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Mission



No. of Members
The GSA Coal Geology Division represents the interests

251 (12-31-06)
of coal scientists within the GSA community.


240 (12-31-05)








225 (8-31-04)
Executive Summary

The Division continues to grow at a modest rate and contribute to the Annual Meeting Program, taking advantage of meeting locations to sponsor field trips in nearby coal producing areas, and offering a mix of topical sessions in basic coal science and environmental topics related to coal and energy use.  
Division Officers: 
4 Members, length of Term: Chair, 1 year; First Vice-Chair/JTPC Representative, 1 year; Second Vice-Chair, 1 year; Secretary/Treasurer, 3 years, 
Management Board:

6 Members consisting of Division Officers, Past Chair, and Member-at-Large (3 year term)
Chair: Allan Kolker 



USGS, 956 National Center, Reston, VA 






20192, akolker@usgs.gov
First Vice-Chair: Glenn Stracher

East Georgia College, Swainsboro, 



    



GA 30401-3643, stracher@ega.edu
Second Vice-Chair: Ron Affolter

US Geological Survey, MS 939, Denver 






Federal Center, PO Box 25046, Denver, CO  





80225-0046, affolter@usgs.gov
Secretary/Treasurer: Anupma Prakash
University of Alaska Fairbanks, Institute of 






Geophysics, Fairbanks, AK 99775 







prakash@gi.alaska.edu
Past Chair: Chris Carroll


Colorado Geological Survey, 1313 Sherman 





St., #715, Denver, CO 80203, 







carroll_chris@msn.com.
Member-at-Large: Leslie (Jingle) Ruppert
USGS, 956 National Center, Reston, VA  






20192, lruppert@usgs.gov
Liaison from Council: Jon Price

Nevada Bureau Mines & Geology, University 





of Nevada – Reno, Reno, NV 89557-0088, 






jprice@unr.edu
Notes: Stracher, Affolter, and Prakash are new members of the management board introduced at the 2006 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia.
Division Finances

Division dues were increased to $8 in 2006 to cover costs associated with general operation of the Division.  Income from the Medlin endowment supports Medlin scholarship awards for student research.  A corporate contribution from Rockware, Inc., arranged by Chris Carroll, helped support the 2006 Division Awards and Business Meeting in Philadelphia.
Division sponsored topical sessions at the 2006 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia
Topical T7 Coal Utilization in the 21st Century- Environmental Issues, John Kiefer, James Hower, Stephen Greb and Cortland Eble, Oct. 22, Oral
Topical T9 “Ice House” / “Hothouse” – An Analysis of Late Paleozoic Floras and Their Response to Global Climate Change, Cortland Eble, Thomas Demchuk, Hermann Pfefferkorn and Robert Gastaldo, Tues Oct. 24, Oral session with sponsorship of American Association of Stratigraphic Palynologists (AASP), a GSA allied group.
Topical T8 U.S. Energy Resources:  Options, Scenarios and Policy, Leslie Ruppert and Brenda Pierce, Oct. 24, Oral
Topical T75 Chemical and Hydrological Interactions in the Evolution and Control of Coal and Metal Mine Drainage Charles A. Cravotta, Joseph J. Donovan, Keith B.C. Brady, Oct. 24, Oral and Poster
Division sponsored field trips, 2006 Annual Meeting in Philadelphia

Field Trip- Plant Paleoecology and Geology of the Southern Anthracite Field, Hermann Pfefferkorn, Rudy Slingerland, William Kochanov, Oct. 20. 
Field Trip- The Great Centralia Mine Fire, Glenn Stracher, Oct. 21.
Field Trip- Journey into Anthracite, Aaron R. Frantz, Ed Simpson; Dale Freudenberger, Oct. 21.
Division sponsored sessions at Section Meetings
Proposed in 2006 for 2007 GSA Southeast Section Meeting, Savannah, GA:
Coal Geology: 2007 and Beyond Glenn Stracher, East Georgia College, stracher@ega.edu
Karen McCurdy, Georgia Southern University, kmccurdy@GeorgiaSouthern.edu
Oral 
Divison representation at Section Meetings

Coal Geology Division booth staffed by Glenn Stracher and Karen McCurdy at the 2007 GSA Southeast Section Meeting, Savannah, GA.  

Division Awards
Gilbert H. Cady Award  
Jim Hower, University of Kentucky, citation by Leslie Ruppert, U.S. Geological Survey
2006 Cady Award Panelists: Gretchen Hoffman, New Mexico Geological Survey, Chair, 
Hal Gluskoter, Chris Carroll, Allan Kolker
Best Paper Award 
Connie Senior, Reaction Engineering, Inc., for Behavior of mercury in coal combustion systems, presented at the 2005 Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, in Topical Session T119, Mercury in coal:  Origins to emissions.
Division Student Awards
Antoinette Lierman Medlin Research Scholarship
2006 Recipients:


Jennifer O'Keefe, University of Kentucky, Paleogene mirelands of the Upper Mississippi embayment, Kentucky, and extreme northern Tennessee
Sarah Mardon, University of Kentucky, Coalbed methane and CO2 adsorption potential of western Kentucky coals in the Illinois Basin 
Philip Morath, Penn State University, A transient heating event as the cause of Late Cretaceous methane seeps, Western Interior Basin, United States, (Field Award)
2006 Medlin Scholarship Panelists: Allan Kolker, USGS, Chair, Jingle Ruppert, Cortland Eble, Margaret Ellis, Chris Carroll 
Website: Webmaster, Steve Greb, Kentucky Geological Survey
http://www.uky.edu/KGS/coal/GSA/index.htm updated 1-16-2007
Newsletter: Editor, Anupma Prakash, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Recent newsletters:

The Coal Geologist, v. 32, #1, Fall 2006
http://www.uky.edu/KGS/coal/GSA/newsletter/CGDfall_06.pdf
The Coal Geologist, v. 33, #1, Spring 2007 http://www.uky.edu/KGS/coal/GSA/newsletter/newsletter_spring_2007.pdf 

Newsletter format extensively updated for Spring, 2007.  Current and past newsletters are available on the Division website.
Proposed Topical Sessions at the 2007 Annual Meeting in Denver: 
1) Materials flow in coal utilization; 2) Microbial origin of hydrocarbon gasses in coal beds and sedimentary basins; 3) Modern and ancient coal fire systems
Proposed Division-sponsored Field Trips at the 2007 Annual Meeting in Denver: 
1) Stratigraphy of coal beds, CO and UT; 2) Mining of coal and extraction of coal bed methane in the Powder River Basin, WY; 3) Revisiting the South Cañon #1 Coal Mine Fire, Glenwood Springs, CO; 4) Laramide paleoseismites in coal-bearing strata of the Bighorn Basin, WY/MT
Respectfully submitted,

Allan Kolker

Research Geologist

U.S. Geological Survey

GSA Coal Geology Division Chair for 2007

