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LISTENER PROFILE


Young and energetic, Oliwa Grzegorczyk (pronounced Olivia Gee-GOR-chick) sat at the edge of her chair eager to talk about life as a 23-year-old blind person in central Kentucky.


To stay up-to-date on current events, Oliwia said she listens to CKRE—she tunes in to the Herald-Leader every day—and other news sources as much as possible. 


“I like to listen to the people reading on CKRE,” she said. “I like to hear things more clearly.” It can be difficult to follow the quick-delivery and sometimes cluttered reports on mainstream radio stations, she explained. 


Janet Chisman, a field services representative with the Kentucky Talking Book Library, introduced Oliwia to CKRE. A service of the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, the Talking Book library makes available more than 60,000 specially recorded titles to patrons.


Oliwia, who became blind at age 4 ½ due to optic nerve damage, talked excitedly about technological services—like JAWS, a screen-reading software program—available to the visually impaired. She’s always on the lookout for learning opportunities.


Asked what she wishes more people could understand about the blind and visually impaired, Oliwia said, “I wish people would be more open to visually impaired people being involved in things—like jobs—and just being more connected to mainstream life.


Born in Poland, Oliwia lives with her parents Ray and Stella Roslan and her younger brother, Ray. The family moved to California when Oliwia was about age 2; they’ve lived in Lexington for about three years.


And we are glad to have Oliwia as a listener!

By: Karri Sandino

DONOR PROFILE


Juanita Wells’ says she first heard about CKRE “when my cousin Tommy called” to ask her about helping out the organization several years ago. (That’s Tom Dixon, former CKRE board chair and long-time volunteer, to the rest of us at CKRE.)


Juanita said she’s impressed with the new CKRE studio; Tom gave her the tour not long after it was setup.


Then, coincidentally, Juanita learned about the husband of a friend who ended up needing the service at their home in Millersburg. “His wife and I have played cards,” Juanita explained. “She would tell me about how his eyesight just gradually got worse.”


Juanita knows of two other friends with macular degeneration now. One is not so bad, but the other, she says, “has trouble seeing the cards. I keep thanking my lucky stars that I’ve had no trouble so far.”

An avid golfer, Juanita was born in Lexington, but has lived in Paris since she was 12. In addition to enjoying card games with her friends, she works part time at the Kentucky Bank and tries to keep tabs on her busy grown son and daughter, who live in the area.


Thanks, Juanita!

By Karri Sandino
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