SUNDAYS AT CKRE

Central Kentucky Radio Eye broadcasts the reading of newspapers and other printed material 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Weekends are run completely by volunteers. There are seven regular volunteers on Sundays.  

Jewell Vanderhoef has been with CKRE since the first Saturday broadcast in 1990. She started out reading on Saturdays, but has since moved to Sundays, where she reads the Herald-Leader. Jewell arrives at the studios at 8 am – an hour before she’s set to go on the air – in order to prepare the day’s reading material and “act as doorman.” Jewell has also volunteered with CKEEP, AARP, Friends of the Library and Master Gardens.

Frieda Vinegar also reads the Herald-Leader, though in a pinch, she has also recorded the Sports program, the Courier Journal, and worked the switchboard. Frieda joined CKRE in 1991. Frieda says, of volunteering at CKRE, “I’m much more appreciative of the gifts God has given me – the ability to see and the compassion to care.” That has kept her driving in from almost an hour away to participate in a two-hour live broadcast.

Sheila Miller has been with CKRE for about two years. She joined the Sunday Herald-Leader team in late 2008. She says she was attracted to reading at CKRE because she is “an actor, and naturally, like(s) to read aloud.” Sheila is on the board of directors of the Lexington Kennel Club, volunteers as an usher at Woodford County Theater, and occasionally acts.

Greg Franklin joined CKRE in October 2008. A friend of his recommended CKRE to him because he wanted to learn how to read books on tape. Greg does double duty on Sundays—he reads the Sports program and runs the soundboard. Greg says he feels like he’s really contributing to something that others find enjoyable. Greg is a Business Manager at Ashland, Inc., where he has worked for 26 years.  

Sara Stapel reads “Special Reports” for CKRE. She also reads the Courier Journal and the Grocery Show when needed. Sara says, “Volunteering at CKRE has made my Sunday mornings something I look forward to all week. I get a lot of pleasure from the reading, and I'm honored to be able to share something I like so much with others.”  She joined CKRE in February of this year.  She has worked at Toyota for 20 years.

Kate Pieratt joined CKRE in December 2007. She is the host of the Grocery Show. When Kate gets to the studios each Sunday, the reading of the Lexington Herald-Leader is already in progress. Kate says the experience “[M]akes me feel like I am volunteering for something exciting and worthwhile.”  Kate is currently a graduate student at the University of Kentucky.

Chriss Turner reads the Sunday Courier Journal, which is recorded on the weekends. Chriss says she likes the new automations system, WireReady, a lot, because it makes her feel like CKRE is “moving into the 21st century.” She has been with CKRE for eight years.  
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