie Ruppert, USGS, Reston, VA; Gretchen Hoffman, New Mexico Bureau; and Stephen Greb, Kentucky Geosurvey. The best paper for Salt Lake City 2005 coal sponsored sessions was in the Mercury in Coal:  Origins to Emissions session: “Behavior of Mercury in Coal Combustion Systems” by Constance L. Senior. This informative talk on the complex behavior of mercury in coal was extremely well done and presented.  The abstract can be seen on the Web at:  http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2005AM/finalprogram/abstract_91241.htm
The division also sponsored a coal poster in the main hall about the Coal Division. This was compiled by our secretary/treasurer Thomas Demchuk. Thomas also writes the division’s newsletter.

Two new (or recurring) management board members elected at the board meeting are Ed Heffern as the new 2nd vice chair, and Leslie (Jingle) Ruppert as the new Member at Large. Welcome!

2. 
Division awards presented at the Annual Meeting:

For last year (2005), the following Coal Geology Division (CGD) awards were announced and presented at the Division Board Meeting:

-Gilbert H. Cady Award:  Arthur D. Cohen, University of South Carolina.

The Cady Award citation address was given by Jack Crelling, (Southern Illinois University). Congratulations, Art.  Art also gave a talk on Rimswamp coal-forming environments in floodplains of the southeastern United States in the general coal session. Dr. Cohen’s abstract for this talk is at http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2005AM/finalprogram/abstract_91841.htm. 

The Cady Award Panel was chaired by Marc Bustin (University of British Columbia, Vancouver).
-Antoinette Lierman Medlin Research Scholarships:

(1) Scholarship Recipient: Paul Kaelin, Dept of Geology, Southern Illinois University.  Paul is conducting research on the topic of chemical compositions comparing vitrified and unvitrified woody plant tissues. Paul is a student working under the advisement of Dr. Jack Crelling.
 (2) Field Award:  No award was granted this year.
The Medlin Scholarship Committee was chaired by Romeo Flores, with Gretchen Hoffman, Frank Ethridge, Ron Affolter, and Margaret Ellis on the committee.
Congratulations to both award winners!

3. 
Division Website:

The Division website is managed by the CGD past division chair Stephen Greb at the Kentucky Geological Survey. The CGD website can be found at the URL 

http://www.uky.edu/KGS/coal/GSA/. Steve has gratefully accepted the responsibilities for this website after Russ Jacobson from Illinois Geosurvey retired.

4.
Coal Division cooperatives with Associations and Affiliated Societies:
At the Annual Meeting, Thomas Demchuk suggested that the GSA Coal Division conduct a joint meeting with a GSA allied group, American Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists (AASP). So far, this is a topical session proposed for Philadelphia called “Ice House/Hot House-An analysis of Late Paleozoic floras and their response to global climate change”. This session will be co-sponsored by the Coal Division, the AASP, the Paleontological Society, and SEPM. The session will be co-convened by Cortland Eble (Kentucky Geosurvey), Thomas Demchuk (ConocoPhillips), Hermann Pfefferkorn (University of Pennsylvania), and Robert Gastaldo (Colby College). The CGD may sponsor two other topical sessions related to coal, as well as sponsor two proposed field trips as well.

5.
Membership:
The coal division saw an increase in membership last year. For 2005, there were 240 members in the CGD, the highest membership in a decade. This is 15 more than in 2004, and 26 more than in 2003. Lets keep the trend going. Chris Carroll will spend most of the year recruiting new members by personal contacts. He challenges all members to do the same. Student memberships should be recruited the most.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher J. Carroll

GSA Coal Geology Division Chair 2006

